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Front page news
continues inside!

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The start of every New 

Year is a new beginning, 

not only for one’s self, 

but for a community as 

a whole. The year 2020 

is one which will nev-

er be forgotten and has 

changed the hearts of 

many citizens.

Mrs. Ruby Baker 

serves on the Folkston 

City Council and has de-

cided to make 2021a bet-

ter year by focusing on 

being a better version of 

her.

“Being a better me, 

focuses on all areas, in-

stead of one,” she said, 

“It’s not only for myself, 

but to be an example for 

others.”

She plans to do her 

part in reaching across 

the lines, which have 

kept so many divided, 

and embrace diversity. 

“We all have different 

opinions and we have the 

right to share it. It can 

take a little of yours and 

a little of mine to make a 

better community,” she 

said, “When we bring it 

all together – it’s great!”

Homeland City Coun-

cilman Mark Williams 

shares the same hopes in 

helping the community 

in 2021, by doing his part 

in bringing citizens back 

together and praying the 

COVID-19 virus gets un-

der control.

“It’s all very real,” he 

said, “Seeing so much di-

vision and sickness this 

last year has made an 

impact, so I pray we can 

all do what we can to heal 

it.”

County Commissioner 

and retired nurse Alphya 

Benefield also recogniz-

es the need for not only 

healing from the virus, 

but also for more accessi-

ble information.

“I never make resolu-

tions, but I guess commu-

nity-wise I would resolve 

to be more accessible 

and more knowledgeable 

about the COVID-19 vi-

rus and other things we 

would need to know for 

community safety,” she 

stated “I would like to 

work on better commu-

nication with the Health 

Department to learn 

what they need from us, 

how to help serve the 

community and to do my 

part to help safely relay 

information to citizens.”

Local pastor Dr. Bobby 

Roberson is putting mak-

ing his resolution more 

faith-based, by reaching 

out to area churches.

 “The main thing I 

want to work towards 

is for more communi-

ty-closeness,” he shared, 

“When pastors and 

preachers work together, 

we get more done. If the 

pastors and churches are 

working together, we can 

work with the county, cit-

ies and Board of Educa-

tion to be the best in the 

state.”

Folkston business 

owner Betty McCall is 

just praying for a better 

year with few expecta-

tions.

“I hope to get into our 

new building and get my 

girls through college. I’m 

too scared to make a res-

olution,” she laughed “I’m 

just hoping everything 

goes smoother than even 

the last two years. 2020 

was a trying year, so I 

just hope 2021 is better.”

After a year like the 

last, the minds and hearts 

of many have been affect-

ed and have changed the 

things they may have 

once resolved to do.

“Last year I had more 

focal points, but some-

times you just drop the 

ball. Towards the end of 

the year, you can get so 

overwhelmed, which is 

why I just want to be a 

better me,” said Baker. 

“2020 was such an abnor-

mal year and took us by 

surprise. But it was here 

so we had to learn to live 

with it and deal with it. 

It’s not going away, so 

Charlton citizens make 
New Year resolutions

Phillips sworn in as new Sheriff
Thursday, December 31, Sheriff-elect Robert Phillips was offically sworn in and as of mid-

night January 1 became the Sheriff of Charlton County. He thanked those in attendance and 
personally thanked Sheriff Conner for a smooth transition. Phillips will follow Sheriff Dobie 
Conner, who served over 30 years as Sheriff and over 50 for the Sheriff’s Department. Above, 
former Sheriff Conner congratulates incoming Sheriff Phillips. Below, Phillips is sworn in with 
his family at his side. Also, stay tuned for a look into Sheriff Conner’s carreer in a future edition 
of the Herald.

– Photos by Marla Ogletree

SEE ‘RESOLUTIONS’ ON 2

BY GLENN HUGHES   

The Charlton Coun-

ty Indians showed im-

provement from last 

year and the results of 

their hard work showed 

up on the All Region 2-A 

football team selected 

by the coaches of the re-

gion. The Tribe had four 

members make the first 
team while three others 

were second team selec-

tions.

Senior running back 

Tony Cobb highlighted 

the Indians on the first 
team. Cobb rushed for 

1,078 yards and scored 

17 touchdowns on the 

ground. He also caught 

sixteen passes out of 

the backfield. Helping 
Cobb along the way was 

senior center Taquan 

Pierrain and senior of-

fensive lineman Caleal 

Burroughs. Both were 

also picked as first team 
selections.

Junior placekicker 

Wyatt Crews was the 

fourth Indian to pick up 

first team honors. Crews 
made twenty seven of 

thirty extra points while 

also adding another 

scoring option by mak-

ing four of six field goals 
for the Tribe.

Senior wide receiver 

Tristan Herring was 

named to the second 

team after catching a 

team high twenty six 

passes for 366 yards. Ju-

nior defensive lineman 

Asad Akbar was named 

to the second team after 

recording 36.5 tackles, 

two sacks, and a fum-

ble recovery. Rounding 

out the Indians on the 

second team was senior 

linebacker Braden Whit-

tenburg. He registered 

twenty five tackles, had 
five quarterback hurries, 
two sacks and recovered 

five fumbles.

Seven Indians Recognized on 
All Region 2-A Football Team

MARLA OGLETREE

If nothing else was 

learned from the year 

2020, being more giv-

ing is certainly a lesson 

everyone can take into 

the New Year. Nothing 

means giving more than 

donating blood, and no 

one knows this better 

than the Taylor family.

On June 28, 2017, 

Brandon Taylor, now 31, 

of Folkston was in a se-

vere automobile accident, 

leaving him in critical 

condition. He sustained 

many injuries from the 

wreckage including trau-

matic brain injury, a neck 

fracture, multiple facial 

fractures and aspiration 

pneumonia. Doctors were 

not sure if this husband 

and father of two would 

pull through.

“He began developing 

Acute Respiratory Dis-

tress Syndrome (ARDS) 

with no improvement on 

just the ventilator,” said 

his wife Brittany.

On July 5, the decision 

was made to place Bran-

don on the highest form 

on life support – Extra-

corporeal membrane ox-

ygenation (ECMO). This 

machine uses a pump to 

circulate blood through 

an artificial lung back 
into the bloodstream. 

This system provides 

heart-lung bypass sup-

port outside of the body 

and comes with many 

risks. This was the fam-

ily’s last hope.

“We knew within 48 

hours that ECMO was 

working. He was on it for 

two weeks with huge suc-

cess,” Brittany said.

Patients on ECMO of-

ten require blood trans-

January is National Blood 

Donation Awareness Month
Taylor family is proof it matters

BRANDON IS PICTURED WITH HIS WIFE BRITTANY  

AND CHILDREN, MILEE, RAELYN AND MAVERICK.

SEE ‘DONATION’ ON 2


