
By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

Dr. Jill Biden, the wife of 2020

Democratic presidential candidate

Joe Biden, made a campaign stop for

her husband at the Jim and Marti

Mefferd residence in Chariton Sun-

day afternoon. Biden spoke for

awhile and answered questions and

then met people in the audience. 

Biden said that she’s a writing

teacher at Northern Virginia Com-

munity College and has taught there

since January 2009 shortly after her

husband was first inaugurated as vice

president. She has taught for 35 years

and has taught English and been a

Reading Specialist that helps kids

with reading problems. Dr. Biden re-

ceived her Doctor of Education de-

gree from the University of

Delaware. 

“In the classes I teach, we talk

about stories and how they shape our

identity. They can divide us or they

can make us rise to kindness as

well,” Biden said. 

Biden said that our country is ca-

pable of beautiful and powerful

things. She also told a moving story

about her religious faith and how she

lost her faith and regained it.

“I haven’t always been open

about it, but my faith has always

been important to me. After our son

Beau died, I felt betrayed by my faith

and abandoned. My minister wrote

me letters to come back to church,

but I couldn’t and wouldn’t even

pray until I met a woman in church

who asked me to be her prayer part-

ner. She was very kind to me and

continues to be kind to me to this

day. It was like God was saying,

‘Okay, Jill it’s time to come home.’

There’s such power in kindness, it

can pull us back to ourselves,” she 

Jill Biden
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The newspaper is updating its

Answer Book for 2020

Call 774-2137 to update your info

Hospital Board decides to keep same 

officers, committee members for 2020 
By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

The Lucas County Health Center Board of

Trustees held their annual election of officers at

their first meeting of the New Year at LCHC

Tuesday, Jan. 7. 

The board decided to keep the same officers

as last year, which are: Sue Frazier-Chairman,

Mike Miller-Vice Chairman, Lisa Junkman-

Secretary and Dave Fletcher-Treasurer. 

The board approved the proposed commit-

tee appointments for 2020 for the Finance,

Quality, Policy, CEO Compensation, IHA

(Iowa Hospital Association) Council on Edu-

cation and Member Services, IHA Council on

Health Information and the IHA Council on

Representation and Advocacy.

The board decided to keep the committees

the same as they were last year. The Finance

Committee members include Hospital Board

members Natalie McGee (Committee Chair),

Mike Miller and Randy Westman along with

new Chief Financial Officer Jay Christensen

and Dr. Ken Anderson, DO, of the LCHC Med-

ical Clinic. The finance committee meets the

last Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the

David M. Miller Board Room at LCHC. 

Members of the Quality Committee include

Hospital Board members Dave Fletcher (Com-

mittee Chair), Angie Dachenbach and Lisa

Junkman. Hospital staff members serving on

the Quality Committee include LCHC Phar-

macy Manager Ann Moon, LCHC Quality Im-

provement Manager Twilla Kruzic, LCHC

Chief Operations Officers Lori Johnson and

LCHC Chief Nursing Officer Jo Beth Lawless. 

The Quality Committee meets the last Tues-

day of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Educa-

tion Room at LCHC.

The Policy Committee has just one member

in Lisa Junkman and does not meet.

The CEO Compensation Committee’s

members are Sue Frazier (Committee Chair),

Mike Miller (Vice Chair) and Randy Westman

(Past Chair). Their meeting dates are yet to be

determined. 

Members of the IHA Council on Education

and Member Services include Hospital Board

member Natalie McGee and LCHC Education

Manager Darcy Juline. Their meeting dates

haven’t been set yet.

The IHA Council on Health Information has

one LCHC staff member on it in LCHC Chief

Operations Officer Lori Johnson and its meet-

ing dates also haven’t been set yet.

The IHA Council on Representation and

Advocacy has one Hospital Board member on

it in Mike Miller and one staff member on it in

LCHC CEO Brian Sims. Its meeting dates are

May 7, 2020, Aug. 5, 2020, and Nov. 12, 2020. 

