
By Sharon Wilhite

Staff Writer

U.S. States Senator Joni Ernst

toured Seats, Inc. on Friday, July 9, as

part of her annual 99 county tour.

Seats, Inc. is located at 1000 S. 1st

Street in Chariton. 

Sen. Ernst began her tour day by

speaking to various individuals gath-

ered in the company’s meeting room.

She was very personable and gracious

as she not only spoke about her plans

to attend a reunion this weekend in the

town of Stanton where she attended

school but also listened attentively as

Seats’ Plant Manager, John Templin,

spoke about the history, products,

goals, and vision the company has.

Seats had its beginning in 1952 in

Reedsburg, Wis., under the direction

of W.R. Sauey. Sauey likes the small

town/rural culture and draws his

workers from the surrounding areas

around his factories. Templin asserts

that this is where he worked for 28

years in various capacities before

being asked to head up the new plant

begun in Chariton as its plant man-

ager.  He told Sen. Ernst that he had

just moved his family from Wisconsin

to Corydon three months ago. Com-

ing from out of state, he appreciates

local residents such as John Clark,

Production Manager, and Sabrina

Swarthout, Human Resources, to ac-

climate him to the area.

Templin informed Sen. Ernst that

Seats is a company that “designs,

manufactures, and markets seating

and accessories for operators of vehi-

cles with wheels or tracks. Being ex-

tremely diversified helps to keep the

company afloat when one of their

product areas may be closed down.

Some of the products that Seats

produces are used in the following: in-
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There’s a fabulous new tea shop

now open on the Chariton square that

has delicious drinks that can help

people with their energy and health

needs. 

The shop is called Charged Up

Nutrition and it’s located at 929

Braden Ave. on the northwest side of

the Chariton square where Copy Plus

used to be. Sydney Hofmann is the

owner of the new business, which

opened on Monday, June 7.

Chariton Area Chamber/Main

Street held a ribbon cutting at

Charged Up Nutrition this past

Thursday morning, July 8, to help

welcome the new business to the

community.  

Charged Up Nutrition is open

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday

through Friday and from 9 a.m. to 2

p.m. on Saturdays and from 9 a.m. to

2 p.m. on pop up Sundays.

Hofmann is from Boone originally

but moved to Humeston to be with

her husband and to start a family. She

still lives in Humeston. 

Hofmann explained why she de-

cided to open up the new business. “I

worked in the medical field before

this and I would come to shops like

this everyday. It replaced the pop I

drank and gave me the energy I

needed to get through the day,” she

said.

Charged Up Nutrition has protein

shakes that are snack or meal replace-

ments. It also has energizing tea that

has additives for health benefits such

as digestive health, hair, skin and nail

health, along with Vitamin Bs and Cs.

The shop’s tea also energizes to help

replace unhealthy caffeine habits. 

“Our main drink is called The

Charger. It has additives that benefit

hair, skin and nails, along with energy

and mental clarity,” Hofmann said. 

Charged Up Nutrition will also

have all natural protein coffee and

lattes coming soon. There is no food

or pop served in the tea shop. 

Hofmann has three employees that

are tea slingers including Danielle

Van Ryswyk, Lily Jensen and Linsey

Porter. 

Hofmann said the community’s

response to the new tea shop has been

very good so far. 

“It has been wonderful. The com-

munity and local businesses have

been very supportive. People come

and order here and some hang out for

awhile while others take their orders

to go. 

People can message the shop’s

Facebook page, Charged Up Nutri-

tion, with their orders to go and

they’ll try their best to have people’s

orders ready for them. 

Chariton Area Chamber/Main Street held a ribbon cutting

at Charged Up Nutrition, a new tea shop at 929 Braden Ave.

on the north side of the square this past Thursday morning,

July 8. Holding the scissors and doing the ribbon cutting

in front is the shop’s owner, Sydney Hofmann. (Bill Howes

photo) 
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Rotary Club of Chariton member

Corliss Klaassen was presented with

the Rotary Foundation Distinguished

Service Award at the Passing of the

Gavel of Rotary District 6000 in

Keokuk, Iowa, Sunday June 27. 

The passing of the gavel is when

the term of one District Governor

ends and the term of the new one be-

gins. This event is usually held on the

last Sunday in June. The outgoing

District 6000 Governor is Steve

Dakin and the incoming Governor is

Alka Khanolkar. 

