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Measure G bond concerns expressed

Land near former prison eyed by state for housing
By Brenda Dunkle

Chino Mayor Eunice Ulloa 
advised city staff  at the Sept. 
3 council meeting to keep a 
close eye on the state when it 
comes to a 71-acre property 
just north of the now-closed 
Heman G. Stark Youth Cor-
rectional Facility in southeast 
Chino that has been identi-
fi ed by the state as a pos-
sible location for aff ordable 
housing.

Councilman Marc Lucio 
asked about the rectangular 
site, which is bordered by 
Euclid Avenue to the east, 
San Antonio Avenue to the 
west,  Cypress Avenue to the 
north, and Merrill Avenue to 
the south.

The southeastern portion 
of the College Park residen-
tial development is just north 
of the site.

Executive order

In January, Governor Gavin 
Newsom signed an execu-
tive order to develop aff ord-
able housing on excess state 
lands. The order directed the 
Department of General Ser-
vices to create an inventory 
by April 30 of all state-owned 
lands that may be available 
for potential development.

The economic feasibility 
of the sites was determined 
by 11 factors: parcel site, 
shape, grading, development 
adjacent to the property, po-
tential for consolidation, lack 
of site constraint, proximity 
to job centers, proximity to 
education, proximity to high-
frequency public transit net-
works, utilities and other ser-
vices and amenities.

In mid-April, the state an-
nounced it had investigated 
nearly 45,000 state-owned 

Williams continues war of words against fi re chief
By Josh Thompson

The public tongue-lashing 
against Fire Chief Tim Shack-
elford by board member Winn 
Williams continued again 
Wednesday when he said the 
chief was a disgrace to the 
department and a disgrace to 
the community.

Mr. Williams, a retired Chi-
no Valley Fire captain who 
has had a 17-year dispute 
with the district over his retire-
ment date, berated the chief 
about the fi re district's budget 
and his beliefs on how the 
chief handled the July 28 Star 
Fire in Chino Hills that burned 
156 acres and a multi-million 
dollar house belonging to 

Chino dentist Arthur Forrest 
and his wife Toni. “My biggest 
concern is that we have an 
incompetent chief whose pri-
orities are misaligned who is 
putting the public at risk,” Mr. 
Williams said. “The Forrest 
family lost their residence in 
the Star Fire. Not once when 
I was on duty did we lose a 
house during a grass fi re.”

Mr. Williams said he has 
signifi cant questions about 
the handling of the fi re, but 
the chief is choosing to spend 
his time on a photocopy mat-
ter that occurred in Decem-
ber.

Mr. Williams said Chino Val-
ley Fire District fi refi ghters 
are inadequately trained for 

fi refi ghting because he be-
lieves the district’s leadership 
is about paramedics fi rst, and 
fi refi ghting a distant second. 

“Every day you remain as 
chief, your incompetent lead-
ership puts the residents of 
the community at risk,” Mr. 
Williams said. 

Board member Sarah Ev-
inger-Ramos said she was 
disheartened when Mr. Wil-
liams made disparaging com-
ments against the clerk of the 
board at last month's meeting 
and took issue with his com-
ments Wednesday about the 
chief regarding the Star Fire. 

“How dare you, how dare 
you,” she said. “I am so dis-
gusted with what is going 

on here.” She apologized to 
Chief Shackelford for Mr. Wil-
liams' comments. 

Board member Mike 
Kreeger praised Chief Shack-
elford for his work, stating he 
hoped he has thick skin re-
garding Mr. Williams. 

Vice president Harvey Luth 
said Mr. Williams off ered no 
facts or truth about the chief's 
handling of the Star Fire and it 
was appalling to suggest that 
the chief is incompetent and 
not concerned about public 
safety.

He said Mr. Williams has 
a personal vendetta against 
the district because of his 
retirement dispute and has 
attacked virtually everyone in 

the department.
Clerk matters

The photocopy matter oc-
curred when Mr. Williams 
asked the clerk of the board 
to make copies for him relat-
ed to his retirement dispute.

The clerk refused, advising 
Mr. Williams it was against 
board policy and state law to 
make copies for personal or 
political use.

Mr. Williams maintains the 
copies were for board use.

Councilman weighs in
Chino city councilman Marc 

Lucio, who is the city’s liaison 
to the fi re board, said the city 
might have to step in if the 

Champion photo by Dawn Marks

Sports booster president Renay Prescott speaks to the Measure G Citi-
zens’ Oversight Committee on Wednesday about facility concerns at Chi-
no High. 

By Dawn Marks
Better communication 

between the Chino Valley 
school district and school 
communities is needed 
regarding the Measure G 
school construction and 
modernization bond work, 
said Kevin Cisneroz, chair-
man of the bond’s oversight 
committee at the group’s 
meeting Wednesday.

The meeting was held at 
the district offi  ce in Chino.

The $750 million bond 
was approved by voters in 
November 2016 to mod-
ernize several schools, 
provide security and oth-
er improvements to all 
schools and rebuild Chino 
High, which was built in the 
1950s.

The Measure G Citi-
zens Oversight Committee 
heard concerns from mem-
bers of the Chino High 
community about facilities 
at their school. Commit-
tee members heard similar 
concerns from the Ayala 
High community at the May 

Champion photo by Josh Thompson

This 71-acre fi eld between the former Heman G. Stark Youth Correctional 
Facility (pictured) and College Park development, off Euclid Avenue in 
Chino, has been identifi ed by the state as a possible site for affordable 
housing. The College Park development is directly north of the fi eld.
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Remembering a tragic day

Champion photo by Josh Thompson
Chino Valley Fire District fi refi ghter-paramedics Andrew Hubbard (left) and Aaron Patty carry a 
red, white and blue decorated wreath during the annual Sept. 11 Remembrance ceremony Wednes-
day morning at Station 6 in Chino Hills. Approximately 200 people attended the ceremony to hon-
or the more than 2,700 people and 343 New York City fi refi ghters who died in the Sept. 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks. For more on the ceremony, see Page A10. 

Encephalitis

virus found 

in Chino

mosquitoes
The West Valley Mosquito 

and Vector Control District 
detected the presence of St. 
Louis Encephalitis (SLE) vi-
rus in mosquitoes collected 
this week near Comet Av-
enue and Chino-Corona 
Road in Chino.

“This is the fi rst time since 
the formation of the district 
(in 1983) that SLE has been 
detected in our area,” said 
district manager Michelle 
Brown.

SLE has also been de-
tected in the Central Valley, 
as well as Riverside and Or-
ange counties, she said.

The mosquitoes carrying 
SLE are not the black and 
white “Aedes” mosquitoes 
that have been aggressive-
ly biting residents day and 
night, but the native “Culex” 
mosquitoes, Dr. Brown said.

SLE is a mosquito-trans-
mitted virus in the “fl avivirus 

oversight meeting.       
Chino High parent boost-

er Renay Prescott said the 
bleachers in the gym are 
worn out and its basketball 
court remains damaged 
from fl ooding that occurred 
last spring, she said.  

Assistant Superintendent 
Greg Stachura said an in-
surance claim for the dam-
age has been delayed.

Martin Silveria, the dis-
trict’s director of main-
tenance operations and 
construction, said the gym 
fl oor was diffi  cult to dry out 
and provided assurance 
that the facility would be 
maintained “at its optimum 
until the new campus is 
built.” 

A decision on whether to 
keep the old gym has not 
yet been made, Mr. Sta-
chura said.  

“The old gym needs a lot 
of renovations to meet the 
new codes,” he said.   

A new gymnasium would 
include a boys shower 

See VIRUS, Page A2

Chino Champion
& Chino Valley News