The board also approved their monthly

meeting schedule for 2020. The board decided

to keep their same meeting schedule as last

year in meeting the last Tuesday of each month

at 6:30 p.m. in the David M. Miller Board

Room at LCHC. In January they have two

meetings scheduled on Jan. 7 and 28 and in De-

cember there is no meeting scheduled. 

The board also approved the three Chariton

banks of Great Western Bank, Midwest Her-

itage Bank and U.S. Bank as depositories of

hospital funds for 2020 with a $5 million de-

posit limit set for each. 

Jill Biden (right) shakes hands with Roberta Zastawniak

(seated left) before her talk at the Mefferd residence Sun-

day. In the middle is Roberta’s husband, Joe, who is cur-

rently the chairperson of the Lucas County Democrats. (Bill

Howes photo) 

Council accepts 
gift of property 
from Catherine Hall
By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

At their meeting Jan. 6, the Chari-

ton City Council approved by reso-

lution to accept the property at 1421

Ashland Ave. in Chariton as a gift

from the property’s owner, Cather-

ine Hall, to the City of Chariton. 

Chariton City Manager Laura

Liegois explained that the property

at 1421 Ashland Ave. has been a

topic of discussion for the Chariton

City Council in the past as a property

of concern. She also said the City of

Chariton has sent violations to the

property owner and has been in court

numerous times regarding the prop-

erty. 

Liegois said that the property’s

owner is no longer able to take care

of the property and wanted to offer

the property to the City of Chariton

as a gift, which would remove her

from having any further burden of

the property. Hall has discussed gift-

ing the property to the city with the

city staff and city’s attorney several

times in the past month. 

The house at 1421 Ashland Ave.

still has personal items of Hall’s in

it. The city staff will work with Hall

on a time frame to remove the items. 

Liegois said they would like to

have a plan for either demolition or a

non-profit group to renovate the

house. 

“Most likely, the house will be

demolished and will open a new lot

for a new home to be built in Chari-

ton. The lot is a buildable lot and has

much potential for a new home,”

Liegois said. 

Amendment to engineering

agreement approved

The council also approved an

amendment to the engineering

agreement for the Wastewater Treat-

ment Plant Improvements Prelimi-

nary Engineering Report (PER). 

The cost of the original agree-

ment was $44,000. It was requested

that the agreement be amended by

adding $22,000 on to the original

cost due to additional provided serv-

ices that came up since the original

agreement was formed and to finish

the work that’s required to be com-

pleted for the agreement. The total

cost of the agreement with the

amended cost is now $66,000.

Some of the additional services

that were provided in the engineer-

ing agreement included completing

a USDA-Rural Development grant

application for the Preliminary En-

gineering Report, holding additional

meetings or correspondences to up-

date the City of Chariton on the proj-

ect after former City Manager Joe

Gaa resigned, and to evaluate the

Sewage Treatment Plant’s electrical

and controls systems. 

Iowa was wet 

and cold in 2019
In a word – 2019 was wet. From January to December 2019 the state of

Iowa received 41.5 inches of rain, more than 6 inches above normal, making

2019 the 12th wettest year on record. The two years from January 2018 to De-

cember 2019 was the wettest two-year period on record. This wetness shows

itself in streamflow and groundwater trends, as well as in the US Drought

Monitor. Average temperatures in Iowa for 2019 were 1.2°F cooler than nor-

mal, making the past year the 29th coldest on record. 

PRECIPITATION FOR 2019 

Based on 147 years of statewide observations, Iowa experienced its 12th

wettest year on record in 2019 with a preliminary statewide average precipi-

tation accumulation of 41.49 inches, 6.22 inches above normal. 2018 was even

wetter than 2019, with 48.05 inches falling across the state, making 2018 the

2nd wettest year on record. In fact, the 24-month period from January 2018

through December 2019 is the wettest two-year period on record, with 19

inches more than normal rainfall occurring during that two year period. 

