
Editor’s Note: This is the first

story in a four-part series about the

First Lutheran in Chariton, which is

celebrating its 150th Anniversary this

year. The second story will be in

Thursday’s Herald-Patriot.  

By Sharon Wilhite

Staff Writer

The event that has been eagerly

anticipated for months is now only

weeks away. The First Lutheran

Church of Chariton will be celebrat-

ing its 150th Anniversary on Sunday

Sept. 15, 2019. There will be articles

involving members spanning several

generations of faithful attendance and

dedication to their church. This first

article gives a brief overview of the

church’s history from its inception in

1869 until the present.

• Swedish immigrants began set-

tling in this area between 1867 and

1869.

• Many of the people in the com-

munity had a spiritual hunger after

being touched by the Holy Spirit dur-

ing the great spiritual re-awakening

in Sweden.

• Mr. Olaus Olson and J.F. Ekfelt

took an active part in leading the ini-

tial services.

• The First Swedish Evangelical

Lutheran Church of Chariton, Iowa

was organized Nov. 3, 1869. There

were twenty-six members consisting

of adults and children.

• Traveling ministers and dea-

cons served the congregation until
1875 when M. Frykman became the

first regular pastor. He served until

1880.

• The first baptism was celebrated

on Nov. 15, 1886 while the first Con-

firmation of Faith for eight members

was held in 1889.

• English was introduced in 1896,

but most services were still spoken in

Swedish until 1915.

• The congregation built its first

church building in 1875 and dedi-

cated it on Nov. 18, 1880. The build-

ing was located on the corner of

North Eighth Street and Roland.

• The cornerstone of their next

church building was laid on the same

site on May 4, 1903. Beautiful

stained glass windows depicting Bib-

lical figures were incorporated in the

new design. The church bell, forged

in Sweden, was said to be “the best

church bell in town.” 

The inscription on the bell was

Swedish and translated:

“I to the church the loving call,

and to the grave do summon all.”

The bell also has an inscription

from Jeremiah 22:29 which states,

“O earth, earth, earth, hear the word

of the Lord.” 

This same bell is still in use every

Sunday.

When First Lutheran celebrated

its 75th anniversary in 1944, there

was a total membership of 175,

which was almost identical to the

membership at the time of their 50th

anniversary. Gifts donated for the

75th anniversary included a beautiful

new altar, a replica statue of Thor-

waldson’s Christ, an organ, and a

baptismal font.

• The present First Lutheran con-

gregation worships in the building

erected in 1980 on Curtis Avenue.

The original stained glass windows

and bell from the previous building

were retained and used in the new.

The bell tower was dedicated during

their 140th anniversary.

• The First Lutheran Church ex-

panded its congregation to Corydon

in 1981. There were several families

from that location that had previously

been traveling to Chariton, as Cory-

don had no Lutheran church. 

Today, the two congregations are

considered one church.
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City and school 
combined election 
to be held  Nov. 5 

On Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019 a

City/School Combined Election will

be held in Lucas County. HFF 566, a

law combining School and City Elec-

tions, went into effect July 1, 2019. 

The nomination period for filling

papers for City and School offices be-

gins on Monday Aug. 26, 2019 and

ends on Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019 at 5

p.m. 

Nomination papers for City Coun-

cil will be filed with your City Clerk

and Nomination papers for School

Board will be filed with the School

Secretary.   

For City Offices the open 

positions are as follows:

City of Chariton: Two Council

Member positions open 4 year terms

at large   

City of Derby: Five Council Mem-

ber positions open + Mayor. 2 year

terms at large 

City of Lucas: Three Council

Member positions open 4 year terms

at large

City of Russell: Two Council

Member positions open and Mayor –

4 year term at Large.

City of Williamson:  Two Council

Member positions open and Mayor -

4 year terms at large

For Chariton Community School

District the following offices will

be on the ballot in November:

Director District 2 

Director District 3 

Director District 4 at large 

Director district 1 to fill vacancy.

Nomination papers and number of

signatures can be picked up from

your City Clerk, School Secretary or

at the Lucas County Auditor’s office

at the Courthouse during regular

business hours from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Papers must be turned in to your city

clerk or school secretary by 5 p.m. on

Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019.

LCHC ‘Shock 
Walk’ 5K Run
Walk is Oct. 5

Lucas County Health Center is

gearing up for their Second Annual

“Shock Walk” 5K run/walk on Sat-

urday, Oct. 5. This event is designed

to raise funds to purchase batteries

and patches for AEDs in communi-

ties throughout Lucas County. 

Registration is $15 for kids (ages

12 and under) and $25 for adults

(ages 13 and over.) All ages are wel-

come and registrations received be-

fore Sept. 24 will include a shirt. 

“This 5K is a great way to give

back to the community while taking

care of your own health,” says Darcy

Juline, Education Manager at

LCHC. “We have 30 AEDs in Lucas

County and all money raised at this

event will help ensure that those

AEDs are well-maintained and ready

for an emergency situation, should

they be needed.” 

The run begins at 10 a.m., with

registration opening at 9 a.m.. Fol-

lowing the race, there will be

awards, door prizes, and light re-

freshments. The run/walk will be

held at the Cinder Path, a beautiful

nature trail located on the southwest

side of Chariton. The route will be

lined with the faces of sudden car-

diac arrest survivors, all of whom

were saved by a good samaritan, an

AED, and hands-only CPR. 

