
The Chariton Academic Team

competed in the 30th Annual Re-

gional High School Science Bowl at

Iowa State University on Saturday,

Jan. 25.  Chariton had a record of

zero wins and four losses on the day,

but they competed hard and will still

be a tough team to compete against

at other meets in the future.

The U.S. Department of Energy

and the Ames Laboratory on the ISU

Campus both host the Science Bowl.  

The winning team receives an all-

expense paid trip to Washington D.C.

to compete in the National Science

Bowl from April 30 to May 4, 2020.

Ames won the 2020 Iowa Science

Bowl, followed by Pleasant Valley

and West Des Moines Valley. These

same three teams finished in the top

three spots in a different order at the

2019 Iowa Science Bowl.

The Chariton team members were

Logan Caudill, Chantel Hixson, and

Ulyana Kutsel. There were 40 teams

from all sizes of schools from around

the state. Due to the weather condi-

tions, about 10 teams were not able

to make it, but all the teams in Chari-

ton’s bracket were present. Teams

were broken up into eight pools of

five teams each.  

Teams play every other team in

their pool and the top two teams ad-

vance to a 16-team double-elimina-

tion bracket for the afternoon. Chari-

ton ended up in a pool with

Shenandoah, Dubuque Senior, John-

ston, and Boyer Valley. Chariton’s

bracket was not an easy bracket with

Dubuque Senior finishing fifth over-

all for the day and Johnston finishing

in seventh place for the day.

In the first match of the morning,

Chariton faced Shenandoah and lost

by a score of 12-8. “This was a super

close match in which we could never

get any momentum. We were slug-

gish in the first match, which I felt

hurt our confidence the rest of the

day,” Chariton Coach Tim Curnutte

said. Caudill and Hixson each scored

four points.

Coach Curnutte knew the second

match of the day could be the tough-

est match in their pool play. Chariton

faced off with Dubuque Senior, a

larger school. Dubuque Senior was

on fire in the first half answering

seven of the 10 questions. Dubuque

Senior led 58-4 at half.  The Chariton

team responded with their best half

of the day by scoring 30 second half

points, but still lost by a score of 70-

34. Caudill was awesome in this

match and scored 24 of Chariton’s 34

points. 

In the third match of the day John-

ston #2 soundly defeated Chariton by

a score of 38-8.  Caudill and Kutsel

each scored four points for the Chari-

ton team. The Johnston #2 team out-

performed the Johnston #1 team to

go deep into the afternoon double

elimination tournament.

In the last pool match of the morn-

ing Chariton faced Boyer Valley, a

team with only one loss.  Boyer Val-

ley defeated Chariton by a score of

34-8. Boyer Valley did not make the

afternoon rounds, even though they

finished with only one loss. Caudill

and Hixson each scored four points

for Chariton. 

Coach Curnutte had these com-

ments to add about the competition.  

Science bowl
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The Fifth Annual Valentine’s Day Spectacular featuring a live performance by the

Chariton Community Big Band will be held at Johnson Auditorium Monday, Feb. 10,

from 6-8 p.m. A freewill donation offering is accepted and the public is invited to attend. 

Turn to Page 3 for complete details.

The Chariton High School Drill Team did their Annual

Dances With Dads routine during halftime of the Chariton

Varsity Boys basketball game against Centerville at Chari-

ton this past Thursday night. This year’s dance had a mar-

tial arts theme and the Drill Team members and their dads

danced to a Kung Fu mix of music. (Bill Howes photo) 

The snow and ice here is shown curling downward from

the roof of a warehouse located just east of and behind

Casey’s on 7th St. in Chariton. The warehouse belongs to

Mike Kerns, who is the brother of Piper’s owner Jill Kerns

and the son of Jim and Anne Kerns of Chariton. (Bill Howes

photo) 

James LeBlanc and the Winchesters 

to appear at Johnson Auditorium

STEM Fest 
renamed
STEAM Fest

March 26 will mark the second Lucas County festival dedicated to spot-

lighting Science, Technology, Engineering and Math for area preschoolers

through 8th graders.  In addition to these STEM concepts, this year’s festi-

val will have the addition of the arts making the former STEM Fest now a

STEAM Festival. 

