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The Folkston Police 
Department recently re-
leased the following inci-
dent reports for July 22 
to August 19.

On July 23, Offi cer 
James Murray made con-
tact with a complainant 
who advised him that 
on July 22, she lost her 
company credit card at 
the Friendly Express.  
Someone stole the card 
and began using it at 
multiply locations from 
Folkston to Jacksonville.  
The offender made a total 
of six purchases totaling 
$812.51. The card was 
an American Express 
Business credit card. 
Upon further investiga-
tion, it was found that 
Elbert Eugene Starks 
committed the offenses.  
Starks was placed under 
arrest on August 19 and 
charged with one count 
of fi nancial transaction 
card theft and six counts 
of fi nancial transaction 
card fraud. Starks was 
then turned over to the 
jailor on duty.

August 9, Offi cer Gary 
Rhoden observed a 2009 
Pontiac G6 traveling 
south on GA Hwy. 4 with 
a driver-side headlight 
out. Offi cer Rhoden con-
ducted a traffi c stop on 
the vehicle and met the 
offender, Bryanna Lynn 
Porter. While asking for 
her license, Offi cer Rho-
den could smell a strong 
odor of marijuana com-
ing from the vehicle and 
observed marijuana on 
Porter’s pants. Offi cer 
Rhoden had Porter exit 
the vehicle and conduct-
ed a search. The search 
revealed marijuana and 
a metal grinder with 
marijuana residue. Por-
ter was placed under ar-
rest, transported to the 
jail where she was inter-
viewed and turned over to 
the jailor on duty.  Porter 
was charged with posses-
sion and use of drug-re-
lated object, VGCSA less 
than one oz. (marijuana), 
and driving unsafe/im-
properly equipped vehi-
cle.

August 11, Offi cer 
James Murray was dis-

patched to 71 Rebecca 
and James Ct. in refer-
ence to a physical do-
mestic altercation. Upon 
arrival, Offi cer Murray 
observed all parties in-
volved had minor inju-
ries. After further inves-
tigation and retrieving 
witness statements, it 
was found the offender, 
Joseph Bernard Battle, 
choked the victim and 
threatened to kill her. 
While trying to defend 
the victim, the other two 
were bitten and hit by 
Battle. Battle was taken 
into custody and trans-
ported to jail. He was 
mirandized and inter-
viewed. He was charged 
with two counts battery 
and one count aggravat-
ed assault-other weapon. 
Warrants were taken in 
this matter.

August 13, Offi cer 
Jason Rifenbark con-
ducted a traffi c stop on a 
2007 Volvo Semi-Truck 
for running a red light 
at GA Hwy. 4 - south-
bound and Main Street.  
Offi cer Rifenbark made 
contact with the driver, 
Thomas Gabriel Cordo-
ba, who provided a Flor-
ida driver’s license. A 
check of Cordoba’s infor-
mation through G.C.I.C. 
revealed that Cordoba’s 
driver’s license was sus-
pended for failure to 
appear on a traffi c sum-
mons on August 8.  Cor-
doba was taken into cus-
tody and transported to 
the sheriff’s offi ce where 
he was issued the cita-
tions for running a red 
light and licensed driving 
while license suspended/
revoked. The semi-truck 
was secured at the for-
mer Huddle House by 
Deputy/Class A Driver 
Dustin Morrison at the 
request of Cordoba.  This 
case is closed.

August 14, Offi cer 
James Murray was called 
to 390 Sixth Street, in 
reference to an acci-
dent and the driver left 
the scene.  Upon arriv-
al, Offi cer Murray ob-
served where a vehicle 
had struck the parking 
railing at Apt. 390 and 

damaged the railing and 
concrete.  Offi cer Mur-
ray located the offender’s 
vehicle, a 2006 Ponti-
ac Vibe, on the property 
with damage matching 
the accident. Offi cer Mur-
ray located the offender, 
Kelly Noelle Klepser, at 
396 Sixth Street. Kleps-
er immediately admitted 
to striking the railing.  
She was placed under 
arrest at that time. Af-
ter checking the vehi-
cle’s information through 
G.C.I.C., G.C.I.C. replied 
that Klepser had no valid 
insurance and the regis-
tration was suspended.  
Klepser was transported 
to the jail. Offi cer Mur-
ray conducted an inter-
view and she was turned 
over to the jailor on duty.  
Klepser was charged 
with leaving the scene of 
the accident with injury/
damage, no insurance, 
and driving with a sus-
pended tag.

