
By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

The painting of the Freedom Rock

in the Lucas County Veterans Memo-

rial Park in Chariton began last week

and is nearing completion. The artist

painting the rock, Ray “Bubba”

Sorensen II of Greenfield, Iowa,

began painting the rock on Tuesday,

July 21, and he said that it should be

all completed by the middle of this

week. 

The Veterans Memorial Park in

Chariton is located where the old law

center used to be at 923 Linden Av-

enue.

Sorensen put primer on the Free-

dom Rock in Chariton on July 21. He

is using all or only silicate paint on the

Freedom Rock and he is painting im-

ages of veterans of different wars on it

including the Civil War, World War II,

Korean War or Conflict, and Mo-

gadishu or Black Hawk Down. 

Sorensen’s goal is to be unique and

tell area/state specific stories on each

Freedom Rock he paints. “I like to tell

specific veteran’s stories,” Sorensen

said. 

Sorensen paints the Freedom Rock

for 8-10 hours to 12-14 hours a day.

He explained how he paints each

Freedom Rock. 

“I just work layer by layer each

day and work on different sides of the

rock until it’s done. I don’t finish any

one thing right off the bat. Every day

it looks a little better and sharper and

I just keep adding layers until I feel

like it’s done,” Sorensen said. 

Sorensen is painting the American

flag over the top of the Freedom Rock

in Chariton and an eagle on the side

of the rock facing Linden Avenue to

the south. A canopy is placed over the

Freedom Rock to shield it when it

rains and so Sorensen can keep on

working in adverse weather. 

The Freedom Rock in Chariton is

the 90th one Sorensen has painted in

Iowa. “I’m trying to do at least one

Freedom Rock in all 50 states and so

far, I’ve done seven outside of Iowa,”

Sorensen said.

So far, Sorensen has completed

Freedom Rocks in Iowa, Missouri,

Wisconsin, Minnesota and Washing-

ton state. He currently has Freedom

Rocks booked in North Dakota and

Nebraska. 

The Freedom Rocks Sorensen has

done are part of the 50-State Freedom

Rock tour he is on. According to his

website www.thefreedomrock.com,

“Sorensen aims to spread the message

of thanking our veterans while pro-

viding a ‘Unique to their state Free-

dom Rock’ for all 50 states in

America.”

Sorensen will tour the U.S. over

the next few years completing the

Freedom Rock murals. According to

his website, his 50-State Freedom

Rock tour goals are as follows:

1. To honor America’s veterans

2. To promote tourism in each state

and across America

3. To make a living and provide for

his family.

Sorensen said he started the origi-

nal Freedom Rock 22 years ago north

of Greenfield in Adair County. “Each

May I repaint that Rock something

different as a salute to our veterans

and I’m usually done by Memorial

Day,” he said.

Sorensen is currently 40 years old

and he’ll be 41 in August. He and his

wife, Maria, own Sorensen Studios,

which is a photography and mural

painting studio. 

Sorensen paints a lot of murals and

paints a lot of patriotic stuff. “I also do

private murals in people’s houses and

on barns and I’ve done them for

school spirit at different schools,”

Sorensen said. 
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ExTEnDED

WEATHER

FORECAST
Tuesday, July 28
High: 86º Low: 66º

Sunny

10% chance of precip

Wednesday, July 29
High 87º  Low 67º

PM Thunderstorms

40% chance of precip.

Thursday, July 30
High: 83º  Low: 62º

Scattered Thunderstorms

40% chance of precip.

Friday, July 31
High: 80º  Low: 60º

Partly Cloudy

20% chance of precip.

saTurday, augusT 1
High: 79º Low: 60º

Mostly Cloudy

20% chance of precip.

sunday, augusT 2
High: 79º Low: 59º

Mostly Sunny

20% chance of precip. 

Monday, augusT 3
High: 78º  Low 59º

Mostly Sunny

20% chance of precip. 

ANd tHE HErAld-PAtriot siNcE 1857

Freedom Rock being
painted at Veterans Park

Family Fun Night
rescheduled for
July 30 

The Family Fun Night that was

scheduled for Tuesday, July 12, in

Chariton was postponed due to the

weather and temperature change that

day. 
It will now be held on Thursday,

July 30, at 6:30 p.m. in front of Chari-
ton City Hall. There will be some
water games and water balloons at the
event. The Chariton Volunteer Fire
Department may also bring out its big
aerial truck and spray water. 

There will be sidewalk decorating
with squirt chalk and sidewalk chalk.
The story stroll will be around the
square and will be “Pete the Cat: Fire-
fighter Pete.” 

There are four family Fun Nights
scheduled this summer and there have
been two so far. Chariton Parks and
Recreation Supervisor Travis Young
and Dawn Morgan of the Chariton
Free Public Library have collaborated
to put the Family Fun Nights on for
the public. 

School District
registration 

The Chariton Community School

District will have two Student Regis-

tration Days this year - Monday, Aug.

3rd from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Tues-

day, Aug. 4 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Both days of Registration will be held

in the Chariton Middle School gym,

not the High School cafeteria. Please

be assured that Social Distancing

guidelines will be followed.  
All students can be registered at

one site on these days.
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to
take advantage of this convenient op-
portunity. 

