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Back to School Night 2019
Back to School Night, sponsored by Lucas County Human Resources Exchange Coun-

cil is Tuesday, Aug. 13 from 5-7 p.m. at Carpenter’s Hall. It is open to all students pre-

school to 12th grade free of charge. School supplies and backpacks provided by the

Vredenburg Grant, Splash Grant, Kiwanis, Community Partnerships for Protecting Chil-

dren, Parent’s and Children First, Circle of Life/Hospice, and other donations. Twenty-

nine vendors will have service information to share.

The Chariton Leader

By Sharon Wilhite

Staff Writer

On Thursday, Aug. 8, the Chari-

ton Sidewalk Task Force Committee

met at the Chariton Area Cham-

ber/Main Street office to follow up

with City Manager Laura Liegois.

Participating in the meeting were

Alyse Hunter, Jill Kerns, Liegois,

Ruth Smith, and Katie Wilson.

Liegois stated that the committee

was meeting to discuss the following

questions:

• What’s our next step?

• What are we going to do?

• Is this what we really like?

• Is this the final design that we

want to sell to the public?

• Do we need another design?

• Do we look at the edges that

complete the square?

• What areas have the most foot

traffic and what areas need the most

work?

A figure of $822,000 of city ex-

pense was mentioned as to what it

would cost for concrete work and

also to have abandoned rooms under

the sidewalks removed in order for

the work to be done right. If funding

was raised for brick pavers to be

bought and laid at the square’s cor-

ners and intersections of the alleys,

then that would not be a city respon-

sibility and the cost would be low-

ered to $720,000.

As for lighting upgrades, Alliant

Energy would be working with the

city to bring in new light poles for the

area around the square. Genus Land-

scaping has provided a pole for pos-

sible consideration.

Discussion still needs to take

place regarding changing up the in-

side of the square. This would in-

volve removing the median concrete

barriers for better parking and snow

removal, adding angled parking to-

wards the businesses, and not incor-

porating overly large bump outs.

The committee has not yet gone to

the public with anything “concrete.”

They realize that the public needs to

be well informed as to their plans as

disruption to businesses and foot traf-

fic will be a problem as one block at

a time is renovated.

Liegois stated that the city needs

to be open with the public and give

them a chance to view the plans be-

fore finalizing the design and going

forward with this project. 

Discussion then ensued as to how

to accomplish that. Storyboards or

large size representations of the proj-

ect put in plain view of the public

were suggested. They would like to

place these large sized concept plans

in store windows or places where the

public could easily view them and

give their input.

As part of this project, walkabil-

ity and handicap accessibility would

be important considerations. Ideas

were also tossed around as to incor-

porating more permanent landscap-

ing such as rock gardens, fountains,

or even sculptures as opposed to

more maintenance intensive green-

ery.

In the end, the Sidewalk Task

Force wants the sidewalk project to

benefit the storeowners, the local

community, and the tourists. Be as-

sured that the public will definitely

have a chance to give some input re-

garding the final design to upgrade

and beautify Chariton’s square.  

By Sharon Wilhite

Staff Writer

Many residents of the city of Russell watched as not

one but two buildings burned down on Monday evening,

Aug. 5. The first fire occurred around 8:21 p.m. at an

abandoned house located on 401 West Ames Street, with

the second fire on 317 West Shaw Street being paged in

at 9:45 pm.  According to Russell fire chief Brian Beaty,

the cause of the first fire is stated as “unknown,” while

the second blaze at the old Arnold Brothers feed mill

building was presumably ignited by an ember from the

Ames Street fire.

The city of Russell was making repairs to its water

tower and was also experiencing low water pressure from

a water main break at the same time. Therefore, when the

fire outbreaks occurred, water had to be tankered into

town. The Chariton, Williamson, Corydon, Albia, and

Melrose fire departments provided mutual aid for the

Russell fire department and invaluable back up. All units

involved worked very well together. Beatty stated that

Chariton’s ladder truck was especially beneficial as it al-

lowed the firemen to drop a lot of water from above the

burning building. The various crews were on the scene

for approximately five hours working late into the night.

Their trucks provided protection to a business just east of

the fire and to a house directly across the street to the

south of the fire by keeping them cool. A few houses

across the railroad tracks affected by falling embers were

also cooled with water. 

No one was injured in the incidents, but the Lucas

County Health Center had an ambulance at the scene to

provide aid if needed. As the buildings sat approximately

20 feet from the railroad tracks, train traffic was put on

hold for about three hours. However, fire fighters’ hearts

almost stopped when an errant Amtrak train whizzed by

at the same time as firemen were fighting the blaze from

the vicinity of the tracks.  Thankfully, all were able to get

out of harm’s way.

Chief Beaty and the City of Russell would like to

thank all the fire departments that came to help as well as

the volunteers that provided bottles of water to the fire-

men.

As for the water main problems, Russell’s water pres-

sure was very low and then completely turned off for a

few hours.  

Tuesday evening, Aug. 6, Casey DeHoedt, a Russell

city council member and employee of Hy-Vee, contacted

Hy-Vee regarding donating bottled water to the city. Hy-

Vee quickly responded by sending Rose Kline, Chariton

Hy-Vee store manager, with a truckload consisting of two

pallets of three-gallon boxes of water and four pallets of

cases of bottled water. 

