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Declaration of Independence to be read
On the 4th of July each year since the Lucas County Veterans Memorial Park was

called to attention, groups or individuals have read the Declaration of Independence.

This year it will be “The Daughters of the American Revolution.” The reading will be

at 9:30 a.m. at the Veterans Park, please join us but maintain CDC C-19 guidelines.

ExTENDED

WEATHER

FORECAST
Tuesday, June 30

High: 83º Low: 71º

AM Thunderstorms

50%  chance of precip

Wednesday, July 1

High 87º  Low 70º

Mostly Cloudy

20%  chance of precip.

Thursday, July 2

High: 89º   Low: 70º

Partly Cloudy

20% chance of precip.

Friday, July 3

High: 89º   Low: 68º

Partly Cloudy

20% chance of precip.

saTurday, July 4

High: 89º Low: 69º

Sunny

20% chance of precip.

sunday, July 5

High: 89º  Low:  69º

PM Thunderstorms

40% chance of precip. 

Monday, July 6

High: 90º  Low 69º

Mostly Sunny

20% chance of precip., 

AnD tHE HERALD-PAtRiot sinCE 1857

Fireworks 
ordinance 
reminder 

In September 2018, the Chariton

City Council approved the adoption

of an ordinance strictly limiting the

use of fireworks in the Chariton city

limits.

Under this ordinance, no person

shall use or explode consumer fire-

works on days and times other than

on July 4 from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. and

Dec. 31 from 9 a.m. until 1:30 a.m.

on Jan. 1. 

The ordinance amends Chapter 9

of the Chariton Municipal Code to

regulate the use of fireworks within

the city of Chariton.

A violation of any provision in

the ordinance may be charged with

a simple misdemeanor punishable

by a fine not to exceed $250, or im-

prisonment not to exceed 30 days. 

Pictured is the Fourth of July mural painted on the front window of Dr. Richard Rips’

Dentist office at 117 N. Main on the west side of the Chariton square. Susan Baer of Chari-

ton painted the mural. The building that’s painted underneath the Americana hands and

arms is the Lucas County Courthouse and the Americana parrot on the perch at the right

is Dr. Rips’ parrot, Morton. Fireworks are shown going off across the mural along with

red, white and blue trees at the bottom. (Bill Howes photo) 
Chamber/Main 
Street Annual 
Celebration to be 
held on Aug. 21 

The Chariton Area

Chamber/Main Street’s Annual Cel-

ebration will be held on Aug. 21,

2020.

The Chamber invites the public to

be a part of the award nominations

for this year. During the Annual Cel-

ebration, the Chamber will announce

the following awards: 

• Employee of the Year

• Citizen of the Year

• Humanitarian of the Year

• Volunteer of the Year

• Ambassador of the Community

• Pillar of the Community

• Lifetime Achievement Award

With that being said, the Cham-

ber is calling for all nominations. Do

you have an outstanding employee

who you would like to nominate for

Employee of the Year? Is there

someone in the community you

know has gone beyond the call of

duty?

If so, please send a brief summary

on why she or he deserves to be rec-

ognized as Ambassador of the Com-

munity, Pillar of the Community,

Lifetime Achievement, Employee, 

Chamber annual meeting

Continued to Page 3

By Bill Howes

Associate Editor 

The Chariton Water Board and the

Chariton City Council held the first

of what could be a number of discus-

sions about Lake Ellis and Lake Mor-

ris at the water board’s monthly

meeting in June held at Chariton City

Hall.  

Lake Ellis is located one mile east

of Chariton on the south side of

482nd Street and Lake Morris is lo-

cated two miles east of Chariton on

the south side of 482nd Street. 

The two boards were just starting

the conversation about the lakes at

the meeting including how they

should be managed and how to bet-

ter maintain them. No action was

taken following the discussion except

to get a couple of other boards in-

volved in what should be done about

the lakes including the Lucas County

Board of Supervisors and Lucas

County Conservation Board. 

