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The Chariton Leader
Open house
for City Manger 
Laura Liegois

The Chariton City Council will be

hosting an open house for City

Manger Laura Liegois on June 12

from 3-5 p.m. in the Council Cham-

bers in City Hall, Chariton, Iowa.

The community is invited for re-

freshments and to welcome her to

Chariton.

Grass clippings 
not allowed in 
Chariton streets

The City of Chariton reminds res-

idents that blowing grass clippings

from lawn mowers onto city streets

is illegal.

City code states:

“It is unlawful to throw, place or

deposit or cause or permit to be

thrown, placed or deposited on any

street, alley, sidewalk, stream, ditch,

ravine, drain, or other public place,

or upon the premises of any other

person, lawn clippings, leaves, any

filth, carrion, offal, trash, waste, ma-

nure, ashes, cinders, bottles, broken

glass, cans, or rubbish of any kind.”

Residents are responsible for

maintaining their yards by mowing

and trimming, however they are also

responsible for not leaving any grass

clippings in the roadways. Grass

clippings left in the roadway may

lead to danger for bicyclists/motor-

cyclists as well as to potentially

clogged city drains. 

Violations of this ordinance can

lead to a citation, which includes a

mandatory court appearance and a

possible $250 fine. 

Cats of America 
presentation to be
given at Pin Oak 

William R. Clark, Professor

Emeritus of Wildlife Ecology at

Iowa State University, will be giving

a presentation called “The cats of

America: ancient history and mod-

ern conservation” at Pin Oak Lodge

one mile south of Chariton along

Highway 14 on Monday, June 17, at

6 p.m. 

The talk will stat with a brief

overview of the evolution of cats in-

cluding paleologial history of saber

tooth cats and cheetahs that once

roamed North America. The talk

then transitions to the modern cat

species including endangered

species like ocelots, and common

species like bobcats.

Clark will also talk about pumas

that occasionally show up in Iowa.

He will also talk about conservation

challenges including habitat loss, cli-

mate change, conflicts, and hunting. 

There will be a lot of great pic-

tures show and appropriate scientific

information provided.

WWII Army Vet Bob Parker honored with special 

ceremony on 75th anniversary of D-Day Invasion
By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

World War II Army Veteran

Robert H. “Bob” Parker was honored

for his military service in a special

ceremony held on the 75th Anniver-

sary of the D-Day Invasion in Nor-

mandy, France at Homestead

Assisted Living in Chariton this past

Thursday morning, June 6. 

Parker is 101 years old and he’ll

be 102 in August. He has lived at

Homestead for 10 ½ years. 

Two of Parker’s relatives were

present for the ceremony including

his niece, Sherry Haas, and nephew,

Jeff Johnson, the former Chariton Po-

lice Chief. Circle of Life Hospice in

Chariton conducted the ceremony.

Circle of Life Hospice Bereave-

ment Coordinator Sarah Wendland

presented Parker with a D-Day re-

membrance plaque at the ceremony,

which said, “All Gave Some, Some

Gave All.”

Parker served in the Army at Fort

Ord in Monterey Bay, Calif., for

about a year in 1945-46. He spoke

briefly about it being very hard to

leave his wife and child when he

went into the service.

James Curry, the Director of Cir-

cle of Life Hospice in Chariton,

spoke about D-Day.

“It’s June 6 today, the 75th An-

niversary of the D-Day Invasion

where the Allied Forces went into

Europe and liberated it, changing the

course of history. You’re part of the

‘Greatest Generation.’ Thank you for

being willing to serve your country

and for what you did,” Curry told

Parker. 

Curry then knelt and read the 91st

Psalm, which is the Soldier’s Psalm,

to Parker. 

Curry said to Parker that he lived

through the Great Depression and

helped win a war for his country.

Lucas County Veterans Affairs

Executive Director, Dave Amos, then

pinned the Hospice Ribbon Cere-

mony pin on Parker and then saluted

him and thanked him for his service.

Parker was very gracious and

humble for the recognition he re-

ceived. 

“This is unexpected and appreci-

ated and very nice. A lot of military

men here don’t think of it being any-

thing extraordinary. I’m no different

than lots of other people,” Parker

said. 

Curry then thanked all American

veterans who have served the United

States. 

Curry asked Parker if he kept his

uniform from the service and if it still

fits.

“The only thing that still fits is the

cap and necktie,” Parker said in re-

sponse.

More Photos Page 7
Dave Amos (left), the Lucas County Veterans Affairs Ex-

ecutive Director, salutes Parker after pinning the Hospice

Ribbon ceremony pin on him at the ceremony. 

Gayle Bortz  

Bortz named

Ambassador of 

the Community
Gayle Bortz was the recipient

of the 2019 Ambassador of the

Community Award at the Chariton

Area Chamber/Main Street’s an-

nual meeting Friday night. 

Lana Kuball, the

Chamber/Main Street Board Sec-

retary and member of the Design

Committee, spoke about Bortz as

this award’s recipient.

“Gayle Bortz is a creative, kind

and loving individual who has vol-

unteerism at the heart of her being.

As a highly motivated person she

is not afraid to take the initiative

to jump in where help is needed

with great ideas on how to accom-

plish most any project or task,”

Kuball said.

