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Charlton County High 
School Senior Samantha 
Baxter was named the 
STAR Student for the 
Class of 2020. Baxter 
selected science teacher, 
Tracey Willis, to be her 
STAR Teacher. 

The STAR program 
stands for the Student 
Teacher Achievement 
Recognition. The pro-
gram was founded in 
1958 by the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce 
and has been sponsored 
by the Professional As-
sociation of Georgia Ed-
ucators (PAGE) since 
the mid-1990’s. Locally, 
the STAR Student and 
Teacher are sponsored 
by the Charlton County 
STAR Student Alumni 
Association. To be se-
lected for the honor, the 
student has to have the 
highest SAT score in his 
or her graduating class 
and be a member of the 
Top 10% academically. 

Rigorous minimum score 
requirements must also 
be met. The STAR Teach-
er is selected by the stu-
dent and is a teacher 
identifi ed by the student 
as being one who has 
made a signifi cant con-
tribution to the student’s 
scholastic development. 
As a local winner, Baxter 
will move on to the Re-
gional STAR competition 
for a chance to compete 
for the state STAR honor.

Baxter is a the Sen-
ior Class President, Miss 
Shilofohaw, a member 
of Honor Court, Top fi ve 
percent all four years of 
high school, Varsity Soft-
ball, Golf, Beta Club, and 
the Georgia Secretary of 
State Ambassadors

Baxter stated, “Since 
the start of high school, 
Ms. Willis has been an 
integral part of my time 
here at Charlton County 
High School. Under her 
leadership in programs 

such as the Georgia Sec-
retary of State Ambassa-
dors and a Class of 2020 
sponsor, I have witnessed 
fi rst-hand her dedica-
tion and commitment to 
her responsibilities. She 
never hesitates to take 
on anything her students 
ask of her – spending 
much of her free time and 
resources to make oppor-
tunities and programs 
possible for us. After also 
being under her instruc-
tion in the classroom, it 
has shown me the heart 
she has for not only 
teaching but also for her 
students.” 

“I am so grateful to get 
the opportunity to thank 
Ms. Willis for always be-
ing willing to help, nev-
er questioning why we 
still haven’t decorated 
the day of homecoming, 
and for helping us plan a 
prom in two weeks. You 
are truly a star teacher! 
Chomp on!”

CCHS STAR Student and  
STAR Teacher named

SAMANTHA BAXTER AND TRACEY WILLIS NAMED STAR STUDENT AND TEACHER.

The Homeland City 
Council held a special 
called meeting Thurs-
day, January 30.

During the meeting, 
the council discussed 
the purchase of a larger 
garbage truck. Public 
Works Superintendent 
Blair Nixon stated the 
current truck does not 
pack as much trash as 
it previously did before, 
and the crew is having to 

make three to four trips 
to the Chesser Island 
Road Landfi ll. The vehi-
cle has also broken down 
and the cost to fi x the 
issue is approximately 
$2,000.00.

Councilman Mark 
Williams stated he sug-
gests choosing the 2005 
Diesel with low mileage 
and an 18-yard load. The 
vehicle does not require a 
CDL to drive. The cost is 

$37,000.00. The city will 
purchase the vehicle on 
credit, making payments 
for four to fi ve years.

Nixon stated he is 
confi dent in Councilman 
Williams’ decision as 
he has more experience 
with these kinds of pur-
chases.
The council voted in fa-

vor of the purchase with 
Councilwoman Donna 
King opposing.

City of Homeland to 

purchase trash truck

Body found in Chesser 
Island  Road Landfi ll

The body of Clay 
County, Florida woman, 
Susan Mauldin, was 
found in Chesser Is-
land Road Landfi ll, in 
Folkston.

Mauldin, 65, last seen 
October 23, was report-
ed missing the next day.

