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By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

The second three months of 2021

had some noteworthy events that

happened in Chariton and Lucas

County. One was Iowa Lt Gov.

Adam Gregg coming to Chariton to

tour Seats Inc. in April. Along with

being able to tour the whole facility,

Gregg was also able to speak about

workforce development and educa-

tional opportunities as well.

Another highlight was a couple

awards received including one by a

Chariton teacher and one by a Chari-

ton school. Chariton High School

FBLA (Future Business Leaders of

America) Advisor Susan Seuferer

was named Iowa’s 2020-21 FBLA

Advisor of the Year in early April.

In May, Chariton Middle School

also received a prominent award

when it was one school in the Great

Prairie Area Education Agency

(GPAEA) District that was honored

by the Iowa Department of Educa-

tion and GPAEA for creating a safe,

positive environment for its students. 

CMS was recognized for creating

a positive environment for its stu-

dents in the Honor Plus category.

Honor Plus was one of five cate-

gories in which students can be rec-

ognized for this award, with the

highest category being Paramount. 

Another highlight of the second

three months was the hiring of a new

Chariton Parks and Recreation Su-

pervisor. Osceola native Taylor An-

drew was hired as the new Park and

Rec. Supervisor for Chariton and he

started in early May. 

Another highlight of the second

three months was the reopening of

Vision II Theatre in Chariton to the

public in late June. It reopened to the

public on Friday, June 25, 2021, after

having been closed since after Sep-

tember 2020 due to COVID-19. F9

The Fast Saga was the movie shown

on both screens at Vision II when it

reopened June 25.

April 2021

A front-page story and photos ap-

peared in the April 6, 2021, Leader

Herald-Patriot about Iowa Lt. Gov.

Adam Gregg touring Seats Inc. in

Chariton. While at Seats, Gregg

toured the whole factory and saw the

whole operation. The tour was part

of Lt. Gov. Gregg’s 99-county tour

across Iowa. While at Seats Inc.,

Gregg talked about workforce devel-

opment along with educational op-

portunities including partnerships

with colleges like Indian Hills Com-

munity College (IHCC). 

A story was published in the April

6 newspaper about the Hass desk

being donated to the Lucas County

Historical Society Museum in Chari-

ton. The desk was used by three gen-

erations of the Hass family including

by original owner Albert R. Hass

when he worked at the bank in

Chariton. Albert’s son Abe Hass used

the desk in his office and Abe’s son

Curt Hass used it in his home.

Chariton High School teacher and

FBLA Advisor Susan Seuferer was

named Iowa’s 2020-21 FBLA Advi-

sor of the Year. FBLA stands for Fu-

ture Business Leaders of America.

Seuferer received this award at the

Iowa State FBLA Leadership Con-

ference in Coralville April 1 and 2. 

A long picture of a large group of

white pelicans together at Pin Oak

Marsh appeared on the front of the

April 6 newspaper. 

A story and photo about Colum-

bus Elementary Principal Derek

Philips grilling lunch in front of

Columbus School in recognition of

Associate Appreciation Day Thurs-

day, April 8, was published in the

April 13 Leader Herald-Patriot.

Philips grilled hamburgers and hot

dogs through the lunch hour April 8

and he grilled for the whole Colum-

bus staff and not just the associates. 

A story and photo about the beau-

tiful red tulips the Chariton Middle

School Stomp Out Tobacco chapter

planted in the fall of 2020 at the mid-

dle school being in bloom were pub-

lished in the April 13 newspaper.

It was announced the entrepre-

neurs in Lucas County, Iowa had a

new tool to launch, manage, and

grow their business-the Small Busi-

ness Lab. Chariton Area

Chamber/Main Street launched the

Small Business Lab, which provides

a variety of high-quality business

support services that entrepreneurs,

including both new and established

businesses, can access at no cost.

The Small Business Lab was later

dissolved at the end of August and is

no longer in service.

