
By Kathleen Chester 

RLWA Outreach 

Troy Lust and Jillann Hunt of

Humeston, Iowa were recognized as

Iowa Environmental Farm Leaders

during a special ceremony held Aug.

14 at the Iowa State Fair.

The Iowa Farm Environmental

Leader Award is a joint effort of the

governor, lieutenant governor, Iowa

Department of Agriculture and Land

Stewardship, and the Iowa Depart-

ment of Natural Resources to recog-

nize the exemplary voluntary efforts

of Iowa’s farmers as environmental

leaders committed to healthy soils

and improved water quality.

The Rathbun Land and Water Al-

liance nominated Troy and Jillann for

the award after recognizing the cou-

ple as Rathbun Lake Protectors in

2018.

The nomination states that Troy is

an active member in the organiza-

tions of Pheasants Forever, Quail

Forever, the Wild Turkey Federation,

and Farm Bureau. He is conservation

minded and is involved with the

Quail Safe Initiative with the goal to

benefit the wildlife and protect the

environment.

The Lust farm consists of 540

acres. While Troy also works off the 

Lust family honored
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From left, Iowa Department of Natural Resources Director Kayla Lyon, Secretary of

Agriculture Mike Naig, Jillann Hunt, Troy Lust, and Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds pose

after the presentation of the Iowa Farm Environmental Leader Award which acknowl-

edges farmers who take voluntary actions to improve or protect the environment and our
state’s natural resources.

Skydiver Randy Roth, 62, of Cumming, Iowa, by Norwalk

comes in for landing at the Airport Fly In at the Chariton

Municipal Airport on Saturday morning. He has been sky-

diving for 41 years. (More Bill Howes photos Page 2)

Homecoming Parade 

details announced
Chariton’s annual Homecoming Parade will begin at 2:30 p.m., Friday,

Sept. 27, following the Homecoming Assembly. The theme for this year’s

Homecoming is “Chargers Take on the World.” The Chargers will be play-

ing the Prairie City Monroe Mustangs.  

Forms are available at the high school office for businesses and other in-

terested parties who would like to have their entries judged. There will be 3

divisions of judged entries: youth, school, and community. Unlike past years

only horses with owners who are willing to clean up their horses’ waste will

be allowed in the parade. All parade entries should display some form of

Charger Pride. Entries who would like to distribute candy should have some-

one walking to hand out the candy to ensure the safety of the children along

the parade route.

Youth entries may pick up their entry forms at the high school or from

their building principals. Youth entries will include all pre-school through

eighth grade children. Youth may walk, ride a bike or scooter, or other non-

motorized appropriate forms of locomotion. Prizes will be given for the top

three youth entries. The youth entries will be judged on originality, relation

to theme, and school spirit. To be judged for prizes, the entry forms must be

returned to the high school by 3:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 26.  All youth en-

tries, judged or not judged, should be in the community center parking lot on

the south side of the high school by 2 p.m. on Sept. 27.

The school entries and community entries will be judged on originality,

workmanship, connection to theme, and mechanics. Forms for these groups

may be picked up at the high school office. They too, must be returned by

3:30 p.m., Thursday Sept. 26 if they wish to be judged. No prizes are given

for these categories. 

Those entries in any of the three categories not wanting to be judged do not

have to fill out a judged entry form. Parade entries judged or non-judged

who need to have a designated spot on the parade route (such as class re-

unions, 4-H clubs, teams etc.) need to call Heather at the high school (774-

5066). On the day of the parade, a parade committee member will direct you

to an open spot on Grand between Orchard and Lucas, or on 8th between Or-

chard and Lucas. All parade participants should be parked and ready by 2

p.m. the day of the parade. 

Pictured are the First Lutheran Church members interviewed for this article that showed

how their stewardship was put into action for the church over the years. Pictured in the

front row from left: Carol Brown, Kay Tighe, Nelda Johansen, Joanne Fletcher, Kary Blunk,

Karen Kray and Gert Patterson. Back row from left: Don Brown, Ed Tighe, Bob Johansen,

Roger Blunk and Del Kray. (Sharon Wilhite photo)

Lucas County Producers honored with

Iowa Farm Environmental Leader Award 

Editor’s Note: This is the third

story in a four-part series about the

First Lutheran Church in Chariton,

which is celebrating its 150th an-

niversary this year. The fourth and

final story will be in this Thursday’s

Herald-Patriot. 

By Sharon Wilhite

Staff Writer

The First Lutheran Church em-

phasizes stewardship that involves

giving of one’s time, talents, and

money/resources.  This second round

of interviews consisted of the next

oldest group of members - Ed and

Kay Tighe, Bob and Nelda Johansen,

Roger and Kary Blunk, Del and

Karen Kray, Don and Carol Brown,

Joanne Fletcher, and Gert Patterson.

