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The Chariton School principals

gave their monthly reports at the

school board meeting Monday, Feb.

8.

Columbus Elementary Principal

Derek Philips reported that FAST

(Formative Assessment System for

Teachers) Assessments got bumped

back a couple of days due to the snow

days. 

“We lost a few kids to virtual

learning because of the mask man-

date, but the ones who have stayed

we have had no issues with them fol-

lowing expectations,” Philips said.

Philips told the board that Kinder-

garten Roundup is scheduled for

March 5. “We are having the parent

meeting in the gym so families can

spread out. We will use every form of

communication to get the word out. I

will report projected numbers at the

March meeting,” Philips said.

Philips also said that the Colum-

bus families continue to be support-

ive of the school and its staff.

All teachers at Columbus now

have iPad or Chromebook storage

stations. “They were able to choose

what they wanted so it best fits their

needs,” Philips said.

Philips also said the only issue the

school had with the fire marshal’s re-

port was that some of their exit signs

were not working properly. Those

signs have all been replaced.

The verbal de-escalation training

led by the AEA that Columbus was

supposed to have on Jan. 18 has been

moved to March 10. Columbus is

also planning LETRS (Language Es-

sentials for Teachers of Reading and

Spelling) training with Van Allen El-

ementary for next fall.

In his report, Van Allen Elemen-

tary Principal Josh Morgan reported

that on Friday, Jan. 29, the school met

with their friends at Hy-Vee Kids Fit.

Van Allen was one of the top 10

schools in a 7-state region to win

$250 towards their wellness efforts,

and a hallway movement kit.

“This was a really cool event and

it got our kids moving. We have a

great partnership with Hy-Vee, and it

was a good job done by Van Allen

staff and students,” Morgan said.

On Thursday, Jan. 14, Van Allen

hosted Trooper Darren Flaherty from

the Iowa State Patrol who talked with

Van Allen students about Internet

safety. “Half of the students watched

remotely, which was an interesting

experience. This was part of our Jan-

uary online safety unit, and was well-

received,” Morgan said.

Morgan also went over some test-

ing results numbers for Van Allen stu-
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The Chariton City Council held

further discussion on the recommen-

dation of naming a field at Northwest

Park in Chariton as Kevin Kent Field

at the council meeting Feb. 15. 

Back at the Nov. 2 city council

meeting, a request from the Chariton

Park and Recreation Advisory Com-

mittee to name a field at Northwest

Park as the Kevin Kent Field was

presented to the Chariton City Coun-

cil. 

Barb Kent was at the Nov. 2 meet-

ing to express why she would like to

have the entire Northwest Park

named or re-named as Kevin Kent

Park. 

In 1996, the City of Chariton

began the development of Phase II of

Northwest Park. Kevin Kent spent

numerous hours and donated labor

and heavy equipment for the devel-

opment of a current field area. The

city council tabled this issue at the

Nov. 2 meeting and asked city staff

to do more research about who all

was involved in the development of

Northwest Park as it is today and to

present more information about this

at a later date.

The Chariton City staff has done

some research and held discussions

with several resources on the history

of Northwest Park. The work to cre-

ate Northwest Park as it is today was

done by Kevin Kent, but also by

Lucas County, Hy-Vee, the City of

Chariton Street and Park Recreation

Departments, grants from the Iowa

Department of Natural Resources

(IDNR), local grants from the South

Central Iowa Community Founda-

tion (SCICF) and Alliant Energy,

civic organizations such as the Ro-

tary Club of Chariton, and numerous

volunteers.

“We do not take lightly that Kevin

Kent gave his time, equipment, and

dedication to making the Phase II

portion of Northwest Park a great

asset to our community. As the Park

and Recreation Advisory Committee

recommended, we would still recom-

mend the field area be named Kevin

Kent Field,” Chariton City Manager

Laura Liegois said. 

“I’m not sure what area of the

park Kevin worked in,” Chariton

Mayor Denny Bisgard said.

“I’m pretty sure it was the soccer

field and the back ball field, but I’m

not totally positive on that. We could

get further clarification on the field

area Kevin worked in,” Council

member Roger Manser said.

Council member Jayma Hoch

suggested putting up a plaque at

Northwest Park to recognize every-

one that was involved in doing the

work that has made Northwest Park

what it is today. 

