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By Sharon Wilhite

Staff Writer

Dazzle Fest 2019 turned out to be

more drizzle than dazzle this year.

With freezing wind chills and precip-

itation alternating between misty and

miserable, parade participants and

spectators found the event to be a bit

more challenging than usual. 

The Miss Merry Christmas and

Little St. Nick contest went as sched-

uled with the young contenders shiv-

ering under the courthouse gazebo as

they waited for the crowning of the

winners. Each of the five boys and

girls received a nice bag of goodies

at the end of the ceremony. 

Parade goers appreciated each

business that opened its doors during

the Dazzle Fest providing warmth

and something to eat. Christmas

cookies and treats, roasted peanuts,

popcorn, cookie dough, beef burgers,

hot cocoa and wassail were enjoyed

by young and old alike. 

Before the parade began and in

between downpours, spectators also

took time to view the creative live

window displays around the square

as well as those just beautifully dec-

orated for Christmas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Claus had to take

shelter under an umbrella in their

sleigh but were still available for

photo opportunities next to a lovely

display of wreaths and greenery from

Hunter Brothers Tree Farm. 

In front of The Connecticut Yan-

kee Pedaller bicycle shop, a good

group of carolers from Grace Baptist

Church in Chariton filled that area of

the square with the music of tradi-

tional Christmas carols.

The parade then began with the

Vets of Lucas County proudly flying

the American flag from the back of

their pickup and ended with the float

carrying Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus

and other costumed participants who

were keeping dry under its canopy. 

In between those two entries, a

number of bedazzled trucks, classic

cars, a float, and a Hy-Vee semi

drove around the Square. Perhaps the

bravest (and coldest!) participants

were the kids in various characters’

costumes who had to dodge puddles

and try to keep warm while walking

the parade route.

Another year, another family tra-

dition checked off. Here’s hoping for

either snow or warmer temperatures

next year instead of the rain.

Dazzle or drizzle? Diehard Dazzle Fest goers still turned out

The South Central Iowa Commu-

nity Foundation (SCICF) Board re-

cently visited the Chariton

Community School Kindergarten

classrooms as a part of the organiza-

tion’s reading project.

The SCICF believes children are

one of our greatest assets and all must

be good readers to be productive cit-

izens able to positively contribute to

society as adults.  Now, in its fourth

year, the project has been expanded

to kindergartners. Approximately 90

Lucas County children were im-

pacted.   For some, it was the very

first book they can call their own.

The books the Board read and the

children received were, “If You Give

A Mouse A Brownie” by Laura Nu-

meroff and “Snowmen at Night” by

Caralyn Buehner.

The South Central Iowa Commu-

nity Foundation is a vehicle for peo-

ple to make a lasting difference in

their community.  Its central purpose

is to serve the needs and philan-

thropic goals of donors who wish to

better their community, now and in

the future.  

The SCICF mission statement

reads, “Our mission is to contribute

to a better life for people of South

Central Iowa (Lucas County included

in the five county region) by helping 

Reading to kindergartners

Continued to Page 7

Pictured are Miss Merry Christmas Isabelle Travis (left)

and Little St. Nick Mark Miller Jr. (right) after they were

crowned at Dazzle Fest Friday night. Travis is the daugh-

ter of Justin and Kelly Travis and Miller is the son of Kim

Wright and Mark Miller St.  

There was a lot of action in the Kent Farm Management

window as (left to right) Claire and Joshua Kent, Thorstan

and Kaisa Harris, and Kaelyn Kent bring ”A Very Turtle

Christmas” to life. (More Sharon Wilhite photos page 2)

Frozen characters Elsa and Anna are portrayed by Maely

(back) and Ainsley Carney in the window of Cindy Lou’s

Quilt Shop during Dazzle Fest on Friday night. 

The Lucas County Arts Council is

happy to announce the upcoming

Vredenburg Performing Arts Concert

will be world-class bluegrass enter-

tainers Monroe Crossing. 

They will perform “A Bluegrass

Christmas” on Thursday, Dec. 5 at 7

p.m. at Johnson Auditorium. Named

in honor of Bill Monroe, Monroe

Crossing dazzles audiences with an

electrifying blend of classic blue-

grass, bluegrass gospel and heartfelt

originals. 

Their airtight harmonies, razor

sharp arrangements, and on-stage

rapport make them audience fa-

vorites across the United States,

Canada and Europe. Tickets are

available at Pipers, the Chamber

Main Street office, and at the door.

Adult tickets are $15 and student

tickets are $5.

Since the year 2000, Monroe

Crossing has released 13CD’s and a

live concert DVD and has made

more than 1,500 concert appear-

ances. 

The secret to the band’s longevity

and success? According to fiddler

and lead singer Lisa Fuglie, “It’s just

plain hard work and dedication. We

all share a love for bluegrass music

and for performing on stage. We ap-

preciate every audience, large or

small, and understand that we’re

there for them, not the other way

around.”

Mandolin player Matt Thompson

adds, “We have learned the impor-

tance of entertaining audiences and

not just playing top-quality music.

We regularly hear people say that

they didn’t think they liked bluegrass

music until they saw us play.

Monroe crossing has been show-

ered with awards, including Best Fe-

male Vocalist, Guitar, Mandolin and

Banjo at the Minnesota Bluegrass

and Old-Time Music Association’s

25th Anniversary Awards Banquet. 

They are also the only Bluegrass

band every nominated as the Min-

nesota Music Academy “Artist of the

Year,” which also recognized the

band with an award for “Bluegrass

Album of the Year.”

We encourage everyone to come to

Johnson Auditorium and enjoy Mon-

roe Crossing performing “A Blue-

grass Christmas.” 

A Chariton tradition

holds up despite

some nasty weather

Monroe Crossing to appear 

at Johnson Auditorium

Monroe Crossing to present 

“A Bluegrass Christmas”

Thursday, Dec. 5 at Johnson Auditorium

Renowned Bluegrass Band performs ‘A Bluegrass Christmas’

SCICF Board members Adam Bahr (back center) and Mary Stierwalt (seated to the left

of Bahr) stand with Mrs. Kris Andersen’s Kindergarten class at Columbus Elementary in

Chariton recently. (Contributed photo) 

SCICF reads to kindergartners


