
The Folkston Police 

Department released 

the following motor ve-

hicle crash reports for 

the dates of October 26 

through December 4, 

2021.

October 26, a 2018 

Chevy Silverado driven 

by Julian Rhett Walker 

was at the stop sign on 

Third Street at its in-

tersection with GA 4.  A 

2007 Dodge Caliber driv-

en by Lisa Marie Tyson 

was traveling north on 

GA 4 approaching Third 

Street.  The Chevy Sil-

verado failed to yield to 

the Dodge Caliber and 

began to cross GA 4.  The 

Chevy Silverado struck 

the Dodge Caliber.

October 28, a 2014 

Freightliner Cascadia 

was parked in a parking 

space at the Friendly Ex-

press Truck Stop facing 

west.  A 2014 Kenworth 

tractor was traveling 

north through the park-

ing lot.  The Kenworth 

attempted to turn into 

a parking space facing 

west.  As the Kenworth 

was turning left into the 

parking space, the pas-

senger side rear corner 

of the Kenworth trailer 

struck the Freightliner.

October 30, a 2005 

Lexus ES330 driven by 

Charlene Bufford was 

traveling north bound on 

GA 4 just north of Home-

land Park Road.  A deer 

then attempted to cross 

GA 4.  The Lexus struck 

the deer with the driver’s 

headlight making initial 

contact.

October 30, a 1997 

GMC Sierra driven by 

Roy Earl Lansdell was 

stopped at the red light 

on Main Street at the in-

tersection of Main Street 

and GA Hwy. 4 facing 

east.  A 2020 Toyota High-

lander driven by Dany-

elle Brooke Minchew was 

stopped behind the GMC 

Sierra.  The GMC Sierra 

began backing and struck 

the Toyota Highlander.

November 2, a 2018 

Nissan Altima driven by 

Joann O’Hara Strickland 

was traveling east on GA 

Hwy. 252 when a deer 

exited the wooded area 

from the right, entered 

onto the eastbound lane 

in front of the Nissan Al-

tima causing the Nissan 

Altima to strike the deer.

November 5, a 2021 

Hyundai Palisade driven 

by Dennis Elijah Smith 

was facing east, backing 

to the west, in the yard of 

the residence located at 

17 Milton Street.  A 2019 

Lexus ES350 was parked 

facing east, unoccupied 

to the rear, right passen-

ger side of the Hyundai 

Palisade.   The Hyundai 

Palisade struck the front 

driver side of the Lexus 

ES350.

November 9, a 2007 

Toyota 4Runner driven 

by Almalik L. McAr-

thur was backing north 

through the Subway 

parking lot. A 2016 Toy-

ota Tundra Crewmax 

was parked in a parking 

space unoccupied, facing 

west. The Toyota 4Run-

ner turned and began 

backing east striking the 

Toyota Tundra.

BY JAMISON GUICE 

Folkston’s City Coun-
cil gathered on Monday, 
December 20 at 6:30 p.m; 
council member Bruce 
Young was absent. The 
minutes from the No-
vember 15 meeting and 
the income and expense 
statements were ap-
proved. 

Chief of Police Wes-
ley Green presented the 
department’s November 
report. There were 34 
incidents, 12 accidents 
and 1,624 calls answered. 
Also, $8,929 in fines was 
collected; $7,076.18 is the 
city’s portion. 

City Manager Pend-
er Lloyd reported that 
Main Street construc-
tion is completed with 
the exception of perma-
nent road stripes. The 
company was expected to 
do the stripes last week 
but was delayed by bad 
weather. Lloyd updated 
the council on some up-
coming projects like a 
drainage pipe on Tower 
Street. The FY22 LMIG 
was in the process of be-
ing submitted, and Lloyd 
said the project would be 
for milling and repaving 
a section of Dixie Lake 
Road. 

Council member Ruby 
Baker commended Lloyd 
on the budget, and he 
said much of the credit 
belongs with the city em-
ployees. 

