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Rayonier recently presented Charlton County Fire and Rescue with a $1,200.00 annual dona-
tion to help with ongoing expenses. “Rayonier appreciates the services they provide to the 
community. As one of many forest landowners in Charlton County, Rayonier is especially 
thankful for the help the department provides in extinguishing wildfi res,” said Dan Hildebrand. 
Pictured is Hildebrand (far right) presenting the donation check to Chief C. L. Lewis.

Charlton Fire and Rescue 
receives donation

The Charlton County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce made sev-
eral arrests over the past 
weeks.  

On November 12, Sgt. 
Nicholas McDowell made 
contact with a disabled 
vehicle on highway 121.  
Sgt. McDowell requested 
assistance from Deputy 
Jeffery Floyd and K-9 
Whiskey. Sgt. McDow-
ell made contact with 
the passengers, Madison 
Stephenson and David 
Day, of Valdosta, while 
Deputy Floyd and Whis-
key conducted a free-air 
sniff of the vehicle. K-9 
Whiskey made a posi-
tive alert on the vehicle 
and a search was carried 

out. During the search, 
deputies located a rolled 
marijuana cigarette and 
a glass smoking pipe 
containing methamphet-
amine residue. Both pas-
sengers were transported 
to the jail and booked on 
charges of possession of a 
controlled substance.

November 26, Inves-
tigator Sammie Hendrix 
conducted a routine resi-
dence verifi cation on a 
sex offender identifi ed 
as Thomas Clayton Bell. 
Upon arrival at the regis-
tered address at the Star 

Motel, Investigator Hen-
drix was unable to make 

contact with the subject. 
After making contact 
with the property man-
ager, Investigator Hen-
drix was informed that 
Bell had checked out of 

the hotel a week prior, 
placing him in violation 
of registration require-
ments. On the same day, 
Bell arrived at the Sher-
iff’s Offi ce to report an 
address change. Because 
he had previously been 
found to be in violation 
of requirements, Bell was 
taken into custody and 

charged with failure to 
register as a sex offender. 
As there was an ongo-
ing drug investigation on 
Bell, a free-air search was 
conducted on his vehicle 
by Deputy Floyd and K-9 
Whiskey. A search was 

conducted after a posi-
tive alert and a white 
powder was discovered 
which fi eld tested posi-
tive for heroin. A warrant 
was taken on Mr. Bell for 

possession of a controlled 
substance.

December 15, Deputy 
Floyd and Sgt. McDow-
ell were out with a sus-
pected shoplifter at Circle 
K on Martin Street. The 

subject, Robert Beck, of 
Mount Airy, North Caro-
lina, volunteered that he 
had “a little marijuana” 

when asked if the depu-
ties could search him. A 
search revealed marijua-
na, three glass pipes, and 
two small baggies with a 
crystal-like substance. Mr. 
Beck stated that the crys-
tal substance was meth. 
Beck was transported to 
the jail and charged with 
misdemeanor possession 
of marijuana, possession 
of drug-related items, and 
possession of a controlled 
substance.

December 29, Deputy 
Floyd spotted what ap-
peared to be a disabled 
vehicle on highway 121. 
Deputy Floyd made con-
tact with the driver, Sam-
uel Pamies, of Brooks-
ville, Florida, who stated 
he had stopped to make 
a phone call and was go-
ing to meet someone in 
Macclenny. Deputy Floyd 
asked dispatch to run Mr. 
Pamies through GCIC 
and conducted a free-air 
sniff while he waited for 

the response. K-9 Whis-
key gave a positive alert 
on the vehicle. Pamies 
was asked to exit the ve-
hicle and Deputies Floyd 
and Daniel Crosby con-
ducted a search. The 

search revealed a baggy of 
a crystal like substance, 

Charlton County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce makes arrests

The Charlton County 

Board of Commissioners 
held its fi rst meeting of 
2020 Thursday, January 
2 in the conference room. 
Commissioners Jesse 
Crews and Luke Gowen 

were absent.
During the meeting, 

the commissioners voted 
to renew the agreement 
with Earl A. Lawson, 
CPA, to work on the 
year-end audit. Lawson 
will also work with Don 

Crews, CPA, on any nec-
essary end-of-the-year 
adjustments. 

Also during the meet-
ing, the commissioners 
approved the renewal 
of the 2020 proposal for 
Methane and Surface 

Water Monitoring at the 
Folkston and St. George 

landfi lls. The monitor-
ing and reporting will be 
done the same as it was 
in 2019. The cost will not 
exceed $9,300.00. 

The county received 
a resolution for the con-
tinuing operation and 
maintenance of the boat 
ramp and future con-
struction of a parking 
lot at Burnt Fort by the 
Department of Natural 
Resources. The motion 
was made and passed 
unanimously. There is 
no current time line on 
this project.

Other news: The 

meeting dates for the 
commissioner meetings 
were set, as well as the 
2020 liaison appoint-
ments. Chief Appraiser 
Lane York stated the Ac-

count Correction Order 

(ACO) summary, a list of 
corrections made to the 
values of Public Utilities, 
was received from the 
state. Chairman James 
Everett, Vice-Chairman 
Alphya Benefi eld and 
county attorney, John 
Adams, were reappoint-
ed. Merrill Varn and 
Sam Williams were re-
named on the St. Marys 
River Management Com-
mittee. Orival Thomp-
son and Mike Harris 

will continue on the Fire 

Board, so long as each 
member so wishes.

The commissioners 
will hold their next work-
shop Thursday, January 
16 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
BOC conference room.

Commissioners prepare 
county for new year

SEE ‘CCSO ARRESTS’ ON 2

* The following is a 

release from the De-

partment of Justice

A former correction-
al offi cer at a private-
ly-operated federal pris-
on could spend up to 15 
years behind bars af-
ter admitting accepting 
bribes from an inmate.

Micheal Eaddy, 23, 
of Blackshear, a former 
correctional offi cer at D. 
Ray James Correctional 
Facility, a private pris-
on operated under feder-
al contract in Folkston, 
Ga., entered the plea in 
U.S. District Court to 

one count of bribery, said 
Bobby L. Christine, U.S. 
Attorney for the South-
ern District of Georgia. 
The charge carries a sen-
tence of up to 15 years in 
prison, a substantial fi ne, 

and up to three years of 
supervised release upon 
completion of the pris-
on sentence. There is no 

parole in the federal sys-
tem.

“Correctional of-
fi cers have a demanding 
job,” said U.S. Attorney 
Christine. “It makes the 
job more diffi cult, and 
dangerous, when dirty 
guards join the inmates 
in violating the law. 
When that happens, our 
offi ce will work to put 
them on the same side of 
the bars.”

Eaddy admitted ac-
cepting $246.25 from 
an inmate in return for 
smuggling cigarettes into 
the prison. Investigators 
discovered the activity 
after seizing a contra-
band phone from the in-

mate and examining its 
contents, which included 
electronic conversations 
between Eaddy and the 
inmate.

“When correctional 

offi cers smuggle contra-
band into prisons in ex-
change for bribes, they 
undermine the safety and 
security of the institution 

they vowed to protect,” 
said James F. Boyer-
smith, Special Agent in 
Charge of the Depart-
ment of Justice Offi ce of 
the Inspector General 
Miami Field Offi ce. 

The case was investi-
gated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice Offi ce of 
Inspector General, and 
prosecuted for the Unit-
ed States by Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Marcela C. 

Mateo.

Former correctional 
offi cer admits accepting 
bribes from inmate
Ex-guard faces up to 15 years in prison for $246 in bribes


