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Two Charlton County Indian seniors saw their hard work rewarded last Wednesday by signing 

letters of intent to play college football. Seaquon Clark, a wide receiver and defensive back for 

the Tribe, put his name on the dotted line to play at Albany State University. Clark was named 

to the All Region 2-A First Team as a junior and was selected to the second team as both a 

sophomore and a senior. For his career Clark caught 97 passes for 1304 yards and 12 touch-

downs. Albany State is an NCAA Division II school that plays in the Southern Intercollegiate 

Athletic Conference. Marcell Maxwell only played one year of varsity football after transferring 

into the system as a junior. But it would be enough to get him noticed by Defi ance College in 
Defi ance, Ohio. Defi ance is an NCAA Division III school that plays in the Heartland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference. In his senior season he registered 34 tackles and 0.5 quarterback sacks.

– By Glenn Hughes

Clark, Maxwell sign with Albany 

State, Defi ance University

By Marla Ogletree

The Charlton County 

Board of Commissioners 

(BOC) held its regularly 

scheduled meeting Thurs-

day, February 6.

During the meeting, 

the board heard from 

Laura Glenn with Georgia 

Fund 1, a liquid invest-

ment alternative offered 

by the state to counties, 

municipalities, public col-

leges and universities, 

boards of education, spe-

cial districts, state agen-

cies, and other authorized 

entities. Glenn went over 

the different funds eli-

gible to be invested in the 

“pool”. Chairman James 

Everett expressed his 

concerns with the lack of 

insurance covering the in-

vestments. Commissioner 

Luke Gowen agreed with 

this concern and asked 

Glenn if there was any 

history of fraud or embez-

zlement. Glenn assured 

them, in her 24 years with 

Georgia Fund 1, there 

has not been charge for 

either, and the number 

one goal for the company 

is to protect the county’s 

money. The commission-

ers agreed to look over the 

presentation more and 

give it more thought.

Also during the meet-

ing, the board heard the 

St. Marys River Manage-

ment Committee’s Annu-

al Report. The committee 

thanked the county for 

quickly following up with 

Georgia Environmental 

Protection Division (GA-

EPD) on the land distur-

bance infraction in the 

Black River Subdivision 

and the continued work 

to upgrade the facilities 

at Traders Hill. All four 

counties involved with the 

St. Marys River are hav-

ing issues with non-point 

pollution, the county has 

already been awarded the 

Coastal Incentive Grant 

to analyze and correct the 

impairment. The SMRMC 

continues to monitor the 

renewal of all Nation-

al Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NP-

DES) permits in the St. 

Marys River Watershed. 

The commissioners were 

told of the concerns from 

the community about the 

disposal of EZ Base at 

the Chesser Island Road 

Landfi ll, and while the 
SMRMC understands 

the county’s budget is 

dependent on the fees, 

the committee asks that 

the county set aside a 

portion of the increased 

income as a contingency 

fund in case of any future 

Commissioners hear from 
committees, safety workers

SEE ‘BOC’ ON 2

Last Friday, Febru-

ary 7, a weapon was 

brought to the campus of 

Bethune Middle School. 

Administrators took im-

mediate action and the 

Folkston Police Depart-

ment was called to the 

school. 

The parties involved 

were taken into custody 

by the Folkston Police 

Department and are cur-

rently being held by the 

Juvenile Justice System.  

In addition, a school dis-

ciplinary tribunal will be 

conducted and violators 

will face serious disci-

plinary action.

Each school system 

in Georgia must develop 

and maintain an emer-

gency procedures guide.  

Security measures and 

protocols are in place.  

Superintendant Dr. 

John Lairsey stated,“The 

administration of Bet-

hune Middle School is to 

be commended for their 

swift action and adher-

ence to the safety plan, 

including contacting law 

enforcement, conducting 

a threat assessment and 

ensuring the safety of 

our students.

“As with any such 

event, it is unfortunate 

that false and mislead-

ing information has been 

distributed via social 

media.  While much of 

the information concern-

ing this matter must re-

main confi dential, I am 
happy to discuss this 

matter with any parent.  

Feel free to email me at 

jlairsey@charlton.k12.

ga.us to arrange a con-

ference.

“Your children are en-

couraged to let a teacher 

or administrator know 

if a situation exists that 

places fellow students 

in danger –  “If you see 

something, say some-

thing”. 

School counselors will 

be available if needed to 

help any student who 

may be frightened by 

this unfortunate event.

Gun found at Bethune 

Middle School campus

Elections Offi ce to 
hold demonstrations

Brenda Hodges, 

Charlton County Elec-

tions Supervisor, will 

hold public demonstra-

tions of the new voting 

system taking effect this 

year. 

The fi rst demonstra-
tion will be held at the 

Charlton County Annex 

Auditorium Thursday, 

February 20, from 4:00 

to 8:00 p.m. Hodges will 

hold another demonstra-

tion Saturday, Febru-

ary 22 at the St. George 

Community Center from 

2:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

TPM pulls mining 
permit application

Twin Pines Miner-

als, LLC, the Alabama-

based mining company 

hoping to mine near the 

Okefenokee Swamp has 

pulled its application 

with the Army Corps of 

Engineers.

In July, Twin Pines 

applied for a permit to 

mine for titanium and 

zirconium through min-

ing over 2,000 acres of 

Trail Ridge, located out-

side of the Okefenokee 

National Wildlife Ref-

uge.

The business has re-

cently concluded its re-

search on what impacts 

the operation may have 

on the swamp and pulled 

the application late Fri-

day. Based on the infor-

mation found, the busi-

ness will resubmit its 

quest for the permit.

“In an effort to be 

even more conservative 

in our approach than we 

were in our initial appli-

cation, we have agreed 

with the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers to re-

duce the size of the per-

mit area and resubmit 

new documentation for 

further review and eval-

uation as soon as pos-

sible,” said  Steve Ingle, 

president of Twin Pines 

Minerals.

“We are in the process 

of developing the infor-

mation to be included 

in the revised applica-

tion and still intend to 

seek approval to move 

forward with the min-

ing project in an envi-

ronmentally responsible 

way and to providing 

good paying jobs for 

the people of Charlton 

County,” 

In the time frame of 

the public comment pe-

riod, the Corps received 

over 22,000 letters, in-

cluding lesster from 

prominent environmen-

tal organizations.

“I’m glad they have 

taken a step back from 

this. It needs to be care-

fully evaluated because 

Okefenokee is a precious 

resource,” said state 

Sen. William Ligon, R-

Brunswick. The sena-

tor recently expressed 

his concerns about the 

project in a letter to the 

Corps late last month.

Twin Pines has post-

ed the 91-page research 

report on the company’s 

website for anyone who 

wishes to look over it. 

The company has also 

released a statement 

regarding the fi ndings, 
and can be found on 

page 2.

– PHOTO BY MARLA OGLETREE