At their regular meeting Monday,

April 5, the Chariton City Council

held the public hearing and approved

the resolution for a grant application

to the USDA (United States Depart-

ment of Agriculture) for the Chariton

Police Department. The USDA grant

would cover 75 percent of the cost of

a new police vehicle being purchased

and to have new laptop computers

put in each police vehicle in Chari-

ton’s fleet including the new vehicle. 

The Chariton Community School

Board approved a number of con-

tracts for the 2021-22 school year at

their monthly meeting Monday,

April 12. Among the contracts ap-

proved were ones for a new high

school and fifth grade band teacher,

fifth grade teacher at Van Allen Ele-

mentary and kindergarten teacher at

Columbus Elementary.

A beautiful picture of Red Bud

trees in bloom at Red Haw State

Park in Chariton was published in

the April 20 Leader Herald-Patriot.

In the Good News comments por-

tion of the Monday, April 12, Chari-

ton School Board meeting,

Superintendent Larry Achenbach in-

formed the board that the Cardinal of

Eldon School District had applied to

be a member of the South Central

Conference. The application was in

the beginning stages at that time and

Lt. Governor touring Seats Inc., Chariton

school awards, hiring of new Park and Rec.

Supervisor and reopening of Vision II Theatre

highlight second three months of 2021

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

The Chariton City Council held

their elections and appointments for

city offices including Mayor and

Mayor Pro Tem at their first meeting

of the New Year Monday, Jan. 3. 

The council approved a nomina-

tion for Jayma Hoch to be appointed

as the new Chariton Mayor. They

also approved a nomination for

Steve Fenton to be appointed as the

new Chariton Mayor Pro Tem. 

The council approved the ap-

pointment of Laura Liegois to be the

Chariton City Manager and the ap-

pointment of Christy Metzger to be

the Chariton City Clerk/Treasurer. 

The council approved the ap-

pointment of Verle Norris to be the

Chariton City Attorney. 

After the appointments were ap-

proved, the appointees took their

oath of offices to be sworn in for

their respective positions. 

Along with the appointments

made, new Chariton City Council

members David Kuball and Jarrett

McGee sat in on their first council

meeting at the Jan. 3 meeting. 

Hoch appointed

new Chariton

Mayor, Fenton

appointed Mayor

Pro Tem

2021 Year In Review, April to June

Iowa Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg (left) tours Seats Inc. in Chariton with Seats Plant Manager John Templin

(right) back in April. Gregg was able to see the whole operation during his tour

YEAR

Continued to Page 10

Columbus Elementary Principal Derek Philips grills in front of

Columbus School in recognition of Associate Appreciation Day

Thursday, April 8.

New Chariton Mayor Jayma Hoch (back left) and Mayor Pro Tem

Steve Fenton (back right) are sworn into their respective offices

after being appointed to them at the Chariton City Council meet-

ing Monday, Jan. 3. Swearing them in at the right is Chariton City

Clerk/Treasurer Christy Metzger. (Bill Howes photo)

From left: Chariton City Attorney Verle Norris, Chariton City Man-

ager Laura Liegois and Chariton City Clerk/Treasurer Christy

Metzger are sworn into their respective offices by new Chariton

Mayor Jayma Hoch (right) after being appointed to them at the

city council meeting Jan. 3. (Bill Howes photo)

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

At their first meeting of the New

Year, Monday, Jan. 3, the Chariton

City Council approved several reso-

lutions for 2022. 

The council approved a resolution

naming the Chariton Leader as the of-

ficial newspaper for the City of Chari-

ton and its legal publications for 2022.

The council also approved a reso-

lution naming the official depositories

of city funds and setting the maxi-

mum deposit amounts for each. 

The council approved for U.S.

Bank, Midwest Heritage Bank, Great

Western Bank and Community 1st

Credit Union to be the official depos-

itories of city funds with an $8 million

maximum deposit amount set for

each. 

The council also approved a reso-

lution authorizing the mayor, mayor

pro tem, city manager and city clerk

to execute certain financial institution

documents.

Council approves resolutions for New Year


