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Metal detector installed at fi re board meetings

Champion  photo by Josh Thompson

Chino Valley Fire District spent $4,000 on a por-
table metal detector, which will be used prior to 
board meetings amid allegations board mem-
ber Winn Williams harasses staff members and 
shows up to fi re district headquarters unan-
nounced. 

liams allegedly defi ed the 
rules of his censure, includ-
ing showing up at fi re dis-
trict headquarters without 
fi rst getting approval from 
the chief.

Mr. Williams was in the 
parking lot of the fi re ad-
ministration building in 
Chino Hills on May 30 and 
shouted at two district staff  
members in a loud manner 
as they went to their cars. 
Chief Shackelford said. 

The chief also claimed Mr. 
Williams threw two folders 
at him that night as the fi re 
board member left early for 
a special meeting at the fi re 
district training center.

The chief recalled a June 
3 incident, alleging Mr. Wil-
liams knocked on glass at 
the fi re district’s headquar-
ters in an aggressive man-
ner, and later shouted at 
the chief, making accusa-
tions and derogatory state-
ments. 

When Mr. Williams was 
told that a June 5 luncheon 
for a retiring deputy chief 
was a non-public event, the 
fi re board member report-
edly said, “I will be there” 
and law enforcement of-
fi cials would have to “haul 
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Southbound 71 Freeway traffi c comes to a stop at Butterfi eld Ranch Road 
after a June 12 fatal accident. Caltrans will install warning signs on the 
freeway near Pine Avenue in the next 30 to 60 days.

 Caltrans to install signs after fatal 71 accident
By Marianne Napoles
Caltrans will install three 

signs with fl ashing beacons 
on the southbound 71 Free-
way with the words “Watch 
for Stopped Vehicles” in the 
next 30 to 60 days.

The signs will be installed 
approximately 550 feet 
south of the Pine Avenue 
overcrossing, 1,500 feet 
south of the fi rst sign, and 
1,500 feet south of the sec-
ond sign.

The third sign will be 
north of the Euclid Avenue 
overcrossing.

The “freeway ends” signs 
will be supplemented with 
the words “freeway ends in 
1.5 miles” signs and fl ash-
ing beacons will be added, 
according to Terri Kasinga, 
chief of public aff airs for 
Caltrans District 8.

Currently there are no 
warning signs for stopped 
vehicles, she said.

Chino Hills Mayor Cyn- See SIGNS, Page  A2

thia Moran called a meet-
ing with Caltrans District 8 
offi  cials Monday at city hall 
because of a fatal accident 
involving a box truck and 
four vehicles June 12.

The driver failed to stop 
for slowing traffi  c on south-
bound 71 near Butterfi eld 
Ranch Road, an area that 
consistently backs up as 
motorists merge onto the 
91 Freeway.

The driver’s action 
caused the crash that took 
the lives of a Chino Hills 
resident and her mother, 
according to investigators.

Expedite
Mayor Moran, the city 

manager, the public works 
director and Councilman 
Peter Rogers, met with Cal-
trans District 8 director Mi-
chael Beauchamp and his 
deputy directors.

Also in attendance were 
Chino Hills Police Captain 

Quakes have little eff ect in Chino Valley
By Brenda Dunkle

Seconds after two ma-
jor earthquakes hit the 
Ridgecrest area last week, 
residents in the Chino Valley 
experienced a long, rolling 
sensation from the quakes’ 
reverberation, but no damage 
or injuries, according to local 
police.

A 6.4 quake hit approxi-

mately 11 miles from the 
high desert community of 
Ridgecrest at 10:33 a.m. 
Thursday, July 4. It is con-
sidered a foreshock to a 7.1 
quake that hit the same area 
at 8:19 p.m. Friday, July 5.

Ridgecrest and nearby Tro-
na, more than 150 miles north 
of Los Angeles, were hard hit, 
with damage to many homes 
and businesses, buckled 

roadways, and a few homes 
that caught fi re because of 
ruptured utility lines. There 
were some injuries, and at 
least one death is now being 
thought to have been caused 
by the 6.4 quake.

The Ridgecrest area has 
experienced hundreds of af-
tershocks, some as high as 3 
and 4 and even a 5.5 on the 
Richter magnitude scale. The 

latest sizable quake hit just at 
6:11 a.m. Friday, measuring 
a 4.9. Caltech offi  cials have 
said the aftershocks could 
continue for months and even 
years and could be felt hun-
dreds of miles from the epi-
center.

Earthquake supplies
Employees at the two 

Home Depot stores in Chino 
reported an increase in cus-

tomers seeking emergency 
backpacks and braces for 
water heaters following the 
earthquakes. 

An employee at the Dollar 
Tree on Central Avenue in 
Chino said more batteries, 
fl ashlights and canned goods 
had been sold following the 
quakes, and the manager 

See QUAKES, Page A2

Peter Rogers named Outstanding Chino Valley Citizen
Chino Hills Councilman 

Peter Rogers has been 
named Champion News-
papers’ 2019 Outstanding 
Chino Valley Citizen and 
will be honored Thursday, 
July 18 at Los Serranos 
Country Club, 15656 Yorba 
Ave., Chino Hills.

The event will take place 
5 to 8 p.m. during the Chino 
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce’s Business Awards 
and Recognition Dinner.

