
Gateway to the Okefenokee, Trainwatchers’ Paradise Serving Folkston and all of Charlton County

w w w. c h a r l t o n c o u n t y h e r a l d . c o m  o r  f o l l o w  u s  o n  f a c e b o o k  a t  w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / c h a r l t o n c o u n t y h e r a l d

© Charlton County 
Herald Inc.

MEMBER OF THE GEORGIA 
PRESS AND NATIONAL 

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATIONS

Front Page News 

continues inside...

121st YEAR  •  ISSUE 41•  FOLKSTON, GEORGIA 31537  •  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2019  •  20 PAGES, TWO SECTIONS  •   $1.00 (inc. tax)

BY GLENN HUGHES

Last Friday began as 
a day Charlton County 
High School and Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Famer Champ 
Bailey were reunited as 
the Hall of Fame would 
be in town to present the 
“Hometown Hall of Fam-
er” plaque to the school. 
By the end of the night, 
many more events would 
happen that would make 
it a day for all to re-
member.

Bailey arrived at 
the school around 
noon on Friday along 
with members of the 
Hall of Fame and the 
Ford Motor Company. 
The group would meet 
with Media Specialist 
Meagan Lee and pres-
ent the school with 22 
Chromebooks to be 
used by the students.

Students would 
then gather in the gym 
for a special presenta-
tion of the “Hometown 
Hall of Famer” plaque. 
Filled with students, fam-
ily, and friends the gym 
was electric when Bailey 
entered. After Principal 
Danny McCoy welcomed 
everyone and made his 
opening remarks Mayor 
of Folkston, Lee Gowen, 
then proclaimed Friday 
as “Champ Bailey Day”. 
The Hall of Fame present-
ed the plaque in honor of 
Bailey to the school.

The “Hometown Hall 
of Fame” is a national 
program that honors the 
hometown roots of the 
greatest heroes of the 
game with special cere-
monies and plaque-ded-
ication events in local 

communities. The goal is 
to reconnect Hall of Fam-
ers with the communities 
that helped them reach 
their goals. 

The plaque was un-
veiled by George Veras, 
representing the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame, making 
Charlton County High 
School the 123rd school to 
become an “Official School 
of the Pro Football Hall of 

Fame”.
Bailey then spoke to 

the crowd, which included 
many former teammates 
who showed up in sup-
port and reflected back 
on many memories  had 
growing up. He stated 
Folkston is represented in 
the Hall of Fame because 
of all of them. He told the 
crowd the connections you 
make in high school will 
last you a lifetime.

A reception for fami-
ly and friends was held 
in the media center fol-
lowing the presentation. 
Hard work by Meagan 
Lee, assisted by Crystal 
Brooks, made the recep-
tion a wonderful event as 
many old memories were 
shared. At the reception, 
Bailey was presented a 

painting by Lewis Stokes 
commemorating his years 
at Charlton County.

Then on Friday night 
prior to the Indians’ game, 
a pre-game ceremony was 
held in Bailey’s honor. 
Bailey spoke to the Indi-
ans in the locker room be-
fore the ceremony and told 
them what it meant to be 
an Indian and to play not 
just for themselves, but for 

the players in the 
room beside them 
and next to them 
when they line up 
on the field.

More surpris-
es were in store 
once the ceremo-
ny began. Mayor 
Lee Gowen pro-
claimed in addi-
tion to it being 
“Champ Bailey 
Day” that the part 
of Indian Trail 

from U.S.1 to the high 
school would now be called 
Champ Bailey Lane. Then 
Superintendent John 
Lairsey proclaimed the 
stadium would be called 
Champ Bailey Field as it 
was unveiled under the 
scoreboard.

Bailey was surprised 
and moved by the recog-
nition and then provid-
ed a surprise of his own. 
On Youth Night, Bailey 
presented the Glover 
Brother’s Youth Football 
Program with a $20,000 
check to help them as they 
promote football among 
the youth in the area.

Bailey stayed around 
during the game sign-
ing autographs and tak-
ing pictures with fans 
throughout the night. 

Welcome Home Champ 
celebrations held

HALL OF FAMER CHAMP BAILEY PRESENTED 22 CHROMEBOOKS TO MEDIA 
SPECIALIST MEGAN LEE FOR THE USE OF CCHS STUDENTS.

BAILEY PRESENTED THE GLOVER BROTHERS FOOTBALL PROGRAM WITH A 
CHECK FOR $20,000.00. HE IS PICTURED WITH THE TIGERS.

BAILEY BEAMS IN FRONT OF THE SCORE BOARD ON THE FIELD, WHERE HE ONCE 
PLAYED, NOW NAMED FOR HIM. 

– FOR MORE PHOTOS SEE PAGE 2A.

THE HALL OF FAMER RECEIVED A WARM 
WELCOME AT CCHS.

It is the best time of year – Spooky Season! During the season, members of the Kern family 

display their love of all things skeleton and Halloween related. Beginning last year, they deco-

rated their yard with various skeleton scenes during the month of October. Interest quickly 

grew and requests were made to create more scenes and share with more of the public. Fans 

of the Skellys make the drive each week to check out the new scenes. In an effort to reach 

more people and share some “spooky” spirit, the Kern family presents “Skelly Scenes from 

the Scrub.” Above, Mrs. Skelly Walks Her Doxies. Below, Mrs. Skelly asks the mister to spare 

a square while catching up on the news with a copy of the Herald.  – Photos by Stoney Kern 

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Charlton County 
Board of Education held 
its regularly scheduled 
meeting Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17.

During the meeting, 
the board discussed the 
year-end financial re-
port. Superintendent Dr. 
John Lairsey stated the 
board ended with a great 
year, spending only 96% 
of the budget, with rev-
enues  exceeding expen-
ditures by 104.84%. Dr. 
Lairsey said it is always 
good when the revenues 
exceed the budget.

The board also dis-
cussed school atten-

dance, stating there are 
1,629 students enrolled 
in Charlton County 
Schools. Records show 
there is a 96% daily at-
tendance. 

A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
with Coastal Pines Tech-
nical College was re-
newed. The MOU will 
allow the college to con-
tinue the Dual Enroll-
ment Program at Charl-
ton County High School. 
Dual Enrollment allows a 
student to be enrolled in 
two academic institu-
tions at once, usually 
a high school and a col-
lege. The credits earned 

go towards requirements 
for both high school and 
college graduation. The 
motion was passed unan-
imously. 

Other news: the board 
approved an increase in 
trip pay and the daily 
rate for substitute bus 
drivers; Nedra Philmore 
was hired as a parapro-
fessional; Amber Kirk-
patrick was hired as 
a bus driver; and the 
FMLA application was 
approved for Fonda Hen-
derson.

The Board of Edu-
cation will meet again 
Tuesday, October 15 at 
7:00 p.m.

Board of Education gives 
update at latest meeting

Itʼs Okefenokee Festival 
Time!
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– Photo by Nate McMillan
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Introducing the Skelly family