As for old business, 
the executive director for 
the Okefenokee Cham-
ber of Commerce, Dana 
O’Quinn, said that Chris-
mas on Main street was 
a success. She credits 
the city employees who 

helped out. 
Also, she said there 

were some “growing 
pangs” with rail fans in 
regards to sharing the 
Depot and its grounds 
throughout the event. She 
received a few complaints 
about the bathroom fa-
cilities, and O’Quinn said 
she tried to explain to the 
visitors that the Funnel’s 
facilities are specifically 
for the rail fans. 

She proposed two con-
siderations for the coun-
cil. First, to lock the facil-
ity’s bathrooms after 8:00 
p.m. and unlock them 
in the morning; second, 
to place a ‘No overnight 
parking’ sign in the park-
ing lot. 

The Chamber also 
hosted the live nativ-
ity last Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. There were the live 
nativity, caroling and 
candle lighting. 

For new business, the 
council passed the CSRA 
Probation Services con-
tract. The contract was 
previously under the Sa-
tilla Probabtion Manage-
ment Corporation, but it 
was bought out. The con-
tract is the same agree-
ment; it is just under a 
different name. 

Then, Ashley Gowen 
with the Okefenokee 
Development Authority 
asked for the reappoint-
ment of Nancy Zetmeir 
as a city appointment 
under a four-year term. 
Gowen’s request was ap-
proved.

The council received 
a variance request from 
U.S. 1 Extended Stay 
Studio Apartments, lo-
cated at 6017 N 2nd 

Street. The request is 
to rebuild a section of a 
previously torn down sec-
tion of the original apart-
ments. It was clarified 
that the area is a com-
mercially zoned property, 
not residential, which is 
the cause of the variance 
request. 

Lloyd explained the 
apartments were grand-
fathered in, but the cur-
rent land development 
code does not allow resi-
dential units in a com-
mercial district. Addi-
tionally, he said there are 
some residential units in 
the commercial zone, but 
the units existed before 
the code was adopted. So 
if it ceases to exist (as in 
being torn down), that is 
why a variance request is 
needed. 

Mayor Lee Gowen rec-
ommended the council 
deny the variance request 
due to prior criminal ac-
tivity at the establish-
ment. Council member 
Marion Davis, Jr. moved 
to deny the request and 
Ruby Baker seconded. 
The request was denied. 

Then, the council ap-
proved moving the Janu-
ary 17, 2022 meeting to 
January 10 at 6:30 p.m 
due to Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day. 

There was no mayor’s 
report, but Gowen ap-
preciated the employees 
hard work. He wished 
them a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

The council adjourned 
at 6:50 p.m., and the next 
meeting is scheduled for 
January 10 at 6:30 p.m.
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Herald closed for 
New Year holiday

The Herald will be closed on December 30 and 31 in order to bring in the New 
Year! We will resume business as usual on Monday, January 3 at 8:30 a.m.

City of Folkston denies 
variance request for apartments

Pictures from 

Okefenokee Chamber 

of Commerce’s holiday 

festivites on Page 8.

FPD releases crash reports
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The Charlton County 
FFA Alumni and Sup-
porter organized the 
Swine in the Swamp 
Jackpot Show - Winter 
Edition on December 18 
where hog drivers from 

multiple counties were 
able to show off their 
skills. 

The winners are as 
follows: Grayson Carter, 
novice showmanship 
winner; Peyton O’Steen, 
junior showmanship win-

ner; Brooke Stone, inter-
mediate showmanship 
winner; Leanna Bev-
erly, senior showman-
ship winner and overall 
showmanship winner; 
Grayson Carter, grand 
champion gilt; Brooks 
Duke, reserve champion 
gilt; Harper Copeland, 
reserve champion bar-
row; Brooke Stone, over-
all market hog.

There will also be a 
Final Drive Friday next 
Friday on January 7 at 
6:00 p.m. The drives are 
a way for students to 
practice showmanship 
skills and some info on 
their show-stopping hog.

Updates for hog lovers, 
show winners and drive