Bill Koellner, the District 6000

Awards Chair, presented Klaassen

with the award. Klaassen’s wife,

Jeanne, was present for the award

ceremony. 

Five Rotarians from District 6000

have received the Rotary Foundation

Distinguished Service Award over

the last 15 years including Klaassen.

District 6000 consists pretty much of

the southern half of Iowa. There are

66 clubs and about 3,200 members in

District 6000. 

Klaassen has been a member of

the Rotary Club of Chariton since

1976. He served as President of the

Rotary Club of Chariton in 1992 and

was District 6000 Governor in 2005-

06. 

Koellner spoke about the Rotary

Foundation Distinguished Service

Award at the award presentation and

why Klaassen is deserving of it. He

stated that like the other four recipi-

ents from District 6000, Klaassen ex-

emplified himself over many years in

several areas of The Rotary Founda-

tion. 

“The Distinguished Service

Award recognizes significant and

dedicated service by a Rotarian to

promote Foundation programs and

thus advance the Foundation’s goal

of better understanding and friendly

relations among people of the world.

A highly competitive award, only 44

have been selected in the world in

this Rotary year to receive the Dis-

tinguished Service Award from the

535 possible nominations,” Koellner

said.

“As the District Rotary Founda-

tion Chair (DRFC) for four years and

as Assistant Regional Rotary Foun-

dation Coordinator (ARRFC), our

awardee presented valuable and un-

derstandable encouragement to clubs

and districts regarding all aspects of

The Rotary Foundation (TRF) but es-

pecially fundraising. He presented at

Senator Joni Ernst talked to the people pictured in the collage

here as follows: Top left: Selena Cleary, Bottom left: Ward Seeley.

In the middle is a picture of touring Seats Inc. with Senator Joni

Ernst. Right top: Angela Holtby, bottom right: Harland Belcher.

Senator Ernst showed interest in the work the employees were

doing at Seats, Inc. as well as their personal lives. (Sharon Wil-

hite photo)
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A well-liked, hard working and

dedicated retail service lady has

stepped down after over three decades

of service in Chariton. Michele Fen-

ton, the manager of the Chariton Dol-

lar General Store retired after 32 years

of service as the store’s manager this

past Friday, July 16.

An Open House was held for Fen-

ton at Dollar General in Chariton Fri-

day for customers and employees to

say goodbye to Fenton and wish her

well. Fenton also thanked her cus-

tomers and employees one last time.

Fenton completed 32 years of service

as manager at the Chariton Dollar

General in May.

Chariton native and resident Angie

Amos is now the Store Manager can-

didate for Chariton Dollar General

and when she finishes her two weeks

of training, she will be moved up to

Store Manager. 

Fenton has made many friends in-

cluding with customers and employ-

ees over the years at Dollar General

and has been a reliable constant in the

retail business. Most  people don’t

stay in one job or field for 32 years

anymore and it’s a testament to Fen-

ton’s dedication and love for her work

that she has been able to do this. 

Fenton reflected on the locations

Dollar General has been at in Chari-

Charged Up Nutrition

now open on north

side of the square

Sen. Joni Ernst tours Seats, Inc. 

From left: John Clark, Production Manager; Sabrina Swarthout,

Human Resources Generalist; Senator Joni Ernst; and John Tem-

plin, Plant Manager posed in the meeting room of Seats, Inc. be-

fore Senator Ernst toured their facility on Friday, July 9. (Sharon

Wilhite photo) 

Chariton Rotarian

Corliss Klaassen

holds the Rotary

Foundation Distin-

guished Service

Award he was pre-

sented with recently.

Klaassen is one of

five members of Ro-

tary District 6000

that have received

the Distinguished

Service Award over

the last 15 years.

(Contributed photo) 

Chariton Rotarian Corliss Klaassen presented with Rotary

Foundation Distinguished Service Award

Fenton retires after 32 years at Chariton Dollar General
Outgoing Chariton

Dollar General Man-

ager Michele Fenton

stands by the table

and sign set up for

her congratulating

on her 32 years of

service as the man-

ager of the Dollar

General Store in

Chariton. Fenton re-

tired as manager of

the Chariton Dollar

General store this

past Friday, July 16.

(Bill Howes photo) 
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