
This past Christmas 

season, the Charlton 

County Sheriff’s Office 
once again conducted 
its annual Shop-With-

a-Cop program. Every 
year the Sheriff’s Office, 
in conjunction with the 
Charlton County school 
system selects a group 
of children and stu-

dents to take part in the 
program. Using funds 
donated by local busi-
nesses and citizens, the 
Sheriff’s Office buys toys 
and gifts for those select-
ed so that their holiday 
season is as bright as 
possible. This year pre-

sented more challenges 
than previous years.

Because so many 
people have been im-

pacted by the Covid-19 
pandemic, whether by 
the infection itself or by 
the subsequent econom-

ic slowdown, donations 
were slow to come in, 
and the Sheriff’s Office 
was concerned that the 
event might have to be 
cancelled. The good peo-

ple of Charlton County, 

however, decided that 
was not to be. After news 
began to spread that the 
event was facing a bud-

get shortfall, donations 
began to pour in. Local 
citizens, businesses, and 
churches soon provided 
more than enough funds 
to make certain that no 
one selected would miss 
out and to give a good 
start towards next year’s 
program.

In past years, the 

Sheriff’s Office took 
all the children on a 
shopping trip to select 

their gifts. Once again, 
the pandemic forced a 
change. Parents pro-

vided wish lists for their 
kids and Angie Chesser, 
a dispatcher with the 
Sheriff’s Office, hit the 
internet to track down 
all the items. “It was 
certainly a challenge,” 
Mrs. Chesser said. “With 
so many people to shop 

for and so many gifts to 
track, my hands were 
full. But, honestly, this 
is the type of thing I love 
doing. It’s a good feel-
ing to know that you’re 
making someone else’s 
day brighter.”

Each child picked up 
their items individually 
rather than the group 
event held in past years, 
but the smiles were cer-

tainly no smaller than 

usual as they saw their 
gifts. 

Sheriff Dobie Conner 
commented, “This is one 
of the things I am most 
proud of when I think 
back on my time in of-
fice. As you know, I’m 
retiring at the end of the 
year, but this program 
will continue to bring 
joy to as many people 
as possible for years to 
come. I am so grateful 
for and proud of the peo-

ple of this county for the 
donations which allow 
us to do this year after 
year.”

The Charlton County 

Sheriff’s Office would 
like to thank the follow-

ing individuals and busi-
nesses for their support:  

Southern Paws, Farm 
Bureau, Seldomridge 
Body Shop, T&T Devel-

opment, OREMC, Lacy’s 
Kountry Store, Ad-

vanced Rehab, Harvey’s 
Supermarket, Charlton 
Tire, Relax Inn, McMil-
lan Heating, Chancey’s 
Bonding, Canaday’s 
Grocery, Walker Jones, 
ESP Specialties, South-

eastern Bank, Wal-
Mart, United Methodist 
Church, Southern Ion-

ics, Shaula Fuhlendorf, 
Gerald Payne, AJM, 
Camp Pinckney Baptist 
Church, Greater Faith 
Baptist Church, Waste 
Management, Hope As-

sembly of God, Jeanne 
Crews, Thomas and 
Janice Whitesell, Patti 
Becker, Janna Naputi, 
Joe Hopkins, Stoney and 
Brian Kern, FNB, Joan 
Fitzgerald, Janice Rob-

erts, and Tommy Till-
man.

A special thank you 
to Sunny Allbritton, 
Shannon Murray, and 
the Charlton County 

Board of Education for 
their help and support 
with the Shop-With-a-
Cop program.

If anyone who donat-
ed was left off of this list, 
the Sheriff’s Office offers 
our sincere apologies. 
The mistake is ours and 
no slight was intended. 
Thank you again for all 
your wonderful dona-

tions. Without you, the 
people and businesses 
of this county, we would 
never be able to provide 
this service.
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See page 6 
for updates of your

favorite teams!

PICTURED ARE COMMISSIONER JESSE CREWS, JR., VICE CHAIRWOMAN ALPHYA 

BENEFIELD, CHAIRMAN JAMES EVERETT, COMMISSIONER DREW JONES AND 

COMMISSIONER LUKE GOWEN

SEE ‘FPD REPORTS’ ON 2

The Unified Alliance’s annual Martin Luther King, Jr. parade and program will be held Monday, 
January 18. The march will begin on Martin Street at DFCS at 11:00 a.m., will travel down 
Main Street and end at the courthouse. The services will take place outside at Chatman-Mo-
bley Park beginning at 12:00 p.m. Masks and social distancing are encouraged. Some masks 
may be available at the program and attendees are asked to please bring a chair. Grand 
Marshalls for the event are First Responders (healthcare workers, law enforcement). Junior 
Grand Marshalls will be the young men from the Good Folks group, sponsored by Antwon 
Nixon. Also being recognized will be the ministries who help sponsor local food drives as well 
as members of the school system.  

