
BY JAMISON GUICE

The Board of Com-
missioners held their 
last meeting of 2021 last 
Thursday, December 16 
at 6:00 p.m. The special-
called meeting covered 
the long-awaited E911 
system, a Coca-Cola pro-
posal and some other in-
teresting items. 

All members were 
present, and they first-
ly approved an agenda 
amendment, the amend-
ed agenda and minutes 
from the December 2 reg-
ular meeting. 

The board then ap-
proved the assignment 
and assumption of service 
agreement and consent to 
assignment for the Supe-
rior Court, state court 
and Magistrate Court. 
The three agreements 
are for the performance 
of probationary services 
of the courts. CSRA Pro-
bation Services will be 
taking over for Satilla 
Probation Management 
Corporation. According 
to County Administrator 
Hampton Raulerson, it is 
to his understanding that 

CSRA will retain all of 
the current staff. 

The board then revis-
ited the considered ap-
proval of the E911 pro-
posal where there was 
a previous consensus 
to bring down the cost. 
The proposal brought 
to them on Thursday by 
Motorola Solutions, Inc. 
was $1,243,904.65 which 
included lease terms for 
three, five and seven 
years with added inter-
est rate. Raulerson rec-
ommended choosing the 
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Herald closed for the holidays
The Herald is closing for the holidays! The office will be closed on December 23 

and 24, and we will resume business as usual on Monday, December 27 at 8:30 
a.m.

Sheriff’s Office upped 
school patrols Friday
BY JAMISON GUICE

The Charlton County 
Sheriff’s Office received 
calls Thursday regard-
ing a viral TikTok post 
threatening possible na-
tionwide school violence 
on Friday, December 17. 
According to Sheriff Rob-
ert Phillips, the depart-
ment checked with the 
Georgia Bureau of Inves-
tigation, and there were 
no reported threats. 

While the social media 
post did not specify loca-
tion, the department put 
a plan in place for school 

the following day. Phil-
lips said there were added 
patrols at all four schools: 

St. George Elementary 

School, Folkston Elemen-

tary School, Bethune 

Middle School and Charl-

ton County High School. 

There were no incidents 

or reports throughout the 

day. 

The department be-

lieves the post to be a 

hoax intended to disrupt 

schools during the final 

exam period; Phillips ex-

plained a similar incident 

occurred last year in the 

spring. 

“We’re living in a world 

where we have to safe-

guard ourselves,” Phillips 

said. “We can’t overreact 

about everything, but we 

also can’t under-react ei-

ther. We can’t afford to 

just say, ‘Oh, that’s just a 

hoax.’”

Phillips encourages 

parents to continue re-

porting their concerns 

and if needed, sources 

can remain anonymous.

E911, Coca-Cola proposal and 
surface water monitoring approved

BOE’s final 2021 meeting
BY JAMISON GUICE

The Board of Educa-
tion met for its final time 
on Tuesday, December 14 
at 7:00 p.m. All members 
were present except for 
Dr. Matthew Sands. The 
agenda was approved, 
and the members moved 
on to other items. 

Minutes from the No-
vember 16 work session 
and the regular meet-
ing were approved, along 
with accounts payable 
and the financial report. 

Superintendent Dr. 
Brent Tilley reported on 
the fourth month of at-
tendance, which is re-
maining steady. As for a 
COVID-19 update, there 
were no new cases in the 
weeks that ended on De-

cember 3 and December 
10. 

Tilley also explained 
that every five years 
their federal programs 
and funds undergo Cross-
Functional Monitoring. 
The monitoring oversees 
the implementation of 
the programs and the ex-
penditure of funds. Til-
ley said they were moni-
tored on Monday, and he 
thanked Dr. Sherilonda 
Green for handling the 
process. 

The board then ap-
proved a facility insur-
ance quote that was 
coming up for renewal. 
It is with American Fam-
ily Home Insurance. The 
2022 board meeting dates 
were approved, along 

with dates for January 
2023. Meetings will be 
held on the third Tuesday 
of each month with the 
exception of April, June, 
October and December 
due to holidays or prior 
obligations. 

The board then went 
into executive session at 
7:11 p.m. to discuss hir-

Sheriff’s weekly press release
Sheriff Robert Phillips 

reports on the previous 
week.

On December 12, Cap-
tain Perry Green respond-
ed to a call of theft from a 
vehicle. The complainant 
stated that someone had 
gone into his Jeep and 
stolen several tools and 
other items. This case is 
under investigation.

On December 15, Dep-
uties Scott Woodman and 
Nolan Crawford respond-
ed to Lakeview Drive for 
a call of motor vehicle 
theft. The complainant 
stated that when she re-
turned to her home, her 
vehicle was missing, as 
were several subjects re-
siding in a camper on the 
property. The vehicle has 
been entered as stolen 
into GCIC, and the case 
is under investigation.

On December 16, 
Deputy Jeffery Floyd re-
sponded to a call of ha-
rassing phone calls. Com-
plainant stated that her 
ex had been attempting 
to make contact with her 
after being warned not to 
by his probation officer. 
After determining that 
there are no current no 
contact orders or protec-
tion orders in place, Dep-
uty Floyd referred the 
complainant to the court 
in order so seek a protec-
tion order if she feels it 
necessary.

On December 17, Ser-
geant Nicholas McDowell 
responded to a domestic 
disturbance call on Pine-
wood Street. The com-
plainant stated that a 
male subject had pushed 
her several times. Wit-
ness statements corrobo-

rated the complainant’s 
testimony. The male 
subject was arrested on 
charges of simple battery 
and transported to the 
jail.

On December 17, Dep-
uty Doug Popp responded 
to Pecan Street on a call of 
battery. The complainant 
stated that he had been 
attacked, unprovoked. 
The other party stated 
that the complainant at-
tacked him first and he 
was simply defending 
himself. Because there 
were no witnesses and 
there was no evidence 
to support one version 
of the story or the other, 
this case was referred to 
magistrate if either of the 
subjects wished to pursue 
damages.

The Charlton County wrestling 
team competed in the Wildcat Invita-
tional Tournament this past weekend 
at Valdosta High School. The Indians 
finished ninth as a team against much 
larger schools but had four wrestlers 
that placed in their respective weight 
classes.

Thomas Johnson was the highlight 

of the team, finishing first in the 113 
lb. weight class. Gage Renfroe claimed 
third place at 220 lbs., Jaylen Lilley 
finished fifth at 195 lbs. and Kyler Wil-
liams claimed sixth place at 160 lbs. 

The next meet for the group will be 
at the Area Duals at Irwin County on 
January 8.

Wrestlers competed at 

Wildcat Invitational last weekend


