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AND THE HERAlD-PATRIOT SINCE 1857

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor

One highlight from the third three

months of 2020 was the special cer-

emony held at Halferty Park in

Chariton Aug. 6. The new play-

ground at the park was recognized

and made Halferty Park the first ever

handicapped accessible or ADA

compliant park in Chariton. Lucas

County Korean War veteran, Private

Donald L. Halferty, was also recog-

nized at the ceremony due to it being

the 70th anniversary of him being

killed in the Korean War. He was the

first solider from Lucas County to be

killed in the Korean War.

Another highlight was the paint-

ing of the Freedom Rock at the Lucas

County Veterans Memorial Park in

Chariton by artist Ray “Bubba”

Sorensen II in July. A ceremony for

the dedication of the World War II

mural painted by John Neal was held

at the Memorial Park in September. 

Another highlight was Iowa Gov-

ernor Kim Reynolds and Senator

Chuck Grassley paying visits to

Chariton. Gov. Reynolds toured one

of the homes done as part of a new

housing development in Chariton

and Sen. Grassley toured Johnson

Machine Works.

The Quilts of Valor Foundation

presented Lucas County veteran Jim

McKnight with a National Quilt of

Valor for his service in the U.S.

Army.  

July 2020
The Lucas County Health Center

Hospital Board of Trustees voted to

put the Vredenburg Center in Chari-

ton up for sale at their monthly meet-

ing.

The Lucas County Board of Su-

pervisors approved the hiring of

Jacque Gwinn as a part-tome clerk in

the Lucas County Recorder’s office. 

The Declaration of Independence

was read aloud at a ceremony held at

the Lucas County Veterans Memorial

Park in Chariton July 4. 

The shooting of former Lucas

County Sheriff Gaylord Lyman was

detailed in a story published in the

July 14, 2020 Chariton Leader. The

story was printed shortly after the

150th anniversary of the sheriff’s

death on July 6, 1870. It was

reprinted from the Chariton Democ-

rat on July 12, 1870.

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds was in

Chariton Thursday, July 9, to tour

one of the homes that’s part of a new

housing development being done in

Chariton by Ground Breaker Homes

out of Clive in partnership with the

Lucas County Development Corpo-

ration (LCDC). The home she toured

is at 1112 N. 17th St. Along with

touring the home, the governor sat

down in the home’s living room and

talked with three local leaders about

the Chariton housing development

project including Chariton Mayor

Denny Bisgard, LCDC Executive

Director Christopher Watkins and

Midwest Heritage Bank President

Tony Kaska. 

The Chariton City Council held a

discussion about skateboarding in the

Chariton city limits at their July 6

meeting.

The Chariton City Council ap-

proved to submit a grant application

for $25,000 to the Vredenburg Foun-

dation for the Chariton Splash Pad

project.

The Quilts of Valor Foundation

presented Jim McKnight with a Na-

tional Quilt of Valor for his service

in the U.S. Army from 1967-69. 

Senator Chuck Grassley was in

Chariton to tour Johnson Machine

Works. Along with touring the facil-

ity, he also took and answered ques-

tions from constituents. 

Chariton Schools Superintendent

Larry Achenbach went over a rough

draft of the Return to Learn plan he

formed for the 2020-21 school year

at the July 13 school board meeting.

The Chariton City Council and

Chariton Water Board held a special

meeting about Lake Ellis and Lake

Morris at Chariton City Hall Thurs-

day, July 9. The meeting was a con-

tinuation of the conversation from

when both the city council and water

board first discussed the lakes at the

monthly Chariton Water Board meet-

ing June 8.

A front-page story appeared in the

July 28 Leader about the painting of

the Freedom Rock being underway

Ceremony recognizing Chariton’s first ADA

compliant park, painting of Freedom Rock,

Gov. Reynolds and Sen. Grassley visiting

Chariton highlight third three months of 2020 

Artist Bubba Sorensen (pictured) paints the American flag on the Freedom Rock at the Lucas

County Veterans Memorial Park in Chariton on Thursday, July 23. He started putting the primer on

the rock on Tuesday, July 21, and completed in during the following week. (Bill Howes photo)

By Sharon Wilhite

Staff Writer

Most of the artists interviewed so

far have developed a love of art from

a very young age. It has been won-

derful to see what they are now ac-

complishing with their well-honed

skills. The five Pierschbacher girls

are young (Lily Anna 15, Shanna 14,

Mellie 12, Annabelle 10, and Megan

9); it is exciting to think about what

place their art skills will have in their

grown up lives someday. 

Lily Anna was the youngest of the

five girls (she began doodling at age

3) to show a propensity towards art.

As the other girls came along after

her, she would draw something and

they would copy her. 

Besides Lily’s doodling, Mellie’s

first attempts at art involved drawing

horses which have continued to be a

favorite subject matter for her

whether in her sketchbook or con-

structing her own horse barn out of

foam board. As for inspiration, artist

Tasha Tudor (1915-2008) seems to

be a favorite of all and the one they

would most like to go back in history

to meet. They enjoy emulating her

style of art while still finding their

own personal style.