August 14, Offi cer 
James Murray was dis-
patched to 77 Fifth Street 
in reference to vandal-
ism. Upon arrival, Offi cer 
Murray made contact 
with the complainant, 
who advised the offender, 
Lenzi Corene Maggart, 
beat the exterior of the 
complainant’s car with 
a four-way tire tool. A 
witness handed Offi cer 
Murray the tire tool. The 
vehicle received damage 
all around. Repair for 
the vehicle will cost more 
than $1,500.00. Warrants 
were secured. Later, on 
August 14, Maggart was 
placed under arrest, in-
terviewed, and turned 
over to the jailor on duty.  
She was charged with 
damage to property-pri-
vate fi rst degree.

Folkston PD releases 

incident reports

Hurricane Dorian passed the Charlton County region as a Category 2, but was far enough off 

the coast to not cause much damage. The county received sporadic rain and heavy wind. 

Local citizens placed a sign in the window of the Historic McDonald House on Main Street 

warding off the storm.

Charlton safe from Dorian

Charlton Commissioners 
hold monthly workshop
BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Charlton County 
Board of Commissioners 
held their monthly 
workshop Thursday, 
September 5.

The board looked over 
the 12-month action items 
list for the 2019-2020. 
The list showed items in 
need of improvement at 
Chatman Mobley Park, 
Deuce Lloyd Fields, and 
St. George Recreational 
Park.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Alphya Benefi eld alerted 
the commissioners of 
missing bleachers from 
Chatman Mobley Park. 
Commissioner Jesse 
Crews stated they may 
have been used during 
the Indian baseball 
championships. He stated 
he would check for them. 
Commissioner Benefi eld 
asked for ideas on how to 
lock the bathrooms at the 
park and to make the park 
accessible for practices.

The commissioners 
also talked about the 
need of a new batting 

cage at Deuce Lloyd 
Fields. Charlton County 
Recreation Department 
Supervisor Terry 
Williamson told the 
board the tennis courts 
at Deuce Lloyd Fields 
are currently in use by 
the high school, and 
suggested they be cleaned 
up for the students. They 
also discussed different 
options to block the fryer 
located at the concession 
stand from the public 
for safety purposes. 
Commissioner Crews also 
notifi ed the board of the 
missing sign for the park.

List items for the park 
in St. George include 
cleaning up the fi elds, 
ditches, and dugouts, 
fi xing the trashcan 
holders, and updating 
signs.

Also during 
the meeting, the 
commissioners discussed 
updating the personnel 
policy for county 
employees. The county 
will work with an 
attorney’s offi ce to make 

sure all is in order. The 
board of commissioners 
also discussed the Road 
Improvement Plans for 
the year. Commissioner 
Drew Jones expressed his 
confi dence in Road Work 
Superintendent Ronnie 
Pollock and the road crew.

Commissioner Luke 
Gowen expressed his 
thanks for Pollock and 
for the help from the City 
of Folkston for all the 
work they did to prepare 
for Hurricane Dorian. 
Commissioner Jones and 
Chairman Everett agreed. 
Commissioner Crews 
expressed his gratitude 
for having the proper 
equipment for St. George 
to be prepared as well. 
Commissioner Benefi eld 
stated she was thankful 
for Pollock and his team 
for all their hard work, 
as well as all the prayers 
from the community.

The commissioners 
will meet Thursday, 
September 19, at 6:00 
p.m. in the community 
room in St. George.

Long Branch Creek bridge is open
The Long Branch Creek bridge, located on Spanish Creek Road is fi nally open. The Georgia 
Department of Transportaion closed the bridge for repares May 13 and reopened the roadway 

last week. The project was fi nished within the estimated time frame.

SEE ‘REPORTS’ ON 2.