Lakes discussion update

In a brief phone interview with the

newspaper this past Tuesday, Chari-

ton City Manager Laura Liegois said

that since the water board meeting

that she and Water Superintendent

Brad Robbins have had discussions

on the lakes with Larry Davis of the

Lucas County Board of Supervisors

and a couple of other people that are

interested in the lakes. Liegois and

Robbins plan to meet with the Lucas

County Conservation Board this

week.

“We’re doing some fact finding

and brain storming and we will bring

some thoughts and ideas back to the

city council and water board at an-

other joint meeting between the two

boards to be held on July 9,” Liegois

said. 

The property at the lakes is

deeded in the City of Chariton’s

name. It’s not clear whether the

Chariton Water Board or City of

Chariton is responsible for the prop-

erty since the water department no

longer draws water from both lakes

to provide water for the City of

Chariton since Chariton switched

over to Rathbun Regional Water as

its water provider back in late August

2018. 

Who’s responsible for the lakes is

also part of the discussion the water

board and city council are having

along with what direction they want

to go with them and who will take

care of the lakes in the future.

“We’ve been getting calls from

people about who is maintaining the

lakes and who is responsible for

them. We need to open up the dis-

cussion about those things,” City

Manager Liegois said near the start

of the discussion about the lakes at

the water board meeting.  

Chariton Mayor Denny Bisgard

commented that both lakes are being

used for things such as fishing and

kayaking and that the lakes need to

be given attention and to be taken

care of better.  

“I keep hearing from people com-

ment that since the property at the

lakes is public land that they can do

what they want out there. There are

regulations that have been there for

years that still apply but that aren’t

posted. Red Haw State Park has reg-

ulations also, but they aren’t posted

there either,” Water Board member

Vern Vogel said. 

At a previous meeting recently,

the water board discussed the fact

that there are still rules and regula-

tions that still apply for both lakes

and that the rules need to be en-

forced. Only one sign has been up at

one of the lakes but it’s not readable.

Water Superintendent Brad Robbins

is getting signs to put up at each lake

that state the rules and regulations.

The signs are in the process of being

ordered.

Robbins said that everyone wants

the property out at the lakes to stay a

public area but that it just has to be

maintained better. Someone else

mentioned that people would love to

develop the land and build homes out

there because of the lakes. 

“The fishing out there must be

better than it was years ago. We see

more fishermen out there using it,”

City Council member Roger Manser

commented. 

During the discussion about the

lakes, Robbins talked about the old

water plant building at Lake Ellis

that’s no longer used since Chariton

switched over to Rathbun Regional

Water. 

“There isn’t much there. It’s an

old rusty water plant and without

spending several hundred thousand

dollars, I’m not sure the building is 

Lake Ellis and Morris

Continued to Page 6

City, water board talk

about future of lakes

In its guidance released Thursday for com-

ing back to classrooms, the Iowa Department

of Education discouraged K-12 schools from

requiring face masks when staff and students

return.

Covering the mouth is recommended by the

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion to prevent the spread of COVID-19. For

schools, the CDC  has recommended  masks

when feasible and especially when physical

distancing is difficult, however, the American

Academy of Pediatrics have offered evidence

to the contrary.

In its most recent release the AAP stated:

“Schools are critical to addressing racial and

social inequity. School closure and virtual ed-

ucational modalities have had a differential im-

pact at both the individual and population level

for diverse racial, ethnic, and vulnerable

groups, according to the guidance. Evidence

from spring 2020 school closures points to neg-

ative impacts on learning. Children and ado-

lescents also have been placed at higher risk of

morbidity and mortality from physical or sex-

ual abuse, substance use, anxiety, depression,

and suicidal ideation.

“The AAP strongly advocates that all policy

considerations for the coming school year

should start with a goal of having students

physically present in school.” (See the com-

plete AAP statement Page 9).

Iowa’s guidance, while acknowledging

schools “may not be able to guarantee that

physical distancing can be met in all school set-

tings throughout the entire school day,” does

not recommend districts require the face cov-

erings.

