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Chino Hills announces Costco expansion
By Marianne Napoles
Costco has submitted a 

new application to the city 
of Chino Hills to expand its 
store from 137,610 square 
feet to 161,973 square feet, 
build a car wash, and relo-
cate its gas station to the 
former Sport Chalet site at 
the northern end of Cross-
roads Marketplace on Pey-
ton Drive at the 71 Freeway.

Costco previously at-
tempted to relocate the 
23-year-old gas station to 
the southwest portion of the 
parking lot of Lowe’s, but 
store management opposed 
the move as being too close 
to its main entrance.

The food court will be ex-

panded by 587 square feet. 
"It appears that the condi-
ment section will be remod-
eled, but we don't have suf-
fi cient information to know if 
it will be remodeled for food 
service or seating," said 
community development di-
rector Joann Lombardo.

The employee locker 
room will be expanded 
2,620 square feet.

An 8,500-square-foot car 
wash with an equipment 
room and a queue for ap-
proximately 27 cars will be 
located at the southwestern 
portion of the parking lot. 

The new gas station will 
have 32 fueling positions 
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A Costco expansion project in Chino Hills will include a bigger building 
and food court, a new car wash, and relocation of the gas station to the for-
mer Sport Chalet building. The proposal is in a very early stage.See COSTCO, Page A2

Four-hour homeless count completed in Chino Valley
By Marianne Napoles
Volunteers, police and city 

employees in the Chino Val-
ley canvassed the streets 
from 6 to 10 a.m. Jan. 23 to 
count, survey and assist the 
homeless population as part 
of San Bernardino County’s 
“point-in-time count.”

The trained teams vis-
ited several locations on 
public and private property 
where persons experiencing 
homelessness were known 
or expected to be located.

They asked specifi c sur-
vey questions such as age, 
health, where they sleep, 

and where did they fi rst be-
come homeless. They also 
provided hygiene kits, food 
items and information on 
who to contact for services.

Chino Hills
In Chino Hills, two persons 

were recorded in the count.
Direct contact was made 

with one person who par-
ticipated in the survey, said 
spokesperson Denise Cat-
tern.

A second individual was 
observed sleeping in his ve-
hicle, she said.

In compliance with direc-
tion and training provided 
by the county, staff  did not 

awaken the individual but 
still included him in the 
count.

Another individual was 
presumed to be sleeping 
in a vehicle, but no contact 
was made, she said, and the 
person was not included in 
the count.

The individuals were ob-
served on private property 
in the vicinity of the Circle 
K gas station at 4200 Chino 
Hills Parkway at Pipeline Av-
enue, she said.

The Chino Hills team con-
sisted of fi ve from the Chino 
Hills Police Department and 
two city employees, one 

from code enforcement and 
the other from community 
services.

In last year’s count, also 
conducted in January, 23 
homeless people were 
counted in Chino and four in 
Chino Hills, with one person 
declining to answer the sur-
vey.

Chino
In Chino, 33 homeless 

people were found on Jan. 
23, said Chino spokesper-
son Vivian Castro. She said 
the number is considered 
unoffi  cial until the county 
makes the determination 
after reviewing each docu-

ment.
The Chino deployment 

team consisted of four po-
lice offi  cers, eight city staff  
members and eight volun-
teers, she said.

The “point-in-time” count 
of persons experiencing 
homelessness is a require-
ment of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) to pro-
mote community commit-
ment to end homelessness 
through the coordination of 
nonprofi t, state and local 
government resources.

See COUNT, Page A3

Second accident at Eucalyptus crosswalk
By Marianne Napoles 
A 33-year-old Chino Hills 

woman was hit by a car in 
the crosswalk at Eucalyp-
tus Avenue and Galloping 
Hills Road on Monday, just 
fi ve months after a 31-year-
old resident was killed in 
the same crosswalk.

Ashley Nicole Bautista 
was found in the west-
bound lane of Eucalyptus 
Avenue west of Chino Hills 
Community Park suff ering 
from injuries when deputies 
from the Chino Hills Police 
station arrived at the scene 
at approximately 6:30 p.m. 

She was struck by 
24-year-old Karolyn Rose 
Jaranilla of Chino Hills who 
was driving westbound on 
Eucalyptus, according to a 
press release from the Chi-
no Hills Police Department.

Ms. Bautista sustained 
major trauma and was trans-
ported to Pomona Valley 
Medical Center in Pomona. 
Ms. Jaranilla remained at the 
scene and cooperated with 
the investigation, according 
to the press release.

Last September, Juan Liu, 
a resident of China, was 
struck at approximately 8:45 
p.m. by a vehicle also driven 
by a 24-year-old and trans-
ported to Pomona Valley 
Hospital where she died a 
short time later.