All preschool through 12th grade
students must be registered before
they can attend school. This includes
new students and those who are plan-
ning to participate in the High
School’s alternative program.

Chariton's first day of school is
Monday, Aug. 24.

Public Health
and ADLM 

As of July 26, one new case of

COVID-19 has been confirmed in

Lucas County for a total of 40 con-

firmed cases. The age group of the

new positive case is middle age adult

(age 41-60). There are 27 recovered

cases, four deaths and nine active

cases.  

Artist Bubba Sorensen (pictured) paints the American flag on the Freedom Rock at the

Lucas County Veterans Memorial Park in Chariton this past Thursday afternoon. He started

putting the primer on the rock on Tuesday, July 21, and said it will be completed by the

middle of this week. (Bill Howes photo) 

Dave Paxton 

retiring

See page 4

Cade Smith (right) tries to lasso a calf during the break-

away roping event held during the rodeo at the Lucas

County Fair Friday night. (Bill Howes photo) 

Council has more discussion
on skateboarding park
By Bill Howes
Associate Editor 

The subject of possibly having a
skateboarding facility was brought up
again during the city council member
comments portion of the meeting dur-
ing the Chariton City Council meet-
ing July 20.

Council member Steve Fenton said
that two weeks ago he stopped and
looked at the Skateboard park in
Knoxville on Highway 14 and was
impressed by what he saw. 

“There was about six or seven kids
there using it and they were having a
good time. It was entertaining to
watch,” Fenton told the council.

Fenton said he saw kids using
skateboards and one BMX bike.
“There were some policemen there
too, but there wasn’t any problems.
They were just making their rounds
and talking to the kids,” Fenton said.

Fenton said he couldn’t find any
information about Knoxville’s skate-
boarding park or about liability for it
on the City of Knoxville’s web site. 

Chariton City Manager Laura
Liegois said that they’re looking at
some options of where a skateboard-
ing park could possibly be located in
Chariton.

“Brook Park could be a good loca-
tion for a skateboard park area be-
cause it’s a smaller park. We’ll have
more discussion on that in the near fu-
ture,” Liegois said.

Brook Park is located at Third
Street and Armory Avenue in Chari-
ton. According to the City of Chari-
ton’s web site, it is located in a quiet
area with shade. Brook Park has a
playground, basketball court, picnic
shelter and outdoor grill.

In her comments, Council member
Jayma Hoch told Liegois that she’s
had a lot of people ask her questions
about why the street sweeper in Chari-
ton hasn’t been out. 

Liegois said that the city will get
the street sweeper back out working
on the streets. “The street sweeper
was out a lot this spring in March,
April and May. The street department

has a lot of projects going on. They’ve
done cement work at the parks and
have been doing street painting as
well with painting white and yellow
lines,” Liegois said. 

Council member Roger Manser
asked Chariton Parks and Recreation
Supervisor Travis Young about the
Youth soccer season starting earlier
this year. 

Young said that youth soccer reg-
istration is normally held when school
starts, but he has it tentatively sched-
uled for Aug. 3, with the possibility it
may be moved to Aug. 6 due to school
registration being held Aug. 3 and 4. 

“I just wanted to have a little
longer soccer season and more room
to make up games and also so the soc-
cer season doesn’t run into flag foot-
ball season. The youth soccer season
will end in late September and the flag
football games will start the second
week of October. The flag football
teams will get together in late Sep-
tember,” Young said. 

Water board to turn over 
lakes to City of Chariton
By Bill Howes
Associate Editor 

The Chariton Water Board held a
special meeting Monday evening,
July 20, to discuss Lake Ellis and
Lake Morris, also known as the East
Lakes, and when to turn the two lakes
and the property at the lakes over to
the City of Chariton.

The meeting lasted 20-25 minutes
and one person, Lowell Wiele, was in
the audience. Wiele is on the Lucas

County Conservation Board.
Following the discussion, the

water board approved to have the City
of Chariton’s Attorney Verle Norris,
draw up an agreement regarding turn-
ing the lakes and their property over
to the City of Chariton.  

After the agreement is drawn up,
the Chariton Water Board’s Attorney,
Brent L. Hinders of Des Moines, will
go over the agreement and make sure
it’s what the water board is requesting. 

If the agreement meets their ex-
pectations, then the Water Board will
turn over the lakes and all the property
there over to the City of Chariton. 

New signs to be up at lakes
Ron Bingham of Russell is work-

ing on new signs that will state the
rules and regulations in place out at
Lake Ellis and Lake Morris. Both
signs should be finished and put up
soon. 

Lucas County Health Center and

Lucas County Public Health would

like to warn Lucas County residents

about a scam that has been spreading

throughout southern Iowa recently. 

The caller claims to be a public

health representative and states the

recipient is being contacted due to an

exposure to Coronavirus. The caller

then requests a fee for a COVID-19

test kit. 

Public health will never ask for fi-

nancial information over the phone

when calling about contact tracing of

individuals who have been exposed

to someone who tested positive for

COVID-19. If public health does call

you, it will be because you have been

named a person who has been ex-

posed to an individual who has a

confirmed case of COVID-19. Pub-

lic health will never ask for any fi-

nancial information. 

For more information about

COVID-19, visit

coronavirus.iowa.gov 

LCHC and LCPH warning 

community of COVID-19 scam

Fair time rodeo


