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Swine in the Swamp Winners
The Charlton County FFA Alumni and other supporters put together the Swine in the Swamp 

Jackpot Show on September 18. The show began at 11:00 a.m. and finished around 2:00 
p.m. after 69 entries showed off their hogs. Winners included: Overall Showmanship to Blake 
Tyre from Ware County; Grand Overall Market Hog to Matthew Turner from Baker, Florida; 
Grand Champion Gilt to Matthew Turner from Baker, Florida; Reserve Grand Champion Gilt 
to Weston Tucker from Irwin County; Grand Champion Barrow to Grace Tucker from Irwin 
County; Reserve Champion Barrow to Brennlee McElroy from Bacon County. 

Shivar named Homecoming Queen
JORDAN SHIVAR WAS CROWNED HOMECOMING QUEEN AT THE INDIANS VERSUS 

TIFT AREA HOME GAME ON SEPTEMBER 17. MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 7. 

Okefenokee Parade discussed 
at City Council work session
By Jamison Guice

The City of Folkston 
gathered for its monthly 
work session on Septem-
ber 13 at 5:00 p.m. where 
the council heard from 
resident Janice Conner 
and Chamber of Com-
merce director Dana 
O’Quinn. 

First, the council re-
viewed its 2020 audit 
presented by city accoun-
tant Don Crews who stat-
ed that he found “every-
thing to be in good order.” 
Some of the key topics 
mentioned included the 
city’s general funds, the 
city assets, revenues and 
expenditures

Folkston’s city as-
sets, primarily cash and 
cash equivalents, totaled 
$2,154,895. Crews did 
say the city owed $1,810 
at the end of the year, 
so the net worth was 
$2,153,085. 

Revenues and expendi-
tures include the general 
fund, including SPLOST 
and TSPLOST. The city 
took in $2,958,642 and 
spent $2,646,081. This 
resulted in an excess of 
revenue and expendi-
tures of $312,561. Crews 
commented that since the 
city’s budget is on an ac-
crual basis, the revenue 
did not come in until lat-
er that year. 

The total assets for 
Folkston’s water and sew-
er fund were $9,287,476, 
and the net of the capital 
assets was $7,067,421. 
Crews said that this just 
means that most of the 
assets are “in ground,” 
which means land, dis-
tribution, collections, 
building and equipment. 
Additionally, he said the 
city owed $2,396,000 out 
of the initial $9,287,476, 
which resulted in 
$6,891,024.

Next, Crews presented 
2020’s revenues and ex-
penditures for the water 
and sewer enterprise. The 
city took in $1,815,704 
and spent $1,636,880 

which left an operating 
income of $178,824. He 
said that $70,000 of that 
income goes towards in-
terest on bonds, with 
additional funds added 
from interest. This then 
results in net income of 
around $116,000 for the 
water and sewer fund. 
Crews said that any prof-
it for a city’s water and 
sewer fund is great, espe-
cially in this area. 

The general fund pur-
chased $803,000 of fixed 
assets to be invested 
into the city. Assets in-
cluded infrastructure at 
$577,000 and vehicles, 
e.g. police, were $216,000. 

Then, he mentioned 
what was purchased in 
the water and sewer fund. 
For system improvement 
and equipment, it was 
$268,405. 

He advised the council 
members to come to him 
with questions.

Janice Conner then 
spoke with the council 
regarding city require-
ments for on-property 
travel trailers. Conner 
said that she was re-
quired to post a fence 
around her trailer, but 
businesses and some resi-
dential properties do not 
have a fence.

She feels it is unfair 
for the council to stipu-
late that she have a fence 
which priced around 
$1,000, and not require 
the same of others. May-
or Lee Gowen respond-
ed that he has noticed 
that other residences do 
have mobile trailers on 
their properties without 
fences, and this is due to 
those residents not com-
ing before the council. 
Gowen said that Conner 
“did it the right way,” 
and for that he is appre-
ciative. As for businesses, 
commercial properties 
are not required to put up 
a fence. 

Chamber director 
Dana O’Quinn then gave 
an Okefenokee Festival 

update. She said every-
thing is going well, and 
the festival will have pri-
vate security and trash 
detail for October 9 and 
10. O’Quinn also an-
nounced the Okefenokee 
Festival Parade is back 
on, and it will take place 
October 9 at 10:00 a.m. 

Due to an error in com-
munication, the parade 
was cancelled at the June 
21 meeting with plans for 
another parade to hap-
pen. As of now, a festival 
parade committee has 
been formed and chair 
members include Brandy 
Murrell, Brooke Taylor 
and Natalie Newvine. 
The committee planned 
to meet during the week 
in order to present more 
information at the sched-
uled council meeting on 
September 20. 

