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The

And the herAld-PAtriOt Since 1857

The Chariton Fire Department’s ladder fire truck was on dis-
play outside of the Chariton Fire Station this past Friday morn-
ing, Sept. 11, flying the American flag to honor the 19th
anniversary of the 9-11 attack on New York City, Washington D.C.
and the flight over Pennsylvania that happened on Sept. 11,
2001. (Bill Howes photo) 

Cornerstone Community Church Small Group Leader Mike Sherrick (left) and church elder and
Pastor Paul Miller (right) present a $3,000 check donation Chariton Parks and Recreation Director
Travis Young (center) at the Chariton City Council meeting Sept. 8. The money was raised from
Cornerstone’s Taste and See BBQ competition and will be used to help fund the Splash Pad project
in Chariton. (Laura Liegois photo) 

Solid waste and recycling services 
hearing held at council meeting
By Bill howes

Associate editor 

The Chariton City Council held a

public hearing regarding the City of

Chariton contracting residential solid

waste and recycling services for the

city at their Sept. 8 meeting.  

There wasn’t a large crowd pres-

ent for the meeting and just six peo-

ple total spoke regarding the topic.

One was Chariton City Manager

Laura Liegois who gave the intro-

duction on it at the beginning and an-

other was Gary Rogers, who

contracts to haul recycling for Lucas

County.

Four other people who called in

by phone spoke briefly as well. They

included Lucas County Supervisor

Larry Davis, Chariton Water Board

member Vern Vogel and two city res-

idents, Ben Watt and Ann Hamilton. 

City Manager Liegois said that

for the past several weeks, an on-line

survey has been available for the

public to respond to regarding solid

waste and recycling residential col-

lection. 

“The survey’s feedback is a

mixed feeling towards the process of

having one select hauler for every-

thing in Chariton. There is large sup-

port for a curbside recycling program

in Chariton,” Liegois said. 

Liegois said that 81 residents re-

sponded to the survey and she went

over its results. 

One question was “Do you prefer

to have one hauler for solid waste

and recycling collection?” A total of

42 people answered yes to this ques-

tion and 39 answered no.

The second question was “Is

curbside recycling important to

you?” A total of 41 people said yes

to this question and 40 said no.

The third question was “Is it im-

portant to you to have a choice in

your hauler for solid waste?” A total

of 57 people answered yes to this

question and 23 people answered no.

Gary Rogers, who contracts to

haul recycling for Lucas County,

spoke next at the meeting.

“The biggest problem we have

with recycling is that people don’t

follow the rules. We have lists of

things put up that you’re allowed to

put in the bins for recycling but peo-

ple don’t always follow them. Dead

ducks, fence wire and garbage have

all been put in the recycling bins.

People in all towns in the county

need to respect the rules for recy-

cling,” Rogers said.

Rogers also said that another

problem is people not breaking down

cardboard boxes. “People need to re-

spect that cardboard boxes have to be

broken down. It doesn’t take that

long to do that. Glass in the bins is

another problem. People throw

busted glass in the bins and I’ve been

cut on the hands by that,” Rogers

said.

Rogers complimented the elderly

citizens on how they handle recy-

cling. “The elderly are great at recy-

cling. When they come to the bins,

they’re very respectful and they put

in what is supposed to be put in

them,” Rogers said.

Lucas County Supervisor Larry

Davis called in to the meeting by

phone and said that Lucas County

Solid Waste, which includes the five

county towns, hasn’t had a meeting

yet about what happens if Chariton

decides to go to curbside recycling

and having just one hauler. 

Davis also said that education is

important. “We could educate more

in the different towns about what to

put in the trailers or bins,” Davis

said.

Chariton Water Board member

Vern Vogel spoke by phone next.

“This is a subject we battled for two

sessions when I was on the city

council. I think we need to go to a

single hauler for recycling with curb-

side pickup. It’s going to be tough on

the small community if we don’t all

get on the same page and follow

through,” Vogel said.

Ann Hamilton spoke by phone

next. “I’m not in favor of having a

single hauler. There should be free

enterprise and people should be able

to pick the hauler they want. I also

like paying my bill directly to my

hauler. I would like to not see a third

party billing system,” Hamilton said. 

Ben Watt spoke by phone next.

“I’m new in town and I was shocked

at how many trash haulers we have.

I think that $20 a pop for trash serv-

ice is just outrageous. I also think

that towns our size should have a sin-

gle hauler. I’ve lived in different

towns. I really hope we’re all able to

come and get this together for the

city,” Watt said.

After people gave their views on

this topic, no action was taken on it.

The council decided that they will

wait and have more discussion

whether or not to have one select

hauler for everything in Chariton

along with curbside recycling at their

Oct. 5 meeting and decide which di-

rection they want to go in with these

things. 