“There were lots of organizations

that did work at Northwest Park. We

need to make sure we acknowledge
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The Chariton City Council held a

discussion with Joe Milledge of KIIC

96.7 FM Radio Station in Albia about

using Chariton TV to possibly broad-

cast Chariton City Council meetings.

The discussion was held at the Feb.

15 city council meeting and Milledge

communicated with the council from

online.

The City of Chariton was ap-

proached by KIIC about the new op-

portunity for Chariton TV. KIIC is

offering services for live streaming of

activities, public meetings, and pro-

grams in Chariton. Currently they are

live broadcasting Chariton basketball

games and they plan to broadcast

Chariton School Board meetings.

KIIC is offering to put up a camera

at Chariton City Hall at no cost. This

will allow for council meetings and

other public informational programs

to be scheduled on Chariton TV. 

“How far have you gotten with

doing this for the Chariton School

Board?” Chariton Mayor Denny Bis-

gard asked Milledge.

“Chariton Schools Superintendent

Larry Achenbach is very interested

and wants to do it. We haven’t been

able to present information to them

yet about it because of the weather,”

Milledge said in response.

Milledge said he hasn’t made it

over to Chariton City Hall yet to look

at the council room. He also told the

council that there’s no obligation to

use this service if they don’t want to

use it.

“It’s a great opportunity to provide

live feed of our council meetings to

the public,” Chariton City Manager

Laura Liegois said.

It was also mentioned that the

Chariton City Council used to have

very good crowds at their meetings

before COVID-19, but now the atten-

dance is very limited due to COVID.

The implication there was that atten-

dance at meetings could go back up

again once COVID is over.

“Do you have to have good Inter-

net for this? We’ve struggled some

with Internet,” Council member

Jayma Hoch said.

After the meeting, City Manager

Liegois told the newspaper that the

city has done some upgrades with

WIndstream, but now it also has

Fiberoptics on the Chariton square

and that they’ll be hooking into

FIberoptics in March.

Milledge said if the city did decide

to use this service, that different de-

tails would need to be worked out

such as having a kill switch added to

use to turn off meeting broadcasts

when the council would hold a closed

session. 

“I think if you can work with

Laura and be flexible and make this

easy, it could work,” Mayor Bisgard

said to Milledge. 

“I’ll get over to city hall and work

with Laura. Thanks for your time,”

Milledge told the council.

“You’re a good supporter of

Chariton, both you and Erin,” Mayor

Bisgard said to Milledge and his sis-

ter, Erin Lane, who was online during

the meeting along with him. Erin

works in advertising at KIIC.
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At their meeting Feb. 15, the

Chariton City Council held the pub-

lic hearing for and then approved the

proposed maximum property tax

levy for Fiscal Year 2022. 

There weren’t any members of

the public present for the public

hearing. 

During the 2019 Iowa Legislative

Session, the Iowa State Senate

passed Senate File 634, which re-

quires an additional public hearing

on the property tax levy used in local

governments on portions of the

property tax used for benefits, recre-

ation facilities, and insurance. 

The maximum property tax levy

approved includes benefit costs of

employees including health insur-

ance, retirement benefits, liability

coverage, and recreational facilities

like the Chariton Community Center

that are directly handled through the

tax.

According to the resolution for

the maximum property tax levy, the

maximum property tax dollars for

the affected tax levies for Fiscal Year

2022 shall not exceed the amount of

$1,473,862.

The resolution also states that the

maximum property tax dollars re-

quested in the total maximum levy

for the affected property tax levies

for FY 2022 does represent an in-

crease greater than 102 percent from

the maximum tax dollars requested

for FY 2021. 

By approving the maximum

property tax levy, the budget process

can move forward and the council

can now set the regular city budget

public hearing for the City of Chari-

ton’s overall Fiscal Year 2022 city

budget.

Chariton City Council approves proposed maximum

property tax levy for FY 2022

These lovely evergreens with the sunset in the background and above the snow were captured on a brisk winter evening

at Red Haw State Park in Chariton this past Tuesday night, Feb. 16. It’s another example of the picturesque beauty of

winter in Lucas County. (Bill Howes photo) 

Winter evergreen scenery at Red Haw

State Park looks serene at sunset
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