The girls all enjoy working with

watercolor pencils. In addition to this

medium, Lily and Shanna have

worked with acrylics and pastels,

with Mellie, Annabelle, and Megan

adding in colored pencils and

crayons to what they enjoy. One of

their grandmothers has taught them

how to crochet, and all like to crochet

hats, headbands, scarves, and hot

pads. 

Lily Anna also is an accomplished

sewer and is skilled at making

aprons, prairie skirts, dresses and

bonnets, rag dolls, and Russian nest-

ing style dolls. Her favorite project

so far was making a quilt out of jean

squares for her father. She has also il-

lustrated a book for her grand-

mother’s friend whose dad had writ-

ten a story called A Boy and the Sea

but had since passed away.

Annabelle affirms that her favorite

projects include making live catch

mouse traps in which to catch mice

for pets while Shanna adds that any-

thing she has drawn that is bug re-

lated is her favorite. Mellie continues

to especially enjoy working on her

horse stalls creation.

None of the girls have had formal

art training with the younger girls

learning from the older ones. Lily

Anna has been a big help teaching

her sisters how to sew, crochet, and

improve in their drawing ability.

Their Grandma Becky also has

helped them with their sewing and

has given them pointers on their

painting skills.

The sisters all affirm that they re-

ally don’t have a desire to travel any-

where else but are content to be right

where they live doing their art at the

kitchen table. They do acknowledge

that it would be nice to have a place

to create that would have shelves for

all their art and sewing supplies with

a window for optimum light.

The children’s mother Anna

moved to this area from the state of

Washington when she was 15. She

eventually married Shawn Pier-

schbacher who is the owner of SP

Construction based out of Chariton.

They now have 10 children consist-

Art runs in the family, spotlight on

the Pierschbacher daughters 
Part 6 of the Meet The Artist series, highlighting local artists

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor

The Lucas County Board of Su-

pervisors held their first meeting of

the New Year Monday, Jan. 4. The

supervisors reorganized for 2021 ap-

pointing Cathy Reece as chairman

and Dennis Smith as vice chairman. 

The board approved to designate

the Chariton Leader as the official

newspaper for Lucas County for

2021.

A resolution was approved ap-

pointing the supervisors as represen-

tatives of the Lucas County Board of

Supervisors to serve on various com-

mittees, boards and organizations. 

The board appointed supervisor

Dennis Smith to be designated to

serve on the 5th Judicial District

Board of Directors as the representa-

tive for Lucas County, Iowa and for

supervisor Cathy Reece to be the al-

ternate for a one-year term beginning

Jan. 1, 2021. 

Supervisors

appoint Reece

chairman, Smith

vice chairman
By Bill Howes

Associate Editor

The Chariton City Council held a

discussion and took action on speed

limit signs on 22nd Street, also

known as Hy-Vee Road in Chariton,

in order to make the speed limits the

same on both the city side and county

side of 22nd Street.

Chariton City Manager Laura

Liegois explained that the speed limit

on 22nd Street or Hy-Vee Road in

Chariton is shared with Lucas

County. The City of Chariton’s City

Code states the following about the

speed limit for 22nd Street from

Court Avenue to Curtis Avenue:

Chapter 10.16.010 Section 5: On

Twenty-second Street: (A) Forty-five

miles an hour from Court Avenue to

Curtis Avenue. 

“Currently, there are several speed

changes on the county side, which

conflict with the City’s Code for

speed limits on 22nd Street. I have

talked with Chariton Police Chief

Tyler Ruble and Street Superintend-

ent Dave Van Ryswyk about this. I

think we should be consistent on

both sides of the road,” Liegois told

the council.

Liegois said the Chariton city

staff has reviewed the signage on the

road and would like to recommend

the following changes to the City’s

side of 22nd Street: The following

are also the current speed limits on

the county side of the road.

A. Court Avenue to Friendly Aces

Mobile Home Park-45 miles per

hour.

B.  Friendly Acres Mobile Home

Park to Johnson Machine Works-35

miles per hour.

C. Johnson Machine Works to

Curtis Avenue-25 miles per hour.

Following the discussion, the

council approved a motion to have

Chariton City attorney Verle Norris

draft an ordinance with the speed

limit changes listed above on the

City’s side of 22nd Street so they

match the speed limits on the county

side of the street. 

Ordinance to be drafted

with speed limit changes

for city side of 22nd Street

The Pierschbacher girls display some of their artistry. Pictured

on the top left is Lily Anna (15). Next to her in the top row are

Megan (9) and Annabelle (10). Pictured in the bottom row from

left are: Mellie (12) and Shanna (14). (Sharon Wilhite photo) 

Pictured is Hy-Vee million mile

truck driver Mike Gillman, who

became the 89th Hy-Vee driver

to drive one million consecu-

tive miles without a preventa-

ble accident in August. 

YEAR ND REVIEW

Continued to Page 2

ARTISTS

Continued to Page 3

SUPERVISORS

Continued to Page 7