Cornerstone Church donates 
$3,000 to Park and Rec. Department
Money to go towards Splash Pad project
By Bill howes

Associate editor 

Cornerstone Community Church

in Chariton made a $3,000 donation

to the Chariton Parks and Recreation

Department at the Chariton City

Council meeting Sept. 8. 

The money was raised from the

church’s Taste and See BBQ compe-

tition this year. The money will go

towards funding the Splash Pad proj-

ect, which will be located in the old

sand pit located next to the Chariton

swimming pool.

The check presentation made was

part of a larger overall presentation

Cornerstone Community Church

made to the city council in which

they praised city government leaders

for their service to the community.

Pastor Paul Miller, elder and lead

pastor at Cornerstone Community

Church, said to the council, “We

think Chariton, Iowa, is the greatest

city in America and we know the

success of our city does not happen

by accident. We also know that this

is a very difficult time in which you

all provide leadership. On behalf of

the Cornerstone Community Church

faith family, I would like to express

our appreciation for your leadership.

Recently as I preached through Ro-

mans Chapter 13 in which the Apos-

tle Paul describes God’s institution

of government, our church family

prayed for each member of our city

government by name. Each year we

host several events to reach out to

our Chariton community. One of

those events is our annual ‘Taste and

See BBQ competition. Cornerstone

small group leader Mike Sherrick

leads this event each year. Our

church family wanted to express our

love and gratitude for our Chariton

leaders by donating all money raised

at the BBQ meal to the Chariton

Parks and Recreation Department

led by Travis Young. Travis does a

really great job.”

Young then said a few words. “I

want to thank you for this check do-

nation. Mike Sherrick has put in

many years of helping the Park and

Rec. Department with refereeing flag

football and he does a great job with

that,” Young said. 

On Aug. 9, 2020, as a result of an

ongoing investigation, the Lucas

County Sheriff’s Office conducted a

traffic stop in the 300 block of W.

Stanton St. in Russell. During that

traffic stop the Deputy determined

that the trailer being pulled had been

stolen the previous day. The Sheriff’s

Office and the South Central Iowa

Drug Task Force (SCIDTF) con-

ducted a search of the vehicle and lo-

cated a sizeable amount of

Methamphetamine and other drug

paraphernalia. 

The Sheriff’s Office arrested:

Samuel Barnes Jr. of Des Moines

for possession of > five grams of

Meth with intent to deliver (B

felony), fail to affix drug tax stamp

(D felony), theft 2nd degree (D

felony), possession of drug parapher-

nalia (simple misdemeanor) and

driving while suspended (simple

misdemeanor).  

Ronald Ruggles of Des Moines

for possession of > five grams of

Meth with intent to deliver (B

felony), fail to affix drug tax stamp

(D felony), theft 2nd degree (D

felony), possession of drug parapher-

nalia (simple misdemeanor) and pos-

session of contraband in a jail (D

felony).

Mandy Ruelle of Des Moines for

theft 2nd degree (D felony).

Sherriff’S Office

continued to Page 10

Yards of Cards
for Paetton
By Sharon Wilhite 

Staff Writer

Kellie Gookin has had a soft spot

in her heart for Paetton Iris ever

since she first heard of the young

girl’s battle with cancer and saw her

picture. 

Paetton has been battling a dis-

ease known as Nephroblastoma or

Wilm’s Tumors since she was nine

months old. For the last six years she

has fought the cancer by undergoing

chemotherapy, radiation, major sur-

geries and so much more. Paetton

has recently relapsed and is having

daily chemotherapy at Blank Chil-

dren’s Hospital in Des Moines, with

her mother Sabrina Goodrich driving

her back and forth.

For those that care about this little

girl, the goal is to present the family

with three yards of gift cards that

would help ease the cost of gas and

food needs while traveling back and

forth to Des Moines. 

Suggestions would include

Casey’s gas, BP gas, Hy-Vee,

Domino’s Pizza, KFC, Taco Johns,

etc. There is no card amount that

would be too small or too large, as

any would be appreciated. Twelve

gift cards equals the length of about

one yard. If any money is given, 100

percent of the proceeds will go di-

rectly to Paetton.

Personal message Kellie Gookin

on Facebook for Sabrina’s address or

send the cards directly to Kellie who

is spearheading this campaign at: 

Cards for Paetton

c/o Kellie Gookin

201 S. West Street

Russell, IA 50238

Gookin encourages, “Let’s try

and lift this family up as they con-

tinue in the battle against Paetton’s

cancer. I know Chariton and Lucas

County will always help out when

they are able.”

Paetton Iris (pictured) is a
brave young girl undergoing
daily chemotherapy in Des
Moines in her battle against
cancer. Join Kellie Gookin as
she enlists the help of Lucas
County to help Paetton’s family
out with three yards of gift
cards. (Sabrina Goodrich
photo) 
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