MLK Celebration to be held Monday

Charlton Co. Sheriff’s Office 
hosts Shop With-A-Cop

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Charlton County 

Board of Commissioners 
met for the first time in 
2021, Thursday, January 
7.

Chairman James Ev-

erett and Vice Chair-

woman Alphya Benefield 
were reinstated in their 
respective positions. The 
meeting calendar was 
also approved.

Also during the meet-
ing, the resolution to 
submit an application 
to obtain 2017 Commu-

nity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Mitigation 
Funds was approved. The 
funds are to be used for 
street, drainage and flood 
mitigation improvements 
on Eston Prescott Road.

The commissioners 
recently received pro-

posals for Grant Admin-

istration, with the two 
top-scoring agencies be-

ing Government Consult-
ing Unlimited and the 
Southern Georgia Re-

gional Commission. The 
two tied with top marks 
and have good referenc-

es. The board voted to go 
with Southern Georgia 
Regional Commission as 
they have always worked 
well with Charlton Coun-

ty.
Commissioner Jesse 

Crews alerted the board 
that the Recreation 
Board has recommended 

increasing the baseball 
sign-up fees from $30.00 
to $40.00 per child with 
a $100.00 cap per house-

hold. The cost increase 
will help cover uniforms, 
equipment, gym/field im-

provements and other 
recreation needs. The 
motion was made and 
passed unanimously.

The board approved 
the opening of bids for 
the 2019 LMIG St. Marys 
River Bluff Road project 
and 2020 LMIG Colonial 
Way project. Only one 
bid was received for the 
St. Marys River Bluff 
Project, which was Lit-
tlefield Construction at 
$445,159.20. The Colo-

nial Way/Settlers Village 
received three bids, with 
Littlefield Construction 
at $260,003 being the 
lowest. The bids were ap-

proved and the plan is to 
begin work this year.

The Memorandum of 
Understanding between 
Charlton County and the 
Folkston ICE Process-

ing Center, which is for 
Mutual Aid in the event 
of an emergency, was ap-

proved. This is the same 
agreement from previous 
years.

Chesser Island Land-

fill submitted a request 
to receive a shipment of 
asbestos for disposal at 
the landfill. Though this 
type of material has been 

accepted before, due to 
an agreement with the 
landfill, the request must 
come before the board as 
the shipment is coming 
in from the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. Chesser Island 
informed County Admin-

istrator Hampton Raul-
erson that the asbestos 
is required to be mapped 
and GPS tracked after 
disposal. The motion 
was made and approved 
unanimously.

The commissioners 
heard from Elaine Bailey 
who reminded them the 
Unified Alliance’s annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
parade and services will 
be held Monday, Janu-

ary 18. The march will 
begin on Martin Street at 
DFCS at 11:00 a.m., will 
travel down Main Street 
and end at the court-
house. The services will 
take place at Chatman-
Mobley Park beginning 
at 12:00 p.m. Masks are 
encouraged.

Terrence Pender also 
addressed the board say-

ing the alliance wants 
to work diligently with 
the Sheriff’s Department 

– regardless of political 
party and he looks for-

ward to working with 
Sheriff Robert Phillips.

Sheriff Robert Phillips 

Board of Commissioners 

hold first 2021 meeting

SEE ‘COMMISSIONERS’ 

ON 2

   The Folkston Police 
Department released the 
following incident reports 
from October 30 through 
December 19, 2020.

   On October 30, Of-
ficer Wyatt Garvin con-

ducted a traffic stop on 
a 2019 Dodge Journey 
for speeding.  Officer 
Garvin met the offender, 
Theadora Marie Rogers 
of Jacksonville, FL, and 
after running her infor-

mation through GCIC 
it was revealed that her 
license was cancelled on 
May 4, 2020 for failure 
to complete substance 
abuse treatment.  Rog-

ers was placed under 
arrest for the charges of 
license driving while li-
cense suspended/revoked 
and speeding.  She was 
transported to the jail 
and turned over to the 
jailor on duty.  This case 
is closed.

   November 1, Officer 
Wyatt Garvin was dis-

patched in reference to a 
disturbance.  While en-

route, dispatch advised 
that the offender, Diane 
Karrielee Newham of 
Lake City, FL, was leav-

ing in a Nissan Pathfind-

er.  Officer Garvin located 
the vehicle and conducted 

a traffic stop.  His inves-

tigation led to Newham’s 
attempting to have a 
physical altercation and 
cursing the complainant.  
Newham was placed un-

der arrest, transported to 
the jail where she was is-

sued a citation for disor-

derly conduct, and turned 
over to the jailor on duty.

   November 1, Officer 
Wyatt Garvin conducted 
a traffic stop on a 2006 
Nissan Pathfinder for 
not having its headlights/
taillights on during hours 
of darkness.  Officer 
Garvin met the offender, 

FPD releases incident reports


