
By Jamison Guice

The City of Folkston 
gathered for its regu-
lar monthly meeting on 
Monday, September 20 
at 6:30 p.m. The council 
approved the meeting’s 
agenda, the minutes from 
July and August, and 
the income and expense 
statements.

The council then heard 
from the Folkston Police 
Department who filed 26 
incident reports, inves-
tigated nine accidents, 
answered 1,771 calls and 
collected $15,679 in fines 
for the month of August. 
Of that, $10,759.23 went 
to the city. 

City Manager Pender 
Lloyd said the contracts 
have been signed for 
Main Street’s repave-
ment plans, and they 
are in the process of set-
ting up a pre-construc-
tion committee with the 
contractors. He plans to 
start around the begin-
ning of November due 

to city events during the 
month of October.

Pender planned to 
meet with a representa-
tive from the Regional 
Commission to discuss 
the city’s infrastructure 
grant. He expects to re-
ceive either $6 to $7 mil-
lion or $11 million. 

City Hall’s repairs 
should be finished in an-
other two to three weeks, 
a month at the latest. 
Rotten wood and old 
doors were replaced. All 
that is left is new paint, 
gutters and lettering on 
the building’s front. 

The council received 
the parade permit, and 
Pender said that it ad-
hered to all of the coun-
cil’s requirements. 

Also, the council is 
setting public hearings 
for the budget on Octo-
ber 7 at 10:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. The third and 
final hearing will be on 
October 18 at 6:00 p.m., 
right before the council’s 

monthly session. The 
budget will then be voted 
on at the session. 

Pastor Terrance Pend-

er informed the council 

that Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Day in 2022 is on 

January 17. United Alli-

ance’s annual march will 

be held at the same time 

and location. From Mar-

tin Street at 11:00 a.m., 

it will travel down Main 

Street and end at the 

courthouse. The services 

will take place outside at 

Chatman-Mobley Park 

beginning at 12:00 p.m. 

Mayor Lee Gowen re-

minded everyone of the 

Champ Bailey Fun Day 

hosted by Peach State 

Health Plan. The fun day 

was primarily aimed to 

improve COVID-19 vac-

cination information and 

vaccine rates. Pro baller 

Champ Bailey, doctors 

and some of Charlton’s 

public figures participat-

ed in the event’s Covid 

panel discussion.

Elaine Bailey thanked 

the council for putting 

up the additional Champ 

Bailey street sign, lo-

cated off Third Street. It 

is in front of the Champ 

Bailey Field. 

Terrance Pender also 
informed the council that 
there is a washed-out 
curb on Pinewood Street, 
and he was told it will be 
worked on. 

The council then dis-
missed for executive ses-
sion at 6:47 p.m. and re-
turned at 6:58 p.m. where 
they discussed personnel. 
No action was taken. 
They were dismissed and 
the next meeting will be 

on October 18 at 6:30 p.m.
The Folkston Police 

Department released 
the following motor ve-
hicle crash reports for the 
dates of August 6 through 
September 8, 2021.

August 6, a 2019 Nis-
san Pathfinder, driven 
by Debora Kay Avery, 
failed to yield to a 2006 
Cadillac DTS driven by 
Isabello Asbury Arenas. 
The Nissan Pathfinder 
struck the Cadillac DTS 
as it was making a south-
bound turn.

August 8, a 2013 Toyo-
ta Tacoma driven by Eve-
lyn Katherine Moore was 
traveling south through 
the parking lot of South-
eastern Bank. A 2015 
Nissan Altima driven by 
Kayla Marie Mullis was 
traveling west through 
the parking lot attempt-
ing to turn left.  The Nis-
san Altima failed to yield 
to the Toyota Tacoma and 
struck the Toyota Taco-
ma in the driver’s door.

August 9, a 2017 Toy-
ota Tacoma driven by 
Dwane Riley Campbell 
was parked facing north 
in a parking space. A 
2013 Honda Accord driv-
en by Rosezeter Genien 
Lewis was traveling west 
on Main Street behind 
the Toyota Tacoma.  The 
Toyota Tacoma attempt-
ed to back from the park-
ing space and struck the 
Honda Accord.

August 16, a 2019 Nis-
san Versa driven by Lau-
rn Catherine Smith was 
backing out of its park-
ing sport. A 2007 Nissan 
Altima driven by Jessica 
Nicole Smith was travel-
ing north on Kay Street. 

The Nissan Versa backed 
into the Nissan Altima.

August 17, a 2016 
GMC Sierra pickup driv-
en by Shani Lang Bak-
er was traveling north 
through the Pizza Hut 
parking lot. The GMC Si-
erra drove over a downed 
light pole striking the 
concrete base.