There are 285 homes in Russell with 336 cases/boxes

of water being delivered.  Kline, along with other volun-

teers unloaded the water into the city council building

where it was then distributed to anyone in Russell who

needed it. All of Russell gave a big thanks to the gen-

erosity of Hy-Vee. Russell citizens are advised to drink

only bottled water until all testing as to its safety is com-

pleted. The water is safe to bathe in, do laundry, etc.

The City of Russell is still on a bottled water restric-

tion through Tuesday, Aug. 13. 

Mike O’Connor, the Woodland Trails District, District Di-

rector for the Mid-Iowa Council of the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica speaks at the Rotary Club of Chariton’s meeting this

past Friday afternoon. (Karen Wilker photo) 

Chariton Rotary hears update

on Boy Scout program from 

District Director Mike O’Connor
By Karen Wilker

The Eagles were really flying in Southern Iowa last year, according to

Mike O’Connor, District Director for the Mid-Iowa Council of Boy Scouts of

America (BSA). 

O’Connor reported to the Rotary Club of Chariton on Aug. 9 that 163 Boy

Scouts achieved the Eagle Scout Badge last year. That badge is the highest

achievement or rank attainable in the Scouting program. Sixteen of those

Scouts were in the Woodland Trails District, of which Chariton is a part.

O’Connor said nearly 13,760 youth were served by the organization in 2018.

Those scouts provided 72,789 hours of community service to others.  

While participation in youth activities is down across the country, the Mid-

Iowa Council reported membership growth in seven of the last eight years.

Woodland Trails District has seen membership growth in each of the past two

years. The youth retention rate is an impressive 73 percent. Much of that suc

Boy Scouts, Continued to Page 3

Council approves 

purchase of 2019 

Dodge Durango 

for Chariton PD

for K-9 program
By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

At their meeting Aug. 5, the

Chariton City Council approved a

resolution authorizing the purchase

of a 2019 Dodge Durango for the

Chariton Police Department to be

utilized for the addition of the K-9

unit in the police department’s oper-

ations. A new vehicle is required for

the officer who is responsible for the

care of the K-9. 

“The city staff has researched the

types of vehicles that would be ben-

eficial for the needs of the depart-

ment for the addition of the K-9 unit.

The Dodge Durango meets the needs

for space and air circulation that will

be needed,” Liegois said.

The city staff has utilized the

Iowa State Vehicle Catalog (or state

bid) for the 2019 Dodge Durango.

The cost of the vehicle by state bid

is $30,099. 

The vehicle was not put into the

city’s budget. It’s being requested for

purchase by the generous donations

received in the Chariton community

for the program. 

“Would this vehicle take a while

to get?” Council member Denny Bis-

gard asked. 

Chariton Police Chief Tyler Ruble

said that yes it would take awhile and

that there’ a process to go through to

get the vehicle. 

Council member Ruth Smith

asked about the cage for the dog that

would go in the vehicle. 

“That’s being donated and will be

specially constructed for this vehi-

cle,” Chief Ruble said. 

Council approves claims

The council also did the review

and approval of claims. Council

member Ruth Smith asked about a

cost of $10,025 for thermal cameras

for the Chariton Fire Department

from Alexis Fire Equipment Com-

pany.

Chariton Fire Chief Steve Davis

said that all of this cost for the ther-

mal cameras would be paid for with

a grant the fire department received

from the South Central Iowa Com-

munity Foundation (SCICF). 

Council member Bisgard asked

about a cost of $783.39 for a man-

hole cover lift magnet that was listed

under sewer expenses. “Did we lose

a lift magnet for a manhole cover?”

Bisgard asked. 

It was explained that the city had

been borrowing a lift magnet from

PeopleService, Inc. to lift the man-

hole covers, so the city decided to

buy their own manhole cover lift

magnet instead. 

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

Mariah Pierschbacher of the Chariton RAG-

BRAI Committee gave the Lucas County Board

of Supervisors a final update on how RAGBRAI

went when it came through Chariton at their meet-

ing this past Wednesday morning. 

Pierschbacher gave the update instead of RAG-

BRAI Committee Co-Chairperson Dave Hen-

dricks, who was in Minneapolis, Minn., this past

Wednesday. 

Pierschbacher told the supervisors how the

county’s as well as the city’s participation was im-

portant in Chariton being a pass through town for

RAGBRAI this year. 

“Even though the main area of the event was

on the Chariton square, the county’s participation

was vital to the overall event taking place in the

community,” Pierschbacher said.

Pierschbacher also said that she thought RAG-

BRAI was a great event for the Chariton commu-

nity. She also told the supervisors that the Chariton

RAGBRAI Committee has a file containing all of

their resources that are used to put on the event. 

“If the county has any questions or concerns

about RAGBRAI to add to that file, we would ap-

preciate to know what those questions or concerns

are,” Pierschbacher said. 

Pierschbacher also asked if the Lucas County

Courthouse was open for court the day RAGBRAI

came through Chariton. The county offices in the

courthouse were closed that day, but civil court

was still held in the courtroom.

The Chariton Sidewalk Task Force discusses the pros and cons of different plans for im-

proving the Chariton town square’s sidewalks. Participating (clockwise from bottom left)

were Jill Kerns, Alyse Hunter, Laura Liegois, Katie Wilson and Ruth Smith. (Sharon Wilhite

photo) 

Chariton Task Force faces daunting 

task of upgrading square’s sidewalks

Fire and water woes occur 

simultaneously in Russell 

Supervisors get final update on RAGBRAI  
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