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ExTENDED

WEATHEr

ForECAST
Thursday, Nov. 21

High: 53º Low: 21º

Cloudy/Wind

20%  chance of precip

friday, Nov. 22

High 39º  Low 25º

Partly Cloudy 

10%  chance of precip.

saTurday, Nov. 23

High: 45º   Low: 26º

Partly Cloudy

10% chance of precip.

suNday, Nov. 24

High: 49º   Low: 31º

Partly Cloudy

10% chance of precip.

moNday, Nov. 25

High: 53º Low: 36º

Partly Cloudy

20% chance of precip.

TuEsday, Nov. 26

High: 52º  Low: 32º

Showers

40% chance of precip. 

WEdNEsday, Nov. 27

High: 38º  Low 26º

AM Rain/Snow Showers

40% chance of precip., 
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Thanksgiving, Thursday Nov. 28 and 
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FOR NEWS, ADVERTISING OR TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE CHARITON NEWSPAPERS CALL (641) 774-2137 FAX 774-2139
• E-MAIL: News to: charnews@charitonleader.com • Ads to: ads@charitonleader.com • Sports to: news@charitonleader.com

Small Business 

Saturday

is nov. 30 
Chariton Area Chamber/Main

Street is participating in the national

movement promoted by American

Express known as Small Business

Saturday on Nov. 30. 

For several years now, American

Express (AMEX) has promoted this

event the Saturday after Thanksgiv-

ing encouraging customers to “shop

small” at local businesses. This is to

rally support for a big shopping day

for small businesses just like “Black

Friday” and “Cyber Monday.” 

Small Business Saturday takes

place on Saturday, Nov. 30, from 9

a.m. to 4 p.m. The following things

are part of how the event works.

• Customers are invited to shop at

local participating small businesses. 

• Customers can enter for a grand

prize drawing at each participating

business one time, so the more busi-

nesses they visit, the more chances

they have to win. 

• Each participating business is

encouraged to do something special

for the day. That could be a special

sale, providing refreshments, offer-

ing door prizes, or anything fun to

make the day special for customers. 

The local participants include:

Cindy Lou’s Gifts and Quilt Shop,

The Fifth Mile, Piper’s, THAT Place

on Main, Montage of Memories, The

Grand Bazaar, Granny’s Kitchen,

Teresa’s Treasures, Frontier Trading

Post, Hook, Line and Sinker, Hunter

Brothers Tree Farm, NAPA, Chat

Mobility, and True Value.

The event sponsors include:

Court Avenue Salon, Family Chiro-

practic, Great Western Bank, Hy-Vee

Food Store, Lockridge, Midwest

Heritage Bank, Professional De-

signs, R & R Repair, The Office,

Lindy’s Closet, Country Cabins,

Johnson Machine Works, Commu-

nity 1st Credit Union, and the Chari-

ton Leader. 

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

A ceremony commemorating the

reading of the Gettysburg Address

was held at the Lucas County Veter-

ans Memorial Park in Chariton Tues-

day afternoon. Tuesday marked the

156th anniversary of the day the in-

famous speech was read by then

President Abraham Lincoln on Nov.

19, 1863, in Gettysburg, Pa.

The Lucas County Veterans Me-

morial Park Committee put on the

ceremony, which was attended by a

small group of people. 

An American flag that was flying

at half-mast on one of the flagpoles

at the park had flown over President

Lincoln’s tomb in Springfield, Ill., a

year ago on Nov. 19, 2018. The flag

was flown at half mast due to the

death of Iowa Supreme Court Chief

Justice Mark Cady this past week-

end. 

Lucas County Veterans Memorial

Park Committee Chairman Earl

Comstock gave the opening wel-

come, in which he told about the flag

that was at half-mast. 

Tony Irving of Chariton sang the

National Anthem. Veterans Memo-

rial Park Committee member

Melody Allen led everyone in saying

“The Pledge of Allegiance.” 

Following this, Matt Linser, the

Young Adult Pastor of Cornerstone

Community Church in Chariton,

gave the invocation.

Memorial Park Committee mem-

ber Roger Blunk gave a short history

of the Gettysburg Address.

“When the Centennial year of our

nation approached, people started to

look at what we had accomplished as

a nation in our first 100 years, after

the Revolutionary War, the Civil War

was front and center, and that

brought about a new reading and un-

derstanding of President Lincoln’s

Gettysburg Address. It was no longer

considered a partisan speech, but a

National speech.