For more information or to regis-

ter, call (641) 774-3219 or visit

www.lchcia.com.   

1st Lutheran observes 150th Anniversary  

Pictured is the present 1st Lutheran Church building on

Curtis Avenue in Chariton with the original bell from the

1903 building showcased in the bell tower that was dedi-

cated on their 140th anniversary. (Sharon Wilhite photo)

Pictured is the first

church building of the

Swedish Evangelical

Lutheran Church that was

built in 1875 on the corner

of N. 8th Street and Roland. 

Nehemiah Reeves, 4, of Chariton plays the tic tac toe

game at Yocom Park Tuesday afternoon. He is the son

of Kevin and Tesla Reeves of Chariton. (Bill Howes

photo) 

LCHC continues to do well 

with 340BPharmacy revenue

in July financial report
Bill Howes

Associate Editor

Lucas County Health Center Fi-

nancial Management Manager

George Esper gave the financial re-

port for LCHC For July at the

monthly Hospital Board meeting

Aug. 27. 

Esper said that 340B Pharmacy

revenue did very well in July with a

revenue of $97,232, which is

$66,657 over budget. The $97,232

amount is also well above the 340B

Pharmacy revenue of $14,130 in

July 2018.

For the first month of the 2019-

20 fiscal year, July, LCHC had a

negative bottom line or net loss of -

$118,195. This is below the bud-

geted amount for the month of

-$13,652. It’s also below the net loss

of -$697 the hospital had in July

2018.

Esper pointed out that for July

LCHC posted total gross operating

revenue of $2,881,991. This is

below the budgeted amount for the

month of $2,928,936, but above the

amount of $2,514,561 for July 2018.

Esper pointed out that the LCHC

Medical Clinic’s revenue in July was

$408,466 and that the Clinic had

1,887 patient visits for the month.

This is up from 1,618 visits in July

2018. Inpatient services performed

over budget for July with revenue of

$245,094. The budgeted amount for

inpatient services for July was

$198,262.

Esper reported that total revenue

deductions for July were -

$1,242,749. Contractual adjustments

for July were at 41.39 percent, which

is similar to June’s amount of 41.6

percent. 

“Going into a new fiscal year, we

have updated our estimates, which

has had an increase on contractual

allowances. There have also been

larger adjustments in July for our

chemotherapy/cancer patients,”

Esper said.

One example Esper gave of the

larger adjustments is that for the

drug Brentuximab Veotin, LCHC

charged $35,289, but only received

a payment of $14,821 from

Medicare. The remaining cost of

$20,468 is adjusted off of the pa-

tients’ bill as a contractual adjust-

ment. 

LCHC’s net operating revenue

for July was $1,639,243, which is

$144,000 below budget.

LCHC’s total operating expenses

for July were $1,894,481, which is

$24,000 below budget.

In July, LCHC’s total wages and

benefits totaled $1,054,287, which is

below the budgeted amount of

$1,147,515. Of the $1,054,287,

$828,605 is for salaries and

$225,682 is for employee benefits

and taxes. 

Medical professional fees were

$9,000 above budget in July at

$190,460. Supplies and expense

were $62,000 above budget in July

at $523,319. 

Pharmacy drug costs in July were

over budget by $46,267. ‘LCHC has

continued with our chemotherapy

patients, which is causing an in-

crease in our supply costs,” Esper

said.

In July, LCHC had a net operat-

ing los of -$255,238 and a net non-

operating revenue of $137,043.

Subtracting this first number from

the second number gave LCHC the

negative bottom line for the month

of -$118,195. 

Standard benchmark ratios

Esper went over LCHC’s stan-

dard benchmark ratios. In July,

LCHC’s average length of stay for

acute patients was 3.53, which is up

from 2.88 in June. LCHC’s operat-

ing margin in July was -15.57, which

is down from -5.09 in June. LCHC’s

excess margin in July was -.6.65,

which is down from 1.67 in June.

In July, LCHC’s debt service cov-

erage was -0.14, which is down from

5.07 in June. In July, LCHC’s cur-

rent ratio was 1.67, which is down

slightly from 1.85 in June. 

In July, LCHC’s days cash on

hand was at 26.39, which is up from

23.67 in June. LCHC’s days in ac-

counts receivable or A/R went down

from 56.09 in June to 52.55 in July.

LCHC wants to be at around 50 for

accounts receivable each month. 

In July, LCHC had one capital

equipment purchase for a vacuum

pump from Ohio Medical for

$5,951. 

After Esper spoke, the board ap-

proved the July financial report. 

An outbreak of Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease

(EHD) is impacting deer primarily in south central Iowa

with the largest concentration of infected animals being

reported in Warren, Monroe and Appanoose Counties.

A virus spread by female midges that feed on deer

causes EHD. It causes high fever in deer and the cell

membranes in their heart, lungs and diaphragm to

weaken and burst. Infected deer are attracted to water to

combat the fever and dehydration due to the hemorrhag-

ing and usually die within a few days.

In dry years it can be worse as deer are more concen-

trated around water and since the disease is spread by a

biting midge more deer can become infected. EHD re-

mains active until rain disperses the deer, wind disburses

the midges or a heavy frost kills them.

EHD is not related in any way to chronic wasting dis-

ease.

Losses due to EHD occur annually, usually at low lev-

els and in localized areas. Current loss estimate is more

than 400. The number is likely to increase as bow hunters

head to the timber to begin placing their tree stands.

Virus claiming deer in 

areas of southern Iowa