These stories definitely illustrate the

ways in which they put their stew-

ardship into action.

Their stewardship of time has

been demonstrated in a variety of

ways. Patterson, whose parents came

from Germany, and her husband Ed

(now deceased) were married at the

First Lutheran Church in 1949. Gert

gave of her time as the church wed-

ding coordinator for several years

and also hosted hosta garden parties

for the church ladies in town. Kary

Blunk remembered how friendly the

Pattersons were when they took the

time to invite her and her husband

over and served them chocolate chip

cookies. Also, the first event that the

Johansens attended was one given at

Gert and Ed’s farm.

Kary recalled how she and hus-

band Roger visited the church 13

years ago. Someone took the time to

invite them to the Fellowship Hall for

coffee afterwards. Del Kray gave

them a gift basket to welcome them.

Kary was invited to join the Break-

fast Gals and Bible Study. 

They also attend “Laugh,” a sen-

ior citizens group where time is given

for organized fellowship and games.

Roger, who retired to Chariton, now

considers First Lutheran as his ex-

tended family. He puts in his time as

for the annual church Easter break-

fast where the men do all the cook-

ing.

Nelda and Bob moved to Chariton

in 1967 and have been attending this

church ever since. They took time to

go regularly as a family. As a result,

all of their six children were con-

firmed here and half were married in

this church.

Joanne Fletcher has taken the time 

First Lutheran
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First Lutheran members illustrate 

how their stewardship was put into action

Tracy Warner, the Director of Rural

Health Resources for UnityPoint Health-Des

Moines, gave the UnityPoint Health update

at the Aug. 27 Hospital Board meeting. 

Warner reported that she and Sid Ram-

sey, the UnityPoint Health-Des Moines Vice

President of Strategic Business Develop-

ment, met with LCHC CEO Brian Sims via

conference call on July 25 to review current

progress on CEO goals and to discuss areas

of focus and goal setting for FY 2020. 

A roundtable of the UnityPoint Health

rural hospital network Chief Financial Offi-

cers (CFOs) was held on Aug. 7. CFOs from

10 rural affiliates attended or participated in-

cluding George Esper of LCHC, whose of-

ficial title is LCHC Financial Management

Manager.

At the CFO roundtable, Ralph Heasley,

the UnityPoint Health Rural Reimbursement

Director, gave reimbursement updates.

Tracy Warner, the Director of Rural Health

Resources for UnityPoint Health-Des

Moines, provided updates on the Medicare

Home Office cost allocation settlement

process, Medicaid Critical Access Hospital

cost adjustment factor and the Medicaid

ground emergency medical transportation

supplemental payment.

At a meeting of UnityPoint Health-Des

Moines rural hospital network clinic admin-

istrators on Aug. 7, Meeting Facilitator

Monica Aunan, the UnityPoint Health-Des

Moines Physician Liaison, shared informa-

tion on the UnityPoint concussion clinic and

the offering of Crucial Conversations to the

rural affiliates including LCHC on Sept. 16

and 23. 

Crucial Conversations is an evidenced-

based program that teaches skills for com-

municating when the stakes are high,

opinions vary, and emotions run strong. Var-

ious studies demonstrate that communica-

tion difficulties experienced by health care

personnel may contribute to medical errors.

LCHC Medical Clinic Chief Clinical Offi

Unity Point
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Seats Inc. planning 

to expand to Chariton
Seats Incorporated, a multi-location manufacturing firm

headquartered in Reedsburg, Wisc., is planning an expansion

to Chariton. 

The company will be locating the majority of its metal fab-

rication operations in Chariton within the next year and hopes

to ultimately employ up to 50 people at the new Chariton lo-

cation. 

The real estate closing on the purchase of the former Strat-

ford Homes facility will occur in mid-September 2019 and the

leadership team for the expansion project will be defining job

opportunities and a time table for recruiting and hiring soon

after the closing is accomplished. 

The tentative plan is to initially recruit locally in the Chari-

ton area for two professional positions and between four and

six skilled CNC operator positions to be in place later this fall. 

Recruiting for general production positions is anticipated

to begin after the first of the new year with actual new-hire

start dates being staggered across the transition period, which

involves the sequenced moving of equipment to Iowa. 

Residents of the Chariton area can learn more about Seats

Incorporated by visiting the company’s website at

www.seatsinc.com <http://www.seatsinc.com> or checking

out Seats Incorporated on Facebook. Further updates will be

shared as they become available.

Warner gives UnityPoint Health 
update at Hospital Board meeting 