Police have named 
Corey Binderim as a 

person of interest in the 
case. Binderim, a con-
tractor, was working on 
Mauldin’s home during 
the time of her disap-
pearance. He was ar-
rested late last year on 
unrelated forgery charg-
es and is the top suspect 
for this case.

By Marla Ogletree

The Charlton Coun-
ty Board of Education 
(BOE) held its regularly 
scheduled meeting Tues-
day, January 21.

During the meet-
ing, Chairman Matthew 
Sands and Vice Chair-
man Curt Nixon were re-
appointed to their posi-
tions for the year of 2020.

Also during the meet-
ing, Superintendent Dr. 
John Lairsey made the 
recommendation to ap-
prove overnight fi eld 
trips for the Charlton 
County High School 
(CCHS) FFA State Live-
stock Show scheduled for 
February 19-22 in Perry, 
as well as FFA day at 
the capital February 17-
18 in Atlanta; the CCHS 
Wrestling Traditional 

State Tournament, Feb-
ruary 13-15 in Macon; 
the CCHS Wrestling Du-
als State Tournament, 
January 16-18 in Macon; 
CCHS Wrestling Sec-
tionals, February 7-8, in 
Locust Grove; the CCHS 
First Tech Challenge Ro-
botics District League 
Competition, January 
10-11, in Athens and 
Watkinsville; and the 
CCHS symphonic band, 
February 6-8, in St. Si-
mons Island. The trips 
were approved unani-
mously.

The use of a school bus 
for the Charlton County 
4-H Club on March 14 for 
the Cloverleaf District 
Project Achievement in 
Alma was unanimously 
approved. 

The board unani-

mously approved the 
Five-Year Facilities 
Resolution, stating the 
Georgia Department of 
Education commends the 
maintenance and orga-
nization of the facility 
program of the Charl-
ton County Schools. The 
plan is eligible for an 
estimated $2,593271.00 
in renovation and modi-
fi cation funds, as well 
as $10,099,766.00 for 
modernization, and 
$5,921069.00 for the con-
struction of a new high 
school. The resolution 
also states “It is the in-
tent of the Board of Edu-
cation and administra-
tion staff to propose that 
the citizens of Charlton 
County be provided the 

Board of Education talks 

new high school facility

SEE ‘EDUCATION’ ON 2

The Charlton County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce contin-
ues to make arrests in 
narcotics cases and as-
sist the Department of 
Community Supervision. 
One of the major tasks 
facing the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
is providing assistance to 
probation offi cers from 
Community Supervision 
in conducting their oper-
ations.  

On January 7, depu-
ties were assisting proba-
tion offi cers with a search 
of a residence. Upon ar-
rival to the residence, 
offi cers made contact 
with two subjects, John 
Prescott and Elizabeth 
Banks, both of Folkston. 

Both were arrested on 
pre-existing warrants. A 
search revealed suspect-
ed narcotics and contra-
band. Both subjects were 
transported to the jail 
where they were booked 
on possession of a con-
trolled substance and 
possession of drug-relat-
ed objects, as well as their 
existing warrants. Banks 
was released on bond the 
following day. Prescott is 
being held on a probation 
warrant without bail.

January 15, Deputy 
Daniel Crosby was on pa-
trol in the Dixie Lake area 
when he clocked a vehicle 
traveling 53 mph in a 35 
zone. Deputy Crosby con-

ducted a traffi c stop and 
made contact with the 
driver, Marcel Stewart, 
of Folkston. Deputy Cros-
by contacted dispatch to 
run the driver’s license 
through GCIC, and the 
license came back as 
suspended. Stewart was 
arrested for the suspend-
ed license and a subse-
quent search of the ve-
hicle revealed marijuana 
and methamphetamine. 
Stewart was transported 
to the jail and booked on 
possession of a controlled 
substance, possession 
of a drug related object, 
misdemeanor marijuana 
possession, and driving 
while license suspended. 
He is being held without 
bail.

SEE ‘SHERIFF’ ON 2

Charlton County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce makes arrests


