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The staff of the Charlton County Herald wish you a Happy New Year. The newspaper will be 
closed Wednesday, January 1, and Thursday, January 2, for the holiday. We will reopen on 
Friday, January 3, at 8:30 a.m. for normal business. The deadline for the January 8 issue will 
be Friday, January 3 at 4:00 p.m. Feel free to use our after-hour services. Our email is mail@
charltonherald.com and our fax is 912-496-4585. “Thank you for your support in 2019. We 
look forward to serving you in 2020,” said Editor Marla Ogletree.

Bethune Middle School’s FIRST Lego League team, The Architect Army, will be advancing 
to Super Regional competition at The Museum of Aviation in Warner-Robins on Saturday, 
January 25. The Architect Army has been a team for three years and this is the second year 
the team has advanced to the second round of competition. Pictured are Alan Gonzalez, 
Chloe Milton-Williams, Chris Galler, Nate Allen, Alex Ratliff, Jordan Corpening and Brady 
Earls. Thomas Smith, not pictured, is also a part of the team.

Herald to be closed

Architect Army advancing to 

Regional Competition

The Charlton County 
Board of Commissioners 
held its monthly meeting 
Thursday, December 5. 
There was only one meet-
ing due to the Christmas 
holiday.

During the meeting, 
the commissioners dis-
cussed the need to re-
pair the air conditioning 
unit at the annex build-
ing. County Adminis-
trator Hampton Raul-
erson stated there are 
issues with the coils, as 
well as leaking issues, 
and more. The bid from 
Sam Pickren AC was ap-
proved unanimously for 
$5,587.24. Mr. Pickren 
will also be honoring 
the warranty previously 
on the unit and will not 
charge for any time not 
used.

Also discussed was 
the need to re-plumb 
the annex building. The 
building is currently un-
der a 20-year lease, but 
the county is responsible 
for maintenance. The 
bid from Arthur Sapp 
Plumbing in the amount 
of $23,280.03 was ap-
proved unanimously.  

The board recently 
received bids for the 
Suwannee Canal Road 
Project. This project is to 
resurface and widen Su-
wanee Canal Rd., adding 
in bike lanes. It is being 
funded by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife and the 
U.S. Federal Highways 
Administration. 

The commissioners 
have been discussing up-
dates to the county’s Per-
sonnel Policy, and chose 
to have an attorney look 
over the policy before 
putting it into place. The 
county will work with 
Jarrard & Davis, who 
will look over the entire 
policy and make any 
updates. The proposal 
ranges from $20,000.00 
to $30,000.00 – depen-
dent upon the hours re-
quired. Raulerson sug-
gested to pay them up 
front and asked to be re-
imbursed for any hours 
not used. The motion 
was made and passed 
unanimously.

Raulerson stated 
the county has received 
higher revenues in 2019 
than anticipated, and 

because of this, changes 
would need to be made 
to the budget in order for 
it to balance. State law 
requires the county have 
a balanced budget so 
expenditures  and reve-
nues match. The current 
budget shows an amount 
of $10,805,160.00, the 
amended budget will 
show $12,367,967.69. 
Finance/HR Coordinator 
Becky Harden has iden-
tifi ed line items within 
departments which are 
either over or close to go-
ing over and added funds 
to these line items. There 
are 22 departments who 
have benefi ted from the 
increase, with the major 
departments being State 
Court, Jail, and the Se-
nior Center. 

Also during the meet-
ing, a Variance Request-
ed was submitted by 
Carolyn Wilkie, of St. 
George, to sell a piece 
of property. The motion 
was made and denied, as 
the lot size was too small 
for the intended use. 

The commissioners 
will meet again Thurs-
day, January 2, 2020.

Commissioners make 

budget amendments

The Charlton County 
Board of Education held 
its last meeting of 2019 
Tuesday, December 17 in 
the conference room. 

During the meeting, 
Superintendent Dr. John 
Lairsey announced the 
board is 41.66% through 
the general fund, span-
ning July 1 through the 
end of November, 2019. 
He stated the local rev-
enues are lagging, as only 
21.88% of the anticipated  
amount has been received, 
but the board is still in 
good shape with a fund 
balance of $2,657,528.49.

Dr. Lairsey also went 
over the current school 
enrollment numbers. 
There are currently 1,645 
students in the Charlton 

County school system. The 
number is down by 44 stu-
dents from the same time 
last year. He also stated 
the 2020-2021 School 
Year Calendars have been 
created, and sent to teach-
ers to review. The board 
will receive the fi nal copy 
to look over in January for 
fi nal approval.

A request was received 
from the Charlton County 
4-H Club for the use of a 
bus. The club planned a 
bowling/pizza party for 
December 19. Bus driver 
Melissa Knowles offered 
her help with transporta-
tion, as well as, serving 
as a chaperone. The mo-
tion was made and passed 
unanimously.

Dr. Lairsey shared a 

list of surplus property 
from the old Board of 
Education building. He 
stated there are no items 
listed which could be used 
at the new offi ce. A mo-
tion was made and passed 
unanimously to approve 
the items and to hold a 
surplus sale at a later 
date. Included are 53 fi l-
ing cabinets, 13 desks, 15 
tables, 20 chairs, 40 free 
standing metal shelves, 
and 10 wooden free stand-
ing shelves.

Finally, the board 
made a motion to approve 
Faith Weiman as a substi-
tute food service assistant.

The Board of Education 
will meet again, Tuesday, 
January 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Board of education gives 
updates during meeting

The Charlton County 4-H 
Club has been selected as 
the benefi ciary of the Har-
vey’s Community Bag Pro-
gram for the month of Janu-
ary 2020.  The 4-H Club will 
receive $1.00 from the sale 
of each bag sold this month 
to promote the development 
of various programs and 
events. These are reusable 
grocery bags and also have 
many other uses. Make sure 
you purchase several during 
January and support the 4-H 
Club of Charlton County.

Harvey’s 

gives to 

4-H Club