Kuball said that members of

the audience have undoubtedly

seen Bortz actively volunteering at

Lucas County Health Center in the

gift shop, providing cataract pa-

tients transportation to and from

their rooms, and serving as Chap-

Gayle Bortz

Continued to Page 5

Jim Moore 

Moore named 

Citizen of the Year 
Jim Moore was named the 2019

Citizen of the Year at the Chariton

Area Chamber/Main Street’s Annual

meeting at Carpenter’s Hal Friday

night. 

Moore is retired from the Hy-Vee

Distribution Center in Chariton

where he worked for many years. He

most recently served as the Group

Vice President of Warehousing and

before that the Assistant Vice Presi-

dent of Transportation. His wife Lori

was present with him at the meeting

Friday night.

Jena Wiley, the Chair of the

Chamber/Main Street’s Promotions

Committee, gave the introduction for

Moore.

“Our 2019 Citizen of the Year and

Lucas County are two words that are

often found together. I’m sure that

most people in this room have, at

some time, been fortunate to work

alongside Jim, but are not even

aware of the huge role he has and

continues to play in our community.

Through all of my research, one

word kept popping up-construction.

Once the head of the carpentry shop 

Jim Moore

Continued to Page 5

Rev. Fred Steinbach

Rev. Steinbach 

is Humanitarian 

of the Year 
Rev. Fred Steinbach of St. An-

drew’s Episcopal Church in Chariton

was named the 2019 Humanitarian of

the Year at the Chariton Area Cham-

ber/Main Street’s annual meeting at

Carpenter’s Hall Friday night. 

Katie Wilson, the Chariton Area

Chamber/Main Street Executive Di-

rector, gave the introduction for Rev.

Steinbach and told what he has done

for the community.

“It is with great honor to begin

our evening with an outstanding

community resident who was born in

Chariton. After college, Rev. Stein-

bach taught special education in mid-

dle school and high school in

Glenrock and Casper, Wyo. It was in

Wyoming where he met his lovely

spouse and life partner, Sherry,

served as lay minister in his church

for many years, served on the Glen-

rock Town Council, and many other

community activities,” Wilson said.

In 2009, Rev. Steinbach retired

from teaching, and he and Sherry

moved to Chariton, where he was a 

Fred Steinbach

Continued to Page 5

Betty Hansen

Hansen is Lifetime 

Achievement winner
Betty Hansen was presented with

the 2019 Lifetime Achievement

Award at the Chariton Area Cham-

ber/Main Street’s annual meeting Fri-

day night. 

Chariton Area Chamber/Main

Street Board President Brian Sims

gave the introduction for Hansen and

told why she received the award. 

“The Lifetime Achievement

Award is given to a Chariton citizen

who has performed outstanding serv-

ice to Chariton and Lucas County

throughout her lifetime. Betty has

been instrumental in the development

and service of nonprofits and foun-

dations that continue to pay it for-

ward. She has also been involved in

farming and the development of a

real estate business. Through the

years, Betty has assisted numerous

people in need to find affordable

housing and helped them find jobs or

has employed them. She has also

mentored and assisted numerous peo-

ple to develop and own their own

business. Her contributions and ac-

complishments will have a long-term

impact on our community,” Sims

said.

Betty Hanson

Continued to Page 4

Alyse Hunter

Hunter named 

2019 Volunteer 

of the Year 
Alyse Hunter was named the

2019 Volunteer of the Year at the

Chariton Area Chamber/Main

Street’s annual meeting Friday night. 

Chamber/Main Street Executive

Director Katie Wilson spoke about

Hunter for the award.

“The Volunteer of the Year Award

goes to a community member who

was recently recognized at the Main

Street Iowa Awards by Governor

Kim Reynolds in late March for her

continuous leadership and drive to

make Chariton the best it can be,”

Wilson said.

Hunter is the current President

and Director of the Lucas County

Preservation Alliance, and has been

a member of it since 2012. Hunter

has also been the Chairman of the

Chariton Preservation Commission

since 1997. 

Hunter is a volunteer with Chari-

ton Area Chamber/Main Street and

is the chairperson of Chamber/Main

Street’s Design Division. 

She has also been a member of 

Alyse Hunter

Continued to Page 5

Ellis Greenhouse in Lucas was chosen as

the 2019 Pillar of the Community Award win-

ner at the Chariton Area Chamber/Main

Street’s annual meeting Friday night. There

wasn’t a representative present from Ellis

Greenhouse to receive the award. 

Jena Wiley, the Chair of Chamber/Main

Street’s Promotions Division, said, “Our 2019

Pillar of the Community Award winner, Ellis

Greenhouse, was founded in 1968. They are a

fourth generation local family business. Visi-

tors come from near and far, not only because

of the wide selection available, but also be-

cause of the friendly atmosphere,” Wiley said.

“Kari and Todd Lambirth, along with Kari’s

parents and children, are happy to offer a smile,

advice, and helpful hand to shoppers-an expe-

rience that’s only available at local family es-

tablishments,” Wiley added.

More awards in Thursday, June 13 paper.

Ellis Greenhouse named Pillar of Community

Sale of mineral 
rights approved

Recently the Lucas County Board

of Supervisors held a special meeting

and public hearing to discuss the sale

of county-owned mineral rights. 

During the public hearing, no

comments or objections were made

regarding the sale either by those

present or in writing.

After the hearing was closed, Su-

pervisor Larry Davis made a motion

which was seconded by Supervisor

Dennis Smith to approve the sale of

county-owned mineral rights under-

Mineral rights

Continued to Page 8