Both the Chamber 
of Commerce and City 
Council claim they are 
excited for the Okefeno-
kee Festival Parade, and 
both counterparts are 
“trying to do the best job 
together.” Neither body 
was opposed to the pa-
rade, and the chamber 
and council looks forward 
to the event.

Additionally, Champ 
Family Fun Day is sched-
uled for September 25 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m at Depot Street and 
the Jesse A. Crews, Sr. 
Park. The event is hosted 
by Peach State Health 
Plan, and some of the 
day’s activities will in-
clude a COVID-19 vac-
cine panel discussion, 
free COVID-19 testing, 
blood pressure and glu-
cose checks, free music, 
raffles, games and food 
trucks. Folkston native 
and professional football 
Hall of Famer Champ 
Bailey will also make an 
appearance. 

O’Quinn expects the 
family fun day to bring 
over $10,000 to the com-
munity, and she said it 
is a great event where 

BOC address ARPA 

and Third Street bid
By Jamison Guice

On Thursday, Septem-
ber 16, the Board of Com-
missioners gathered for 
its monthly meeting. The 
board adopted the meet-
ing’s agenda and adopt-
ed the minutes from the 
September 2 meeting.

The board discussed 
the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds. 
According to County Ad-
ministrator Hampton 
Raulerson, Folkston re-
ceived about $1.3 mil-
lion. He said there are 
a few ways for the town 
to utilize the funds, and 
he recommends first im-
proving the police’s E 911 
and radio system. Sheriff 
Robert Philips is current-
ly working on a quote for 
the improvements. 

Afterward, Rauler-
son said there is a rev-
enue loss fortune where 
the county can use other 
funds from other govern-
mental services if a cer-
tain percentage of growth 
is not met. So, he said 
that $511,000 could be 
used due to revenue loss. 
Raulerson recommends 
spending this on covering 
EMS’ salaries and other 
governmental services.

Raulerson also men-
tioned that he has re-
ceived many questions 
regarding COVID-19 
pay, or premium pay. The 
board brought the topic 
back up at the end of the 
meeting. Commissioner 
Drew Jones motioned to 
grant building mainte-
nance and public safety 
workers a premium pay 
of $1,500; he was sec-
onded by Commissioner 
Luke Gowen. During the 
discussion, Chairwoman 
Alphya Benefield advo-
cated giving all workers 
$2,000 as she thought it 

unfair to only grant some 
workers pay at this time. 
Benefield and Chairman 
James Everett opposed 
the motion for a $1,500 
premium pay for building 
maintenance and public 
safety workers, and the 
discussion was tabled. 

Phillips had two avail-
able quotes for the E911 
system, one for $900,000 
and another for $1.8 mil-
lion. The higher quote 
includes redoing every-
thing like setting up an-
other cell tower. Philips 
is also asking for police 
car cameras, body cam-
eras and 19 car comput-
ers. The items are pack-
aged into the plan which 
includes a five-year war-
ranty where the company 
can monitor data stor-
age. With the lower bid, 
officers will still have to 
switch between towers 
and the county will have 
to pay for data storage. 
The package includes a 
two-year warranty.

Chairwoman Alphya 
Benefield asked Phillips 
if the company offering 
the $1.8 million bid would 
also offer lower packages. 
Phillips will look into it. 

The board received 
one bid to resurface 
Third Street from East 
Coast Asphalt, LLC for 
$141,405.89. The com-
missioners approved the 
bid.

The county then heard 
from the public.

Antwon Nixon 
thanked the board for 
Laura and Ann Street 
basketball court consid-
eration. He asked if the 
park has an established 
name because, if not, he 
would like to dedicate it 
to Reverend Raymond 
Roberts and Della Hous-
ton-Roberts. Benefield 

informed Nixon that the 
board will first draft a 
resolution, and it will 
then be voted upon. 

Elaine Bailey pro-
vided information about 
the Champ Bailey Fam-
ily Fun Day on Saturday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m at Depot Street and 
the Jesse A Crews Sr. 
Park. Peach State Health 
Plan will host the event 
and present a COVID-19 
vaccine panel discussion. 
Peach State is working 
with Champ Bailey so 
that he can be a part of 
the event. 

Activities will include 
the panel, free COVID-10 
testing, a $25 gift card 
for COVID vaccinations, 
blood pressure and glu-
cose checks, raffles and 
games. Elaine Bailey said 
the event is free, and she 
would like the county to 
support the fun day. She 
looks forward to seeing 
the commissioners at the 
event. 

Okefenokee Club resi-
dent Kelly Taylor said 
a landowner within the 
community brought in 
two horses sometime 
during May and put up 
a “temporary fence.” Ac-
cording to Taylor, the 
horses are in poor condi-
tion and often get loose 
and cause property dam-
age. 

Taylor explained that 
a deputy was dispatched 
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