Community reacts
Reaction was swift this 

week on Chino Hills neigh-
borhood social media pages 
after Kathy Wilkinson posted 
that she saw Ms. Bautista in 
the roadway during a walk 
with her dog.
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The intersection of Eucalyptus Avenue and Galloping Hills Road was the 
site of the second pedestrian accident in fi ve months on Monday when a 
33-year-old resident was hit be a vehicle.
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Students hold signs outside Butterfi eld Ranch Elementary in Chino Hills 
on Jan. 30, when nearly half of the students were kept home by their par-
ents that day and the next. Several parents told the Champion that the ac-
tion was taken to get the district, which receives state funding for student 
attendance, to respond to their concerns. 

Principal removed 'indefi nitely' following parent protests
By Dawn Marks 

Parents of Butterfi eld 
Ranch Elementary in Chi-
no Hills, where 24 tenured 
teachers have requested 
school transfers, were both 
disappointed and happy at a 
turn of events last week. 

Parents believe the teach-
ers wanted transfers be-
cause they had not been 
supported at the school by 
principal Al Bennett. 

Superintendent Norm En-
fi eld, associate superinten-
dent of instruction Grace 
Park, assistant superinten-
dent of human resources 
Richard Rideout, district 
staff , and a representative 
of the Associated Chino 
Teachers union, met on 
Friday, Jan. 31 with Butter-
fi eld Ranch teachers and 
assistant principal Vanessa 
Freedman.

The superintendent an-

nounced to school parents 
later in the day that principal 
Bennett would be out of the 
position “indefi nitely” eff ec-
tive Monday, Feb. 3.  

Mr. Bennett was replaced 
on Monday by Chino Valley 
district administrator Lau-
rie Warner, who had been 
principal of Eagle Canyon 
Elementary in Chino Hills 
before accepting a district 
position last year. 

Chino Valley school dis-
trict public relations director 
Imee Perius said Ms. War-
ner will be a temporary prin-
cipal of the school until the 
end of the 2019-20 school 
year and that she will not be 
hired as permanent for next 
school year. 

Some Butterfi eld parents 
on Jan. 31 also received 
letters from their assistant 
principal stating that their 

See PARENTS, Page A3

See VIRUS, Page A2

Lincoln Day closures listed
Chino Valley Unifi ed 

School District schools 
and offi  ces will be closed 
Monday, Feb. 10 in obser-
vance of President Abra-
ham Lincoln’s birthday.

Heights Christian 
School in Chino Hills will 
be closed that day be-
cause of a teacher work-
shop. Daycare will be of-
fered.

Other schools in the 
Chino Valley, including 
Allegiance STEAM Acad-
emy charter school in Chi-
no, Sycamore Academy 
charter school in Chino 
Hills, St. Margaret Mary 

Catholic School in Chino, 
and Ontario Christian ele-
mentary, middle and high 
schools in Ontario will be 
open for class on Monday. 

Federal, state, county 
and city offi  ces will be 
open that day.

Trash service in Chino 
and Chino Hills will not be 
delayed.

Banks, grocery stores 
and other retail stores will 
also be open. 

The offi  ces of Champion 
Newspapers and Chino 
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce will be open Mon-
day.

County: No local cases of Coronavirus
The San Bernardino 

County Department of Pub-
lic Health said there have 
been no cases of the novel 
(new) coronavirus reported 
in the county.

The department is work-
ing with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the California 
Department of Public Health 
to respond to recent reports 
about the virus, which has 
infected more than 31,000 
people in more than 25 
countries and caused more 
than 600 deaths, primarily 
in mainland China. 

There have been 12 con-

fi rmed cases reported in 
the United States, six of 
those in California. No cas-
es have been reported in 
San Bernardino County.

The virus is believed to 
have started in the city of 
Wuhan, China.

“There have been no con-
fi rmed coronavirus cases 
in San Bernardino County 
to date,” said Dr. Erin Gus-
tafson, San Bernardino 
County Assistant Health Of-
fi cer. “County Public Health 
continues to work closely 
with state and federal part-
ners to gather as much in-
formation as possible about 

this virus and prepare to 
respond. At this time, we 
urge the public to remain 
calm, as the health risk to 
the general public in our 
county continues to remain 
low. California state and lo-
cal health offi  cials are ac-
tively engaged in ensuring 
our residents remain safe 
and healthy.”

Coronaviruses are a large 
family of viruses that circu-
late mostly among animals, 
including camels, cats and 
bats. Common symptoms in 
an infected human include 

See ACCIDENT, Page A3
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