Mr. Rogers, who has been 
on the city council since 
2006 and served as mayor 
three times, has been the 

driving force of the Chino 
Hills Community Founda-
tion raising more than $1 
million for the Chino Hills 
Branch Library, playground 
equipment for Los Serra-
nos Park, trail markers and 
kiosks for the trail system, 
adaptive swings for parks 
and recreation scholar-
ships.

Mr. Rogers was instru-
mental in instituting the 
foundation’s biggest fund-
raiser, the Wine Walk, which 
brings in about $60,000 per 
year.

He founded the Chino 

Hills Arts Committee in 
2013 which has produced 
art exhibits, concerts, au-
thor talks, an opera and 
plays.

Mr. Rogers will be fea-
tured in the July 20 edition 
of the Champion.

Chamber business 
awards will be presented, 
and new chamber offi  cers 
will be installed at the din-
ner.

Tickets to the dinner are 
$59 per person and may 
be purchased at chinoval-
leychamberofcommerce.
com/installation-gala.

Chino Hills City Councilman Peter Rogers has
been named the Champion's 2019 Outstanding
Chino Valley citizen.

Record number of illegal fi reworks seized
By Josh Thompson
While the number of fi re-

works-related citations was 
down by more than 50 per-
cent, the number of pounds 
of illegal fi reworks seized by 
law enforcement offi  cers this 
year set a new record.

Prior to July 4, offi  cers in 
Chino and Chino Hills con-
fi scated 3,360 pounds of il-
legal fi reworks and added 
another 130 pounds on the 
holiday, breaking the record 

of 2,210 pounds seized last 
year. 

The seized fi reworks will 
be sent to the Ontario Fire 
Department for proper dis-
posal, fi re offi  cials said.

Offi  cers in Chino issued 
40 citations on July 4 for 
possessing or using illegal 
fi reworks, down from the 95 
written in 2018. 

Off enders face a $1,000 
fi ne.

In Chino Hills, two citations 
were written, and a third 

citation is pending. There 
were three citations issued a 
year ago. In 2015, 2016 and 
2017, no citations had been 
written in Chino Hills where 
all fi reworks are illegal.

Chino Valley Fire District 
fi refi ghters responded to 10 
fi reworks-related fi res on 
July 4, all in the city of Chino.

Vegetation fi res were re-
ported at 6741 Angelina 
Court, 13378 Noble Place 
and 6197 Eucalyptus Ave., 
according to fi re district 

spokeswoman Massiel Lad-
ron De Guevara.

She said trash container 
fi res were reported at 5958 
Notre Dame Ave., 8438 
Weather Wood St., Central 
Avenue and College Park 
Avenue and Webster and 
Franklin courts. 

A fence caught fi re at 
13254 Breton Ave., and a 
fi re took place in the front 
yard of a home at 4986 F 
St., Mrs. De Guevara said.

She added there were no 

fi reworks-related injuries re-
ported. 

In 2018, there were three 
injures related to fi reworks.

Chino police said they re-
sponded to 25 percent less 
calls regarding fi reworks
than in 2018. 

That year, there were 272
fi reworks-related calls to
dispatch.

There were 36 fi reworks-
related calls in Chino Hills, 
according to Capt. John
Walker.

By Josh Thompson
Believing twice-censured 

Fire Board member Winn 
Williams’ behavior is grow-
ing more aggressive to-
wards fi re district staff , 
Chief Tim Shackelford had 
a portable metal detec-
tor stationed in the district 
lobby for use before board 
meetings.

The metal detector cost 
$4,000. It was paid for from 
the chief’s annual $25,000 
discretionary fund. 

The chief said the metal 
detector will not be used on 
a day-to-day basis, but only 
to screen everyone attend-
ing a board meeting, includ-
ing the fi ve fi re board mem-
bers, fi re district staff  and 
the public.

Fire board members were 
told at least six weeks ago 
that the metal detector 
would be in place beginning 
at Wednesday’s meeting, 
Chief Shackelford said. 

“One of my most signifi -
cant responsibilities is to 
provide for the safety of our 
personnel,” the chief told 
the board during a public 
meeting Wednesday night. 
“The security screening was 
implemented due to the be-

havior of Director Williams.”
Mr. Williams, who was 

elected to the board in No-
vember and had censures 
placed on him by the board 
in February and June, 
called the metal detectors 
ridiculous. 

“What you are doing is a 
waste of money and you 
know it’s a waste of mon-
ey,” Mr. Williams told Chief 
Shackelford. “You are try-
ing to make something out 
of nothing. There was never 
an incident. I don’t like what 
you are doing to me and I’ll 
be damn certain that I’d tell 
you that."

Chief Shackelford said Mr. 
Williams was turned away 
at the metal detector by se-
curity prior to the board’s 
closed session meeting 
around 4:15 p.m. Wednes-
day because he was carry-
ing a pocketknife. 

“He stated (to the security 
offi  cer) ‘I thought you were 
just checking for guns.’ Mr. 
Williams then left, put the 
knife in his vehicle and was 
then allowed to enter the 
board room,” Chief Shack-
elford told the fi re board at 
its meeting.

Chief Shackelford pointed 
out three times in the last 
two months where Mr. Wil-
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