Instead, the department recommends teach-

ing and reinforcing to prevent stigmas “associ-

ated with the use or non-use of facial coverings

to support a respectful, inclusive, and support-

ive school environment.”

The information published Thursday is the

department’s “final high-level guidance,” said

Iowa Department of Education spokeswoman

Heather Doe, and is based on current public

health conditions in the state. New guidance

will not be published unless public health con-

ditions change.

The IDE released a new statement Friday

saying the guidance “needs further clarifica-

tion.”

School facilities have been closed since

mid-March due to the coronavirus pandemic,

though Gov. Kim Reynolds allowed voluntary

summer activities and some sports to resume

this month. All school activities may resume

July 1.

As of Thursday, more than 27,250 Iowans

have tested positive for COVID-19, according

to state data, and nearly 700 have died because

of it.

Although cases in Iowa largely have been

among adults, health experts have cautioned

that children can be carriers of the disease, and

the CDC still is investigating cases of Multi-

system Inflammatory Syndrome in

Children  associated with COVID-19. Cedar

Rapids hospitals last month treated at least two

children with the syndrome.

The Iowa Department of Education guid-

ance goes on to outline a total of 10 health and

safety requirements for public school districts

and accredited private schools when they re-

open.

Iowa State Education Association President

Mike Beranek, who represents the state’s

largest teachers’ union, said in a statement

Thursday he was “deeply disappointed” in the

guidance.

“The Iowa Department of Education’s re-

opening guidance is inconsistent with CDC

Guidance, common sense and good public pol-

icy and we cannot recommend support,” said

Beranek, a West Des Moines teacher, in the

statement.

Executive Director Roark Horn of School

Administrators of Iowa, whose members in-

clude school superintendents and principals,

said he expected more details from the depart-

ment.

“The Reopening Guidance did not line up

with what school leaders were expecting,”

Horn said. “Based on previous guidance, such

as that for baseball and softball, administrators

were anticipating more specifics for things like

social distancing and the use of face cover-

ings.”

Recommendations

In all,  the department guidelines  recom-

mended:

• That sick staff and students stay home;

• Not screening students and staff when they

arrive at school, as one symptom might not in-

dicate the presence of a communicable disease

and some individuals might be asymptomatic;

Dept. of Education guidelines

Continued to Page 9

Dept. of Ed. paves way to have kids back in school

New COVID-19 cases confirmed
As of June 25, one new case of COVID-19 has been

confirmed in Lucas County for a total of 29 confirmed

cases.  The age group of the new positive case is an adult

(18-40 years of age).  At total of 18 cases that have re-

covered and one new death reported..  

According to signs posted at Dollar General and a

Facebook post by the manager on Friday, there were two

cases among employees. The store was reportedly closed

on Friday, the store sanitized and employees quaranteed

for 14 days. The store reopened Saturday.

Goering receives National Quilt of Valor
Gary Goering was nominated locally and then

chosen by the National Quilt of Valor Organization

to honor Gary with a quilt of valor for his military

service in the U.S. Army from 1970-1972.

Goering graduated from Chariton High School in

1966 and went on to graduate from the University

of Northern Iowa in 1970. Very soon thereafter he

was drafted in to the United States Army during the

Vietnam era. Goering completed army basic train-

ing at Ft. Lewis Washington and advanced training

at Ft. McClellan, Ala. Deployment was to South

Vietnam as a Military Security Police at China

Beach in DaNang.

Jeri and Rod Beem, from Winterset, came to make

the presentation. In his presentation Rod Beem made

the statement: “A veteran – whether active duty, dis-

charged, retired or reserves is someone who at one

point in their life wrote a blank check made payable

to the United States of America to defend the US

Constitution for any amount up to and including

their life if necessary.”

The quilt awarded by the valor foundation is to re-

mind Goering and his family of the importance of

his voluntary military service. The quilt can be dis-

played or it can be used with hopes of providing

warmth and comfort when wrapped around him. Gary Goering receives the Quilt of Valor from

Jeri Beem.


