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Pressure on cities to address racial issues 

Anti-semitic remark lands fourth 
censure against fi re board member

Champion photo by Josh Thompson

Chino Valley Fire District board member Winn
Williams reads a statement Wednesday night be-
fore the board censured him for using an anti-
semitic remark at the June 10 meeting. 

By Josh Thompson
 
Chino Valley Fire Dis-

trict board member Winn 
Williams was censured 
Wednesday night for a 
fourth time since he took 
offi  ce in November 2018 
for using an anti-semitic re-
mark at the June 10 board 
meeting when talking about 
a fi re district attorney’s last 
name.

The previous three cen-
sures occurred in 2019 
when the board alleged 
that Mr. Williams violated 
several policies.

The board voted 4-1 to 
censure Mr. Williams for 
using the word “Jew” on 
June 10 when speaking to 
board vice president Sarah 
Ramos-Evinger about at-
torney Isaac Rosen. 

That meeting was video-
taped and is posted on the 

fi re district’s website — chi 
novalleyfi re.org. 

“Sarah, you asked me 
to resign on my second 
meeting,” he said on June 
10. “And then you made 
comments twice because 
I asked our attorney, who 
has a Jew name, if he cele-
brates Christmas. And you 
made a big deal out of that, 
but you don’t think a thing 
about asking me to resign 
on my second meeting.”

During Mr. Williams' ex-
planation of the comment, 
he mistakenly referred to 
Mr. Rosen as "Mr. Isaacs." 

He stated, “Back during 
the holidays, I asked Mr. 
(Rosen) if he celebrated 
Christmas. That was the 
statement that I asked Mr. 
(Rosen),” Mr. Williams said. 
“I like Mr. (Rosen), he has 
always been professional 
and courteous to me, and 

unlike Jeff  Ballanger (an-
other fi re district attorney), 
I think he is ethical and 
confi dent. I wanted to know 
if Mr. (Rosen) celebrated 
Christmas so I can wish 
him a Merry Christmas or 
wish him well for whatever 
holiday he celebrated.”

Mr. Williams, who said 
his grandmother is Jewish, 
stated that since Mr. Rosen 
has a Jewish or Hebrew 
name, he did not want to 
assume he celebrated 
Christmas. 

“If he was off ended by 
my comments at the last 
meeting, or me asking if 
he celebrated Christmas, 
I would appreciate it if he 
would let me know and I 
would gladly apologize to 
him,” Mr. Williams said. “I 
certainly don’t owe anyone 

See BOARD, Page A4

Pregnancy in pandemic results in healthy twins
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Allison and Mark Keck are relieved and joyful  
to have given birth to healthy twin boys despite 
a high-risk pregnancy during a pandemic. They 
are shown with Mikah, 3, who is the big brother.

Having twins in the middle 
of a global health pandemic 
was an anxious journey for 
Chino residents Allison and 
Mark Keck.

Just days before fi nding 
out she was pregnant, Mrs. 
Keck lost her father-in-law, 
David Richard Keck, with 
whom she had a special 
bond, especially after suf-
fering a pregnancy loss last 
summer.

“We felt this pregnancy 
was a blessing in a very dark 
and painful time,” Mrs. Keck 
said. “He always wanted us 
to have more than just two 
children, so we felt like this 
was his way of showing he 
was here with us.”

Not long after the preg-
nancy discovery, the Kecks 
found out during an ultra-
sound they were having 
twin boys.

“I was in complete and to-
tal shock,” Mrs. Keck said. 
“It took a few weeks to wrap 
my head around it.”

Her husband said the 
news of twins was a bless-
ing in a dark time. “I was 
excited from the moment I 
heard the doctor say there 
were two heartbeats to the 
moment of their birth,” Mr. 
Keck said.

As Mrs. Keck progressed 
in her pregnancy, she was di-
agnosed with gestational dia-
betes, a high-risk type of dia-
betes that causes high blood 
sugar in pregnant women. 

“Being high-risk with twins 
during this pandemic was 
scary enough,” said Mrs. 
Keck. “But going to appoint-
ments alone, worrying about 
getting sick and bringing 
babies into this world at a 
time like this was even more 
stressful.”

Mrs. Keck took the stay-at-
home order seriously.

“She only left the house 
for appointments,” Mr. Keck 
said. “She was very cau-
tious.”

She was able to spend 
quality time with her 3-year-
old son Mikah and prepare 
him for the arrival of two 
brothers.

When the time came for the 
babies to be born, the Kecks 
headed to Pomona Valley 
Hospital Medical Center’s 

Women’s Center. Even with 
the high risk of having twins 
during a pandemic, Mrs. 
Keck said she knew she 
was in great hands.

She got tested for COV-
ID-19 when she checked in 
and the results came back 
within an hour.

“Being tested right off  the 
bat made me feel more 
comfortable,” she said. 
“Just knowing how cautious 
everyone was at the hospi-
tal helped me with my anxi-
eties.”

Mr. Keck said he was 
extremely thankful to learn 
he would be in the delivery 
room with his wife. “She 
was nervous to go through 
it alone and I wanted to be 
there for her for all of it,” he 
said.

On Sunday, May 17 the 
twins were born six minutes 
apart. They were named 
Mitchell Dirk and Maver-
ick David, after her late 
father-in-law David Richard 
Keck, whose nickname was 
“Dirk.”

The couple took their 
babies home May 19 with 
Mikah waiting to meet his 
brothers.

The family attends East-
vale Vantage Point Church.

By Marianne Napoles
About a dozen residents, 

mainly young adults, have 
attended the last two Chino 
Hills council meetings ask-
ing for a police department 
forum on the safety of black 
residents, a cultural af-
fairs committee to increase 
awareness on black history, 
and more police training on 
racial basis.