The winter months saw 5.72 inches of precipitation and 38.9 inches of

snow, ranking it as the 3rd wettest and 8th snowiest. 

Spring 2019 ended up ranking as the 6th wettest on record with 13.43

inches of precipitation; this reading was 3.21 inches above normal. 

All three summer months reported below normal rainfall, though subsoil

conditions, aided by above-normal rainfall over the previous several months,

helped mitigate meteorological dryness and agricultural stresses. Summer

ended with 10.82 inches of rain, 2.89 inches below average and ranking it as

the 41st driest since statewide record keeping started in 1872. 

The fall season ranked as the 6th wettest on record with 12.44 inches of pre-

cipitation, 4.41 inches more than the 30-year average. December losed out the

year with wetter than normal conditions across northwestern Iowa though drier

conditions prevailed over the rest of Iowa. 

TEMPERATURE FOR 2019 

Iowa experienced variable temperature behavior during 2019, though eight

months of the year had below average temperatures. The coldest temperatures

2019 a wet year, Continued to Page 6

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

The Lucas County Health Center Board of Trustees

approved three medical staff appointments at their meet-

ing Jan. 7 including one in the area of consulting and two

in telemedicine. 

The Medical staff appointment approved in consult-

ing was for Todd Troll, M.D., whose specialty is physical

medicine and rehab. 

The two appointments approved in telemedicine were

for Atul Sheth, M.D., who specializes in telepsychiatry,

and Monish Merchant, M.D., who specializes in telera-

diology. 

The LCHC Foundation Board of Directors appoint-

ments were also approved and they were as follows:

LCHC Hospital Board Trustees Sue Frazier, Lisa

Junkman and Mike Miller; LCHC CEO Brian Sims,

LCHC Chief Operations Officer Lori Johnson and LCHC

Chief Financial Officer Jay Christensen. 

The authorized signers for LCHC for the 2020 calen-

dar year were approved and they are as follows: Sue Fra-

zier-Board Chairperson, David Fletcher-Treasurer, LCHC

CEO Brian Sims, LCHC Chief Operating Officer Lori

Johnson and LCHC Chief Financial Officer Jay Chris-

tensen. 

The board approved the board of trustees’ confiden-

tiality agreement where each board member agrees to

keep any or all patient information they have access to

confidential. They agree not to disclose any such infor-

mation to a third party unless they have express written

consent of the patient. 

The annual disclosure statement was approved where

it states that the board has read LCHC’s Conflict of In-

terest Policy and understands it and agrees to abide by it. 

It was reported that LCHC exceeded their goal for the

hospital’s annual appeal. Their goal was to raise $26,000

and they raised $32,695. 

An update was given on the 2020 Winterfest celebra-

tion, which is LCHC’s annual recognition dinner for its

employees and retirees. The event is also open to Hospi-

tal Board trustees and their spouses. It’s not open to the

general public. Casual attire is requested for the event.

Hospital board

Continued to Page 4

The apocalyptic winter storm forecast for Friday and

Saturday never really materialized, but the area did receive

about a quarter inch of ice making travel difficult and can-

celling virtually all of the high school sporting events and

around two inches of snow fell over the week. Dan Morrett,

used to rain, sleet and snow, had a little more difficultly

working the mail. (Bill Howes photo)

Jill Biden stumps for husband 

Joe for president in Chariton

Hospital Board approves appointments

to medical staff, Foundation Board 

City of Chariton
audit report released

Martens & Company, CPA, LLP

released an audit report on the City of

Chariton.

Financial Highlights:

The city’s receipts totaled, approx-

imately, $5,185,000 for the year

ended June 30, 2019, a 3.1 percent

decrease from the prior year. Dis-

bursements for the year ended June

30, 2019 totaled approximately

$4,960,000 a 7.2 percent decrease

from the prior year. The significant

decrease in disbursements is due pri-

marily to a decrease in Public Safety

and Community and Economic De-

velopment disbursements.

City audit
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