
By Jamison Guice

As of September 1, 
there are 69 COVID-19 
cases within Charlton 
County. With COVID-19 
on the rise, access to pro-
grams that provide finan-
cial support to individuals 
stricken with the virus be-
comes more predominant. 
However, it can be hard 
to find these resources 
as most are distributed 
through state and federal 
assistance.

Folkston resident 
Elaine Bailey recently 
brought up this topic at a 
City Council meeting be-
cause she has struggled to 
find help during this hard 
time. Like many others, 
she has been on the search 
to find what is available. 

She encourages oth-
ers who are in a similar 
situation to keep looking 
and see what is available. 
Since so many programs 
require applications, she 
said to make sure to fill 
out the application cor-
rectly and not leave any-
thing out. 

She mentions looking 
into state and nonprofit 
organizations that may 
help provide assistance 
during this trying time. 

Here are some federal, 
state and local programs 
that help out Georgia 
residents suffering from 
the virus. As Bailey said, 
when applying to these re-
sources, be sure to fill out 
any required applications 
and additional forms thor-
oughly with the required 
information. Do not be 
afraid to reach out to the 
department helpline and 
ask questions for clarifi-
cation. 
FEMA

FEMA provides CO-
VID-19 funeral assistance 
for families and individu-
als stricken by the loss of 
a COVID-related death. 
According to fema.gov, 
the death must be found 
to have been caused by 
the virus and be stated on 
the death certificate. The 
application, additional re-
sources and required doc-
uments can be found on-
line and questions can be 
answered at the toll-free 
number 844-684-6333.
Georgia Department of 

Community Affairs

The Georgia Depart-
ment of Community Af-
fairs (DCA) is a state 
agency that aims to build 
strong, vibrant commu-
nities. According to dca.
ga.gov, the agency helps 
prove safe and afford-
able housing, local gov-
ernment assistance, and 
community and economic 
development. 

DCA offers rental 
housing assistance, also 
known as the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program, 
as a part of Georgia’s 
comprehensive housing 
program administered 
by DCA. The program 
provides a rental sub-
sidy to assist extremely 
low-income individuals 
and families through the 
DCA’s private rental mar-
ket. 

Income eligibility var-
ies across each county, 
but the website states 
that a person who quali-
fies must make less than 
50 percent of the coun-
ty’s median income. For 
Charlton County, a one-
person household would 
be $19,250, annually. 

People who live in the 

county are eligible to par-
ticipate in the program, 
as long as their landlord 
accepts the voucher. Ad-
ditionally, participants 
must meet the program’s 
requirements. The DCA 
chooses eligible renters 
from a waitlist that is cur-
rently closed. However, 
DCA’s website recom-
mends regularly checking 
the waitlist page for up-
dates.

DCA also began ad-
ministering the State of 
Georgia Rental Assistance 
Program (GRA) in early 
March 2021. The GRA 
helps renters with past-
due rent and utilities. 
According to the website, 
payment will be made 
directly to landlords and 
utility providers. Individ-
uals or households that 
make less than 80 per-
cent of the area’s median 
income and demonstrates 
a risk of experiencing 
homelessness or housing 
instability, or a household 
that has incurred signifi-
cant cost or experienced 
financial hardship due to 
COVID-19. For Charlton 
County, that would be 
an annual household in-
come of around $8,000 to 
$9,000.

For more information, 
visit dca.ga.gov or call 
833-827-7368. 
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Where to find 
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Sheriff Phillips working with 
Verizon for better reception
By Jamison Guice

Sheriff Robert Phil-
lips is working with Ve-
rizon to help improve the 
cell phone reception in 
Charlton County’s south 
end. St. George, Monica 
and Georgia Bend resi-
dents will potentially be 
impacted if the phone 
company decides to work 
with the county. Current-
ly, Verizon is conduct-
ing a study and surveys 
to better understand the 
situation. 

Phillips said that since 
this is a public safety is-
sue, it falls under his ju-
risdiction. In the south-

end, he said cell phone 
reception can be very 
sporadic. In some places, 
there are call drops or 
very little coverage. Some 
residents who no longer 
have home phones and 
travel to other counties 
for work may not have 
a way to contact others 
once at home due to the 
reception problem. Phil-
lips said the last time the 
south-end had five-bar 
reception was in 2011 
during the West Mims 
fire because a temporary 
cell phone tower was set 
up but taken down short-
ly after.  

Additionally, Phillips 

said the poor reception 

poses a danger to depu-

ties who must switch over 

to the south tower dur-

ing rounds. If they do not 

switch towers, then the 

deputies will not be able 

to communicate to other 

officers. For this reason, 

it is important to remedy 
this problem. 

Phillips said the goal 

is for Charlton County to 

have 100 percent cover-

age. So while it is not set 

in stone, Phillips hopes 

that Verizon decides to 

improve the situation.

Board of Commissioners hold 
regular meeting September 2
BY JAMISON GUICE

The Charlton County 
Board of Commissioners 
held a regularly sched-
uled meeting on Thurs-
day, September 2, and 
then unanimously ap-
proved August’s minutes. 

The board then heard 
from Roberta Henry and 
Dale Taylor, owner of 
A1 Surveying Services, 
who spoke on her behalf. 
Henry is currently look-
ing for a mobile home 
to place on her mother’s 
property where she can 
then care for her. Henry 
said that she wants to 
avoid placing her in a 
home because she is her 
mother’s daughter, and 
she loves her. She asked 
the board to waive the re-
quired $600 permit and 
$100 inspection fee due to 
financial hardship. Tay-
lor then offered to do the 

home inspection himself, 
free of charge. 

Due to Henry’s still 
looking for a mobile 
home, the board decided 
to waive both fees. How-
ever, she will have to pay 
the mobile home’s mile-
age fee. 

Antwon Nixon then 
asked the board to ap-
prove funding for the 
Laura and Ann Street 
basketball court for some 
renovations. Nixon asked 
the board to approve 
funds to redo the court 
and repaint its lines, 
run water and drop the 
light boxes. The board 
approved the motion, as 
long as the costs do not 
exceed $5,000. 

Next, the board ap-
proved the fire depart-
ment’s purchase order for 
new gear; the order is for 

around three to four sets 
of gear, each with a 10-
year lifespan. The gear 
cost $5,186.

Chairwoman Alphya 
Benefield then thanked 
everyone in attendance, 
including Roberta Hen-
ry. Benefield hopes that 
Henry is well, and she 
asks Henry to keep them 
updated on the mobile 
home search. Benefield 
also stated for the record 
that any donation made 
by a private sector to the 
Laura and Ann Street 
basketball court can not 
be rescinded, and it be-
comes county property. 

The commissioners 
then dismissed without 
an executive session at 
6:25 p.m. The next sched-
uled meeting will be held 
at the St. George Com-
munity Room on Septem-
ber 16 at 6 p.m.

Sheriff’s Office holds prayer vigil for COVID-19 sufferers

The Charlton County Sheriff’s Office held a prayer vigil on Sunday at 2:30 p.m. to honor and pray for the 13 employees af-
fected by COVID-19. Chaplain Bro Ray McMillan led the prayer service, accompanied by eight of Folkston’s pastors. The 
vigil drew a large crowd; some attendees included public officials and employees from the Sheriff’s department and police 
department. Sheriff Robert Phillips asked everyone to continue praying for the sick individuals, especially Lynn Johnson and 
Stephanie Hicks. 

EIGHT PASTORS GATHER FOR A GROUP PRAYER

SHERIFF PHILLIPS ENCOURAGES 

EVERYONE TO STAY SAFE 