“We know students’ learning is not compartmentalized into categories,”

said Ronda Morrett, Lucas County Extension Outreach Educator.  “The abil-

ity to combine creativity, fine arts, the written word and communication

with STEM concepts make for well-rounded students and eventually a

multi-skilled work-force.” 

In addition to approximately 50 STEM presenters, this year’s fest will in-

clude Gateway Dance who will demonstrate cultural and interpretive dance,

leatherwork by Will Ghormaley,  wool spinning by Old Washhouse Wool,

The Lucas County Arts Council, Meg Prange Textiles, The Des Moines

Symphony Instrumental Petting Zoo, Author Dorthia Rohner from Painted

Wings Studio and Cindy’s Lou’s quilting.  Organizers are pursuing addi-

tional arts presenters. 

The STEAM Fest will be held from 5-7 p.m. at the Chariton Community

Center and include a free lite meal for everyone.  Families are asked to reg-

ister at https://scstemhub.drake.edu/festivals/. Pre-registered participants

will receive a free backpack.  

Questions can be directed to Lucas County Extension and Outreach at

774-2016. 

The Lucas Arts Council is happy

to announce the upcoming Vreden-

burg Performing Arts Concerts will

be James LeBlanc and the Winches-

ters. The performance will be held on

Thursday, Feb. 6. 7 p.m. at Johnson

Auditorium. 

Singer-songwriter James LeBlanc

was born and raised in Shreveport,

Louisiana. LeBlanc picked up the

guitar at age seven, inspired by his

father James Sr. By the time he was

18, he knew he wanted to make a life

and living in the music business.

After many years of struggles, tri-

als and tribulations, LeBlanc finally

got an opportunity when he was “dis-

covered” by Risk and Rodney Hall.

They were and still are the propri-

etors of Fame Enterprises in Muscle

Shoals, Ala.

LeBlanc signed a production

agreement and a publishing contract

with Fame. Soon thereafter, he began

getting songs recorded by the likes of

Martina McBride, Bryan White, Ras-

cal Flatts, Kenny Chesney, Thomp-

son Square and more. 

He co-wrote the hit song “Modern

Day Bonnie and Clyde” for Travis

Tritt. He also co-wrote the hits “Re-

lentless” for Jason Aldean and

“Learning How to Bend” for and

with Gary Allan. LeBlanc songs

have been on records which have

sold over 25 million copies. His au-

thentic approach to songwriting has

become well-known by many and

been what truly separates him from

the rest.

James LeBlanc and the Winches-

ters were featured in Rolling Stone

magazine as “10 New Country

Artists You Need to Know” in July

of 2017. Playing live and working

with talent like Muscle Shoals

artist/vocalist Angela Hacker,

Grammy Award winner Jimmy Nutt

and players that give a fresh ap-

proach such as Brad Kuhn and Evan

Lane is what caused the sound of he

Winchesters to come together and

prompted the new album” The Devil

Between My Ears.”  

Angela Hacker, who is a previous

winner of Nashville Star, brings a

soulful southern vibe while singing

lead on several songs.

Individual tickets are $15 for

Adults and $5 forstudents. Tickets

are available at Piper’s or the Chari-

ton Chamber Main Street office in

advance, they can also be purchased

at Johnson Auditorium the night of

the performance. James LeBlanc and the Winchesters 

Chariton competes at Regional Science Bowl 

Pictured are the members of the Chariton Academic

Team that competed at the 30th Annual Regional High

School Science Bowl in Ames Jan. 25. They are from left:

Logan Caudill, Chantel Hixson and Ulyana Kutsel.  

Valentine’s Day  Spectacular  is Feb. 10