Capt. John Walker of the 
Chino Hills Police Depart-
ment said he is in the pro-
cess of designing a town 
hall meeting to address the 
concerns.

He said he would prefer to 
have an in-person meeting 
and suggested the Chino 
Hills Community Center be-
cause 70 people could be 
accommodated with social 

distancing. 
The Community Center 

is still closed but will be 
re-evaluated by the city for 
re-opening on July 5 along 
with other closed facilities, 
depending on where the 
state and county stand in 
the reopening phases.

Resident Emily Whitmore 
conveyed in an email that 
the #8cantwait should be 
used as a bare minimum 
standard and the fl ier sent 
out by the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment that addressed each 
proposal was thoughtful but 
dismissive of widespread 
systemic problems in the 
country. 

At the last meeting, resi-
dents asked Capt. Walker 
to address the #8cantwait 
campaign which are eight 

demands organized by 
Black Lives Matter groups 
on how to reduce police vio-
lence.

Ms. Whitmore said the 
city’s law enforcement con-
tract of $15.9 million should 
be re-evaluated to better al-
locate funds into community 
services and development.

“This does not mean to 
drain police funds, but in-
stead look critically at how 
we can improve our com-
munity to prevent crime,” 
she said.

Taking action
Elizabeth Selters, who 

formed an “anti-racism run-
ning club” that will have its 
fi rst meeting Sunday at Chi-
no Hills Community Park 
(see Page B3) said many 
residents have voiced con-
cerns about racial unrest 

in the country and want to 
know how the City of Chino 
Hills will address it.

Brad Goldman said he 
was disturbed about a racial 
slur from a fi re board mem-
ber (see this page) and an 
online Zoom panel featuring 
black leaders disrupted by 
a racist incident (see Here 
and There page B4).

“We must acknowledge 
racism and denounce it in 
all its forms,” he said. “We 
must speak out and lead.”

Jim Gallagher said he 
wants the City of Chino Hills 
to follow the San Bernardi-
no County Board of Super-
visors’ lead when it passed 
a resolution Tuesday de-
claring racism as a public 
health crisis and forming a 
committee to address the 
eff ects of racism in health 

care, law enforcement and 
economic opportunity.

Supervisor Curt Hagman 
said San Bernardino is the 
fi rst county in California, 
and possibly the state, to 
declare racism as a public 
health crisis.

Adding “equity” as an 
11th vision in the county-
wide vision plan will set the 
future for residents going 
forward, Mr. Hagman said.

Ata Khan of Chino Hills 
asked the council to play a 
leadership role to address 
systemic racism, form an 
ad hoc committee on cul-
tural aff airs and direct the 
city’s legislative action 
committee to analyze bills 
on police reforms and repa-
rations.

Resident Ronnie Guyer 

By Dawn Marks
Chino City Council mem-

bers appeared unconvinced 
by arguments made by sev-
eral young adults at the June 
16 meeting who called for a 
diversion of funds from the 
Chino Police Department to 
social service programs. 

The police budget was in-
cluded in the overall 2020-21 
Chino city budget (see police 
budget story on this page.) 

The budget was approved 
unanimously by the council 
who joined Mayor Eunice  
Ulloa in stating that the Chi-
no Police Department is not 
only necessary for the com-
munity, but is doing a great 
job.   

Issues raised  
The young adults said they 

wanted funding for the police 
to be reallocated to various 
social service programs to 
benefi t youth, mental health, 
housing, the homeless, and 
schools. 

A speaker named Gladys 
told the council there was 

a “social awakening where 
light is being shed on deeply 
embedded racism.” 

She wants money reallo-
cated to services that ben-
efi t black, indigenous and 
people of color. 

Gladys said the $874,000 
allocated to the police gang 
unit is unnecessary. 

A speaker named Chel-
sea said money was being 
wasted on a private gym 
and shooting range.  

Chino resident Carissa 
Ramirez said while she was 
a student at Chino High she 
and her brother were ap-
proached by Chino Police 
with guns drawn. 

The police had responded 
to a call from a resident who 
saw them outside while they 
were fi lming a video, she 
said. 

Priscilla Shuo said re-
sponsibilities to solve soci-
etal problems should not be 
put on the police.  

“We have a for-profi t pris-

See HILLS, Page A2

See CHINO, Page A2
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Devera Kingwill of Chino Hills (second from left) organized a community 
donation effort for the Chino Hills Police Department through social media 
and received 300 supportive comments. Volunteers joined Mrs. Kingwill to 
deliver 50 thank you notes, and hundreds of snacks, candy, Gatorade and 
water to the police station on Peyton Drive Wednesday morning. She said 
the effort was made to counter the current “hatred shown to police offi cers” 
and to confi rm that the “silent majority in Chino Hills support the police.”

Salary

costs are 

73.6%

of police

budget
By Marianne Napoles
The Chino Police Depart-

ment fi scal year 2020-2021 
budget of $43,578,529 was 
approved by the Chino City 
Council June 16 funding 
118 sworn offi  cers, a SWAT 
team, crisis negotiations 
team, mobile fi eld force
team, criminal investiga-
tions bureau, K-9 Unit, gang
investigators, narcotics offi  -
cers and a full service traffi  c 
unit that includes six motor
offi  cers, collision investiga-
tors and a commercial en-
forcement offi  cer, according
to Police Chief Wes Sim-
mons.

The budget includes two
additional offi  cers over last 
year’s budget, the chief
said. The city received ap-
proval for a Federal COPS 
hiring grant that will provide
75 percent of the funding for 

See BUDGET, Page A3