August 19, a 2007 
Ford Escape, driven by 
Waylon Cole Jones, was 
stopped at the stop sign 
on GA Hwy. 121, at its 
intersection with GA 
Hwy. 4 facing east. A 
2021 Freightliner 1145D 
driven by Dusty Ray Alt-
man was traveling south 
on GA Hwy. 4 in the in-
side lane, at the area of 
GA Hwy. 4 and the inter-
section of GA Hwy. 121. 
The Ford Escape failed to 
yield the right of way and 
entered the intersection 
onto GA Hwy. 4 in front 
of the Freightliner 1145D 
causing it to strike the 
Ford Escape.

August 24, a 2012 
Toyota Prius, driven 
by Everett Knox Wain-
wright, was parked in the 
parking space facing west 
on First Street at the 
Folkston Pharmacy. A 
2021 GMC Yukon, driven 
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City Council hears MLK plans, updates

Homeland man arrested 

in connection to house fire 
According to the In-

surance and Safety Fire 

Commissioner John F. 

King, James Robinson, 

18, of Homeland is being 

charged with Arson in the 

first degree, Burglary, 

Criminal Trespassing, 

and Obstruction in con-

nection with a Charlton 

County fire. The incident 

occurred on Tuesday, 

September 7 at approxi-

mately 9:00 a.m., and it 

caused moderate dam-

age to the 47-year-old 

1,772-square-foot home.

“Upon examination 

of the scene, our Arson 

Investigators discovered 

that multiple fires had 

been intentionally  set 

inside the structure,” 

Commissioner King said. 

“Through numerous com-

munity tips, investiga-

tors determined James 

Robinson of Homeland 

set the fires. Mr. Robin-

son was subsequently ar-

rested and transported 

to the Charlton County 

Jail.”

Commissioner King’s 

Fire Investigations Unit 

assisted the Charlton 

County Sheriff’s Office 

and the Charlton County 

Fire Department with 

this investigation.

Board of Education 
gives county rankings
By Jamison Guice

The Charlton County 
Board of Education gath-
ered for its monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 21. All members were 
present except Dr. Mat-
thew Sands. The board 
approved the meeting’s 
agenda with one addition - 
the October 19 meeting is 
now scheduled for October 
12 at 7:00 p.m.

The board approved the 
minutes for the August 
17 work session and the 
August 17 meeting. The 
members also approved 
accounts payable through 
September 17 and Au-
gust’s financial report. Ac-
cording to Superintendent 
Brent Tilley, the report 
stated they had collected 
one percent of local rev-
enues which he mentioned 
are late payments for last 
year’s tax collections: also, 
three percent collected 
from state revenues, 3.66 
percent of total revenues 
and 5.5 percent collected 
from expenditures. 

Tilley informed the 
board the county’s atten-
dance is up to 94 percent, 
along with enrollment. 
He provided a COVID-19 

update. Charlton has “sig-
nificantly lower” cases 
than two surrounding 
counties with mask man-
dates. Charlton only has 
a 0.2 percent number of 
positive cases while Tilley 
said Camden and Coffee 
County were higher. He 
said that Camden has av-
eraged around one percent 
positivity for around half 
of the time since August. 

SchoolDigger provides 
test scores, rankings, dis-
trict boundaries, ethnic 
makeup and other metrics 
for over 120,000 schools 
within the United States. 
Tilley reported that Charl-
ton County ranked 98 out 
of 193 school districts. In 
comparison, the county 
ranked 94 in 2019. Our dis-
trict outranked Atkinson, 
Brooks, Clinch, Coffee and 
Turner Counties. How-
ever, Charlton was behind 
Bacon, Camden, Echols, 
Irwin, Lanier, Piece and 
Ware Counties. Overall, 
Charlton placed 144 out of 
409 high schools. 

Also, SAT scores were 
released. For reading and 
writing, the county scored 
above the national aver-

Police crash report 
for Aug. 6 to Sept. 8

Champ Bailey Family Fun Day events and panel guests
Champ Bailey Fun Day was sponsored by Peach State Health 
Plan, and it was aimed to increase vaccination rates in the 
county. The event included vaccine shots along with $25 gift 
cards with a COVID-19 vaccine. The fun day hosted many 
vendors like the McKinney Medical Care Center, Inc., Cam-

den House and many more. At 10:30 a.m., six panelists, in-
cluding Champ Bailey, participated in the Bridging the Gap 
on COVID-19 Vaccine panel discussion. The panel answered 
various answers and then questions from the audience. See 
more photos on Page 12.

Charlton wins nail biter, 35-34, against Clinch
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In a close-call game that went into overtime, the Tribe beat the panthers in the 71st annual Swamp War match-up. For more 
details, see page 6.