The road to Gettysburg for Presi-

dent Lincoln didn’t start on Nov. 18,

1863. But on a cold rainy morning,

Feb. 11, 1861,when he addressed

several hundred people from the rear

of the train at the Great Western

Railroad Station as he was leaving

from Springfield to Washington D.C.

Lincoln was president elect, to be

sworn in as the 16th president of the

United States. Seven southern states

had already seceded from the Union.

When President Lincoln arrived

in Gettysburg on the evening of Nov.

18, 1863, he was handed a telegram

that lifted his spirits. Tad, his son,

was feeling better. President Lincoln

enjoyed an evening dinner and was

serenaded by the Fifth New York Ar-

tillery Band. That evening he final-

ized his speech.

The purpose of President Lin-

coln’s trip to Gettysburg was to ded-

icate a National Cemetery to the

Union Soldiers who were killed dur-

ing the Battle of Gettysburg on July

1-3, 1863. That was the costliest bat-

tle of the Civil War as over 50,000

men fell as casualties during the

three-day battle. 

Nov. 19, 1863, started off with

bands playing music composed es-

pecially for this occasion. Edward

Everett, the Great American orator,

was the featured orator at the dedi-

cation ceremony of the Gettysburg

National Cemetery. He talked for

over two hours before President Lin-

coln gave his infamous Gettysburg

Address. 

President Lincoln’s speech was

only about 275 words long and

lasted less than three minutes. 

In the Gettysburg Address, Presi-

dent Lincoln didn’t reference the

Constitution because it mentioned

slavery. Lincoln instead made refer-

ence to the Declaration of Independ-

ence, which does not mention

slavery.”

After Blunk spoke, Trae Hall, a

senior at Chariton High School, re-

cited the entire Gettysburg Address,

which begins with the famous

words, “Four score and seven years

ago our fathers brought forth on this

continent a new nation conceived in

liberty, and dedicated to the proposi-

tion that all men are created equal.” 

The speech ends by saying, “That

this nation, under God, shall have a

new birth of freedom, and that gov-

ernment of the people, by the people,

for the people, shall not perish from

the earth.”

After the reading of the speech,

Tony Irving sang “The Battle Hymn

of the Republic. Following this Matt

Linser of Cornerstone Community

Church gave the Benediction.

Chariton High School student Va-

lerie McNeese played Taps on the

trumpet to conclude the ceremony. 

Full speech on Page 4

More photos Page 9

early retirement policies for certified 

and classified staff approved 
By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

At their meeting Monday night, the Chariton School Board approved

the final readings for both Certified Staff Early Retirement Policy and Clas-

sified Staff Early Retirement Policy. 

Certified staff includes teachers and administrators while classified staff

includes cooks, bus drivers and custodians. 

Superintendent Larry Achenbach announced that this year no more than

five people from either category would be accepted for early retirement

and those accepted would be based on seniority. He also said that admin-

istrators and directors were eligible for early retirement on the certified

side. 

Early retirement, Continued to Page 9

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

At their meeting Monday night, the Chariton City

Council approved a demolition bid for the property at

120 N. 7th St. in Chariton. The bid they approved was

from CR Environmental out of Corydon for $9,500. 

Two other bids for demolition were also received from

Environmental Edge out of Ottumwa for $13,600 and

from Midwest Sanitation out of Pella for $13,127. 

Chariton City Manager Laura Liegois said that the bid

from CR Environmental does not include the disposal

cost of debris. The City of Chariton will handle the dis-

posal cost of debris from the project and the estimated

cost of disposal is $2,500. The City of Chariton is also

handling the cost of the asbestos testing and removal, if

necessary.

Liegois explained that the property at 120 N.7th St.

was acquired by the City of Chariton to possibly be a

rehab home with the Chariton valley Regional Housing

Trust Fund and Hy-Vee home rehabilitation program. 

“However, they did not want to proceed with the

home as a rehabilitation project because it’s a smaller

home,” Liegois said. 

Liegois also said that currently the City of Chariton

can utilize $10,000 from the Chariton Valley Regional

Housing Trust Fund for demolition for this project. “For

us to utilize the $10,000 from the Housing Trust, we will 

City Council, Continued to Page 9

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

New Chariton School Board

members, Jamie Aulwes and Casey

DeHoedt, were sworn in during the

regular meeting of Monday night’s

school board meeting.

