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By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

A public hearing date regarding the

amendment of the 2020-21 Lucas

County Health Center budget was set

at the LCHC Hospital Board of

Trustees’ meeting Tuesday, April 27. 

The budget amendment hearing

was set for Tuesday, May 25, at 6:30

p.m. in the LCHC Board room. 

LCHC interim CEO Jay Chris-

tensen explained at the meeting why

the budget amendment is necessary. 

“We’re on a pace where we’re

going to exceed our published budget

before the end of the current fiscal

year,” Christensen said.

The budget’s general expenditures

will be increased $1 million from

$23,473,034 to $24,473,034. The rea-

son for the proposed amendment in-

crease is a revenue and expense

increase. 

Facility Master Plan and CRNA

coverage updates given

Christensen gave a Facility Master

Plan update for LCHC at the meeting.

He said that he and LCHC assistant in-

terim CEO/Chief Operations Officer

Lori Johnson were on a conference

call with Envision a couple of weeks

ago.

“We’ll come back to the board with

viable options. We need to ask ‘How

can we do the most with the funds we

have available?’” Christensen said. 

It was also stated that building ma-

terials are very expensive right now. 

In regards to CRNA coverage,

Christensen informed the board that

LCHC has tentatively terminated their

anesthesia coverage as of July 1, 2021. 

Johnson explained to the newspa-

per after the meeting that LCHC is

currently looking at hiring their own

anesthetist or CRNA instead of using

a company. “That will enable use to

have better control over our sched-

ules,” Johnson said. 

“We want to make sure we have

anesthesia coverage when Dr. Muhm

and Dr. Thompson are available. We

want to step up the quality of coverage

we have,” Christensen said during the

meeting. 

Following the regular meeting, the

board went into closed session pur-

suant to Iowa Code 21.5(1)(i) “To

evaluate the professional competency

of an individual whose appointment,

hiring, performance, or discharge is

being considered when necessary to

prevent needless and irreparable in-

jury to that individual’s reputation and

that individual requests a closed ses-

sion.”

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

Chariton Middle School was one

school in the Great Prairie Area Ed-

ucation Agency (GPAEA) District

that was honored recently by the

Iowa Department of Education and

GPAEA for creating a safe, positive

environment for its students. 

CMS was recognized for creating

a positive environment for its stu-

dents in the Honor Plus category.

Honor Plus is one of five categories

in which students can be recognized

for this award, with the highest cate-

gory being Paramount. 

The five categories in order from

lowest to highest are: Honor, Honor

Plus, Banner, Banner Plus, and Para-

mount. 

According to a print out about the

award, “Honor Plus is awarded to

schools that are implementing uni-

versal features with fidelity. Addi-

tionally, classroom systems and fam-

ily/community involvement are in-

cluded in the plan of schools in the

Honor Plus category. These schools

are developing Tier 2 systems and

have defined a decision rule to iden-

tify students who may benefit from

additional support.”

“It’s a good recognition and says

we’re doing some good things, but

there’s a lot of room to grow,” said

Chariton Middle School Behavioral

Interventionist Michael Moran. 

Chariton Middle School was the

only South Central Conference Mid-

dle School to be recognized with this

award for providing a safe, positive

environment for its students. Albia

and Centerville were also recog-

nized, but the schools they had rec-

ognized were elementary schools. 

Moran said that Chariton Middle

School’s ultimate goal is to be recog-

nized in the highest or Paramount

category. They plan to do this

through a partnership with the

GPAEA to additionally support stu-

dents.

According to a handout, “the

Iowa Department of Public Educa-

tion has awarded schools statewide

including Chariton Middle School

for their work on implementing Pos-

itive Behavioral Interventions and

Supports (PBIS). PBIS is a multi-

tiered system of support for academ-

ics and behavior which provides the

framework for school districts to im-

plement and monitor prevention and

intervention practices for both virtual

and face-to-face instruction.”

“PBIS is not a curriculum that

schools purchase or something they

‘do’ to their students. Instead, Posi-

tive Behavioral Intervention Sup-

ports focuses on conditions to

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

When Centerville couple Leroy

and Karen Draper decided to open a

new business last fall, they decided to

open a thrift store not in their town or

county of residence but roughly 50

minutes away in Chariton in Lucas

County. 

The Drapers opened Grandpa’s

Thrift Store at 124 N. Grand St. on the

east side of the Chariton square in Oc-

tober 2020. It’s a straight thrift store

and does not have any consignments. 

Chariton Area Chamber/Main

Street held a ribbon cutting at

Grandpa’s Thrift Store this past Fri-

day morning, April 30. The Drapers

explained why they decided to open

their new business in Chariton instead

of Centerville. 

“We decided to open here in

Chariton because the rent is cheaper

here than where we live. We also

heard that Chariton is growing,” the

Drapers said. Grandpa’s Thrift Store

in Chariton is the only store the Drap-

ers have. 

Grandpa’s Thrift Store sells a wide

variety of items including the follow-

ing: clothes, dishes, end tables, books,

CDs, cassettes, toy cars, all kinds of

children’s toys, shoes, cards, purses,

miscellaneous items like small bottles

and caps, knick knacks, jewelry,

games and bed backboards.

For those with a thirst for nostalgic

records, the store also sells old 45

records. They also sell small picture

frames, small blankets, sipping cups

for children, toasters, hair supplies,

coffee machines, coffee pots, radio

speakers, coffee tables, corsages,

chandeliers, lamps, children’s clothes

including socks and underwear, bed-

dings for cribs ad a baby toddler bed. 

Starting Monday, May 3,

Grandpa’s Thrift Store will be open

Monday through Friday from 7 a.m.

to 3 p.m. each of those days. The store

will be closed on Saturday and Sun-

day. 

Leroy and Karen run the store

themselves and don’t have any em-

ployees. The phone number to call is

641-216-3276. 

Centerville couple Leroy and Karen Draper

opens new thrift store in Chariton 

Chariton Middle School recognized by

Iowa Dept. of Education, GPAEA for

creating safe, positive environment

A ribbon cutting was held at Grandpa’s Thrift Store at 124 N. Grand St. on the east side of the

Chariton square this past Friday morning, April 30. Doing the ribbon cutting in the middle are the

store’s owners Leroy and Karen Draper of Centerville. Also pictured from left are: Chariton Area

Chamber/Main Street Board Secretary Lana Kuball, Chariton City Manager Laura Liegois, Chariton

Area Chamber/Main Street Executive Director Alicia McGee and Chariton Area Chamber/Main

Street Board Vice President Mary Jo Fisher. (Bill Howes photo)

Pictured left to right are the Chariton High School class of 2021 top five percent of students. They

are Sailor Anderson, Haylee Sonius, Mark Pyatak, Mikayla McCurdy and Clara Stuart.

Chariton class of 2021 honors Top five percent

Ernie Stearns and his son Emmett enjoy a quiet evening of fishing on the lake at Red Haw State

Park east of Chariton this past week. (Sharon Wilhite photo) 

Families enjoy Red Haw as spring weather hits

Pictured is a long view of the north half of Grandpa’s Thrift Store,

which shows a lot of the books and toys sold inside the store.

(Bill Howes photo) 

LCHC budget amendment hearing set for May 25
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