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By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

Iowa Lt. Governor Adam Gregg

was in Chariton two weeks ago to

tour Seats Inc. While at Seats Gregg

toured the whole factory and saw the

whole operation. 

The tour was part of Lt. Gov.

Gregg’s 99-county tour across Iowa.

While at Seats Inc., Gregg talked

about workforce development along

with educational opportunities in-

cluding partnerships with colleges

like Indian Hills Community College

(IHCC). 

Entities that were in attendance

for the tour including Indian Hills,

Lucas County Economic Develop-

ment and Seats Inc. 

“I appreciated the opportunity to

visit Seats Inc. today in Chariton.

They’re a terrific example of Iowa’s

manufacturing industry and it was

insightful to learn how they’re work-

ing with local community colleges

and high schools to open doors to the

next generation of Iowa’s work-

force,” Lt. Gov. Gregg said. 

Seats, Inc. currently has 80 em-

ployees in Chariton and is looking to

hire new employees in various areas. 

According to their website,

www.seatsinc.com, “Seats Incorpo-

rated is a Wisconsin-based corpora-

tion that designs, manufactures, and

markets seating and accessories for

operators of vehicles with wheels or

tracks.” 

Seats Inc. is headquartered in

Reedsburg, Wisc. According to their

website, “The newest addition to

Seats Inc. is the operation in Chari-

ton that includes a 57,200 square foot

facility that supports metals manu-

facturing and helps expand produc-

tion capabilities.” 

Lucas County Health Center

(LCHC) will offer free drive-thru

COVID-19 testing on Thursday,

April 15 from 1 – 3 p.m. Space is

limited and registration is required. 

Anyone under the age of 18 will

be required to have a parent/guardian

in attendance. No payment or insur-

ance is required. 

All passengers will be required to

stay inside the vehicles from arrival

to departure. Staff will direct the traf-

fic flow, obtain contact information,

collect a brief medical history, and

perform the swab. Individuals will

be asked to wait for their results and

can expect a 20-minute wait. (Note:

Antibody testing is not available at

this event.) 

To register, call LCHC at (641)

774-3267. For more information

visit www.lchcia.com. 

Chariton High School teacher and

FBLA Advisor Susan Seuferer was

recently named Iowa’s 2020-21

FBLA Advisor of the Year. FBLA

stands for Future Business Leaders

of America. 

Seuferer was named the recipient

of this award at the Iowa State FBLA

Leadership Conference in Coralville

a couple of weeks ago. Along with

being the FBLA Advisor, Seuferer is

a business/technology teacher at

CHS. 

“Thank you for all you do four

our students, Mrs. Seuferer. This

award is well-deserved,” said CHS

Assistant Principal/Activities Direc-

tor Tim Milledge.

A longer story about Seuferer

will be published next week. 

Iowa Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg tours Seats Inc. Seuferer named
Iowa’s 2020-21
FBLA Advisor
of the Year

LCHC hosting
drive-thru COVID-19
testing event

Iowa Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg (left) tours Seats Inc. in Chariton with
Seats Plant Manager John Templin (right) a couple of weeks ago.
Gregg was able to see the whole Seats operation during his tour.
(Contributed photo)  

Those pictured at Seats Inc. during the Lt. Gov.’s tour are from left: Christopher Watkins, Executive
Director of Lucas County Economic Development, John Clark, the Seats inc. Operations Manager,
Iowa Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg, John Templin, Seats Inc. Plant Manager, Dr. Jennifer Wilson, Executive
Dean, Transfer and Workforce Education with Indian Hills Community College, and Kelly Prickett,
Director, Regional Entrepreneurship Center/ Small Business Development Center with Indian Hills
Community College. (Contributed photo) 

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

A large attractive item that is part

of Chariton’s history is now on dis-

play at the Lucas County Historical

Society Museum in Chariton. The

Hass desk, which was originally

used in Chariton in the early 1900s

by original owner Albert R. Hass,

has been donated to the museum and

now sits in the front parlor of the AJ

Stephens House on the museum

grounds. 

The desk was used by three gen-

erations of the Hass family including

by Albert R. Hass when he worked

at the bank in Chariton. Albert’s son

Abe Hass used the desk in his office,

and Abe’s son Curt Hass used it in

his home.

Curt, who was the last owner of

the desk and lives in Marion, and his

wife Judie drove the desk to Chariton

from Marion during June 2020 and it

was placed in the parlor of the

Stephens House. 

“We had volunteers help get it in

the house and it took five people to

get it in here. It’s a very heavy piece

of furniture,” said Lucas County His-

torical Society President Frank

Myers. 

Myers also said that the desk is

made of quarter sawn oak, which is

a way of cutting oak timber so the

grain shows better. There is a bust of

the desk’s original owner, Albert R.

Hass, on top of it. 

Hass desk makes its
way home to Chariton
Desk is now in front parlor of AJ Stephens House at Lucas
County Historical Society Museum 

The first owner of the desk, Albert R. Hass, is pictured at the
right. The man at the left is Charlie Haver. The Hass desk was
donated to the Lucas County Historical Society during June 2020
by Albert R. Hass’s grandson, A. Curtis Hass of Marion. Curtis
Hass is the one who provided this photo. 

Pelicans take a rest at Pin Oak Marsh south of Chariton

Birds of a feather can stay together in any type of weather. This large group of white pelicans enjoys the close proximity of each other’s company while at Pin Oak Marsh one mile south of Chariton
on Highway 14 on Friday, March 26. (Bill Howes photo) 

Pictured is the kartouch,
which is a decorative item that
goes with the Hass desk at the
Lucas County Historical Soci-
ety Museum in Chariton. The
kartouch had been built into
the woodwork at the National
Bank and when the bank was
demolished in 1970, the kar-
touch was taken out and
framed. In the center of the
kartouch are the bank’s ini-
tials, FNB. (Bill Howes photo) 
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