DeHoedt was elected by write-in

to the Director District 3 seat in the

Nov. 5 election, which didn’t have a

candidate on the ballot. Aulwes was

elected to the Director District 4

seat.

The board voted to retain Dusty

Cain as its president and they elected

Sarah Willis as the new vice presi-

dent. The board re-elected Kylie

Dittmer as its secretary and treasurer.

The board also voted to keep their

same meeting schedule of meeting

the second Monday of each month at

6:30 p.m. at the administrative of-

fices at 140 Albia Road. This

month’s meeting was moved back a

week due to the school board elec-

tions.

The Chariton Newspapers was

named as the official publication of

the Chariton School Board. They

also retained Ahlers and Cooney as

their legal counsel.

Committee appointments were

approved. Casey DeHoedt and Jamie

Aulwes were appointed to the Policy

and Finance committees and Kyle

Curtis and Sarah Willis were ap-

pointed to the Buildings and

Grounds Committee.

Contracts, resignations

approved

The board approved contracts for

Alec Reynolds and Craig Spiker to

be volunteer basketball coaches for

the 2019-20 school year. They also

approved the resignations of Linda

Ayala as a part-time associate at

Chariton High School and Angie

Richard as a part-time Title I associ-

ate at Van Allen Elementary.

One open enrollment request was

approved for a student to open enroll

out from Chariton to Knoxville. 

Building rental requests 

approved

The board approved 11 building

rental requests. They included: 

• Chariton Parks and Recreation

Director Travis Young to rent out the

Columbus and Van Allen gymnasi-

ums for recreational youth basket-

ball.

Only the Columbus gym will be

rented out on Nov. 2. Both gyms will

be rented out on Nov. 9, 16, 23, Dec.

7 and 14. On each date the gym(s)

will be rented out from 8 a.m. to

noon.

• CHS Wrestling Coach Jamie

Cochran to rent out the high school

gymnasium and the Commons con-

cessions area for a youth wrestling

tournament on Saturday, Dec. 21.

They will set up for the tournament

on Friday night, Dec. 20, and tear

down after the tournament Saturday.

• Adam Bahr to rent out Johnson

Auditorium for a performance for

the Lucas County Arts Council’s

Vredenburg Concert Series on Sept.

10, 2020.

• Corie Gwinn and Ann Aulwes

to rent out the Van Allen gymnasium

for the CHS junior class to have

prom pictures taken on Saturday,

April 25, 2020, from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

• Corie Gwinn on behalf of the

After Prom Committee to rent out

the CHS gym and Johnson Audito-

rium for the 2020 CHS After Prom

Party from 10 a.m. on Saturday,

April 25, to 5 a.m. on Sunday, April

26. 

• JD McDonald of the Chariton

Archery Club to rent out he high

school gym and concession area for

the Chariton Archery Tournament on

Jan. 17, 2020, from 5-8 p.m., and on

Jan.18 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

• Melissa Caudill to rent out the

Van Allen gymnasium for pictures of

the annual Winterfest Dance from

3:30-5:30 p.m. on Dec. 14, 2019. 

• Adam Bahr to rent out Johnson

Auditorium for a concert and school

outreach for the Lucas County Arts

Council’s Vredenburg Concert Se-

ries on Feb. 11, 2021, for four hours. 

• Chariton Cub Scout Pack 149

Cub Master Craig Stout to rent out

the Van Allen gym and lunchroom

for the Cub Scout Pinewood Derby

from 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 17, 2020, to

630 p.m. on Jan. 18, 2020. 

• Mark Richardson, Scout Mas-

ter for Boy Scout Troop 149, to rent

out the Van Allen gym for a night

sleepover from 7 p.m.  Dec. 30 to 7

a.m. Dec. 31, 2019. 

• Perry and Erin Lane to rent out

the Van Allen gym for the Milledge

Family Christmas Party from 11

a.m. to 4 p.m. on Dec. 21, 2019.

Pictured are new Chariton School Board members

Casey DeHoedt (left) and Jamie Aulwes (right) who were

sworn in during the regular meeting of Monday night’s

school board meeting. (Bill Howes photo)

New school board members DeHoedt and Aulwes sworn in 
Cain kept as board president, Willis is new vice president 

Ceremony commemorating the reading of the 

Gettysburg  Address held at Vets Memorial Park

Trae Hall reads the Get-

tysburg Address speech in

its entirety at the ceremony

Tuesday afternoon. He is a

senior at Chariton High

School. (Bill Howes photo) 

Council approves demolition bid   
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