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January projected to be ‘worst' COVID month
By Marianne Napoles
Combined surges in coro-

navirus from holiday cel-
ebrations and traveling will 
likely make January the 
worst month of the coro-
navirus so far, according 
to county and state health 
experts.

After hearing an update 
on the coronavirus and 
vaccination rollout during 
Tuesday’s San Bernardino 
County Board of Supervi-
sors meeting, chairman 
Curt Hagman stated, “A 
word of caution: January 
will be our highest level 
of COVID. Be careful out 
there.”

Mr. Hagman said spikes 
are predicted in the next 
couple of weeks because 
cases will show up within 
seven to 10 days after the 
holidays.

Deaths
Public health director 

Corwin Porter said the 
good news is that the posi-
tivity rate for COVID-19 has 
leveled out to 22 percent 
but “we continue to see a 
number of deaths from the 
surge.”

He said 41 people died in 
the past seven days and 75 
people died during the pre-
vious seven days for a total 
of 1,454 deaths since the 
pandemic began.

In Chino Hills, 11 have 
died and in Chino, 71 have 
died, including 26 inmates 
at the California Institution 
for Men and one inmate at 
the California Institution for 
Women.

Mr. Porter said a variant 
strain of COVID has been 
detected in the county 
where two cases were 
reported from the same 

household in Big Bear.
One member of the 

household had contact with 
a traveler who returned 
from the United Kingdom on 
Dec. 11 and began showing 
symptoms on Dec. 14.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the county 
on Jan. 1, the variant strain 
is prevalent in London and 
southeast England and was 
not unexpected. 

Multiple variants of the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19 
have been documented in 
the United States and glob-
ally, according to the press 
release.

“Currently, there is no evi-
dence that these variants 
cause more severe illness 
or increased risk of death 
and no indication that the 
vaccines are less eff ective 
on this strain,” according to 
the news release.

Hospital surge
William Gilbert, chief 

executive offi  cer for Ar-
rowhead Regional Medi-
cal Center in Colton, said 
hospitals are overwhelmed, 
especially those in the high 
desert.

“We expected another 
surge and we’re seeing that 
already in our emergency 
rooms,” he said.

The biggest factor is not 
enough hospital staffi  ng, he 
said. 

“We have 500 vacant 
beds but because of staff -
ing, we’re only able to use 
25 percent of those beds,” 
he said. “There is a nation-
wide demand for nurses, 
especially critical care 
nurses.”

Urban areas hit
Mr. Porter said the urban 

areas in the county have 
been impacted the most 

by the coronavirus. “Those 
with challenges in their 
community with poverty are 
the hardest hit and this has 
been consistent for months 
and months on end,” he 
said. 

Examples are Rialto, 
Colton and parts of Bloom-
ington, he said.

Newly-elected Supervi-
sor Joe Baca, Jr., said, “We 
have to amp up the edu-
cation in those areas. We 
need to do a better job of 
getting the message out in 
English and Spanish about 
testing and safety.”

Supervisor Hagman said 
the county has an adver-
tising budget and needs to 
work with the community in 
the local hot spots. He said 
the county has reached 
out to the mayors of those 

See COVID, Page A2
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Board suspends policy to re-elect
Hagman as chairman during pandemic
By Marianne Napoles

The San Bernardino 
County Board of Super-
visors on Tuesday sus-
pended a 50-year-old 
policy to re-elect Curt 
Hagman as chairman for 
a second consecutive 
two-year term to main-
tain leadership during the 
pandemic.

The policy, in place 
since 1970, states that 
the office of chairman is 
to rotate every two years 
and forbids chairpersons 
from serving two terms in 
succession.

Dawn Rowe, third dis-
trict supervisor, suggest-
ed the policy be waived 
because she said Mr. 
Hagman has done an ex-
emplary job during COV-
ID and it was not the time 
to change leadership.

According to the policy, 
Ms. Rowe would have 
been next in line for the 
chairmanship position be-
cause it is based on the 
seniority of members who 
have served on the board 
for a minimum of two 
years and not yet served 
as chairperson.

“I would be the next 
chairperson and I look 
forward to that honor 
someday, but I have not 
even had the opportunity 
to serve as vice chairper-
son yet,” she said.

Ms. Rowe, a Yucca 
Valley resident, was ap-
pointed to the board in 
2018, elected in March 
2020, and took office last 

Submitted photo

Supervisor Curt Hagman, a resident of Chino and former mayor of Chino 
Hills, was re-elected as chairman to a second consecutive term on the San 
Bernardino County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, and Dawn Rowe of 
Yucca Valley was elected vice chairperson.See CHAIR, Page A2

By Dawn Marks
Chino Valley Fire District 

Chief Tim Shackelford told 
the Chino City Council on 
Tuesday that ambulance 
delays have gotten worse 
during the pandemic.

He recommended that 
COVID patients seek care 
fi rst through their primary 
doctor or urgent care facil-
ity before calling 911.  

The fi re chief said 911 call 
volume has increased over 
100 percent in recent days 
and ambulance traffi  c has 
been diverted throughout 
the county in the last 10 to 
12 days.  

Ambulance diversion 
means that those who call 
911 with serious emergen-
cies can’t be transferred in 
a timely manner to be seen 
by hospital staff , he said.

The chief said ambulanc-
es at some hospitals have 
been backed up for hours 
waiting for service. 

Hospitals are requesting 
on-site support from the fi re 
department’s emergency 
medical technicians, he 
said. 

Chief Shackelford said a 
new program in San Ber-
nardino County is being 
pushed out now to triage 
911 calls.

The new Emergency 
Community Nurse System 
will help improve ambu-
lance response time on life-
threatening calls, he said.  
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David Kramer of Chino Hills visits his late father’s thoroughbred horses every afternoon at Boys 
Republic.

Thoroughbred horses retire on Boys Republic farm
By Marianne Napoles

What better place for 
hard-working thorough-
bred racehorses to retire 
then Chino Hills where the 
skies are blue and the pep-
permints are crunchy.

The Boys Republic farm 
at Grand Avenue and the 
71 Freeway with its gentle 
slopes that turn green in 
spring has been the home 
of thoroughbred racehors-
es BeauHaven and her 
three children Jack’sGlo, 
GloJack and 5 Perfect 
Sons, for the past decade.

The five perfect sons sig-
nify the five Kramer broth-
ers born to the late tennis 
great Jack Kramer and his 
wife Gloria.

Mrs. Kramer used to say: 
“I have five perfect sons—
almost.”

The names of Jack’sGlo 
and GloJack are a combi-
nation of Jack and Gloria.

David Kramer of Chino 
Hills, the oldest of the five 
brothers, visits the horses 
every afternoon with pep-
permint candy and a slice 
of alfalfa, called a “flake.”

Mr. Kramer is the for-
mer general manager of 
Los Serranos Golf Course 
on Yorba Avenue and still 
serves on the board of di-
rectors with his brothers 
and family members.

The family owns and op-
erates the golf course on 
land that is leased from the 
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