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State of
the City
Mayor Brian 
Johsz will 
present the
Chino Hills 
State of the City 
on Zoom.
Page B1

Chino
budget
The fi scal year
2021-22 budget
is studied
at a workshop.
Page B1

Masks still 
mandatory
San Bernardino 
County still 
requires residents 
to wear masks 
while indoors.  
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Cowboys 
take the title
Chino High boys’ 
basketball 
captures its fi rst 
league title since 
1979, winning the 
Mt. Baldy League 
Thursday night 
with an 9-1 record.
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Sitting 
them down
Ayala High 
softball pitcher 
Emily Leavitt 
strikes out 31 
Glendora hitters 
in 14 innings 
during the 
Bulldogs’ 2-0 
victory. 
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Investigators with the California Highway Patrol and the Chino Police Department survey the 
scene after a Chino police patrol unit and a Union Pacifi c train collided at 3:15 p.m. Tuesday in the 
12500 block of Roswell Avenue in Chino. The unidentifi ed offi cer was hospitalized with minor 
injuries and was later released.

Chino offi  cer hurt after patrol car, train collide
By Josh Thompson
A Chino police offi  cer 

suff ered non-life threaten-
ing injuries Tuesday after-
noon when his patrol car 
and a train collided in the 
12500 block of Roswell Av-
enue, just south of Walnut 
Avenue in Chino.

The name of the offi  cer 
was not disclosed. 

“We generally do not 

release the names of the 
people involved in traffi  c 
collisions,” Chief Wes Sim-
mons said Wednesday. “I 
can share that the offi  cer 
has been with our depart-
ment for just over a year 
and half and was released 
from the hospital last night 
after receiving treatment 
for minor injuries to the 
leg. On a personal note, I 
am grateful the offi  cer was 

not more seriously hurt.”
The police offi  cer was 

among several offi  cers re-
sponding to a traffi  c colli-
sion that was reported at 
Roswell and Schaefer av-
enues at 3:15 p.m., said 
City of Chino spokeswom-
an Vivian Castro.

“While responding to a 
call for service, a solo of-
fi cer in a marked unit col-
lided with a Union Pacifi c 

train while the unit was 
southbound on Roswell 
Avenue,” the spokeswom-
an said.

The offi  cer was treated 
at the scene by Chino Val-
ley Fire District paramed-
ics before being taken to 
an undisclosed hospital, 
Mrs. Castro said.

She said the offi  cer suf-
fered minor injuries. No 

See POLICE, Page A3

Illegal 
street
racing 
surges

By Marianne Napoles
When the sound of revving 

engines reverberate in the 
night, Chino Valley residents 
know that a “road race” is oc-
curring.  

The screeching is not only 
being heard around town, but 
across the country. 

Illegal street racing began 
surging nationwide during the 
pandemic when the streets 
were empty, creating prime 
speedway conditions for
daredevils. 

The Chino Hills Police 
Department has seen an in-
crease in racing on the 71 
Freeway and is working with 
the California Highway Patrol 
to aid with the observations, 
said Cpl. Nick Seybert, who 
heads the traffi  c division.

“The area most aff ected in 
Chino Hills appears to be the 
shopping centers near the 71 
Freeway near the Chino and 
Chino Hills border,” he said. 

There have been 18 calls 
for service in the past year on 
street racing.

In Chino, most of the street 
racing is taking place on long, 
straight roads with less traffi  c 
such as Euclid and Kimball 
avenues, and industrial ar-
eas, according to Sgt. Jesus 
Jacquez of the Chino Police 
Department. 

“For the most part, the 
subjects who are typically 

Cell tower and equipment parking built on edge of trail

Garden parties gathering and planting in Chino Hills
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Bobby Hunt and his fi ance Leticia Gallarzo stand in front of a raised garden bed that can fi t 32 
plants. The posts will support a shade structure to protect the plants from the hot summer sun.

By Marianne Napoles
A little known group of 

283 residents have formed 
the Chino Hills Gardening 
Club. 

They exchange seeds, 
trade crops, and occasion-
ally meet for workshops at 
the demonstration garden 
planted by the city on Valle 
Vista Avenue at Bayberry 
Drive, south of Tall Oak.

Chino Hills resident Bob-
by Hunt created the group 
on the NextDoor app in 
December, and it grew to 
almost 300 members in a 
few months. 

The group’s fi rst meeting 
was held in February at the 
demonstration garden. 

“We plant a couple of 
beds each meeting,” he 
said. “I’ve learned tons of 
stuff  from the club.”

Mr. Hunt has been pas-
sionate about gardening 
for the past fi ve years. 

You can’t miss his house 
on Valle Vista Avenue. He 
built a large raised planter 
where he is growing mari-
golds, tomatoes, squash, 
cucumbers, eggplant, ba-
sil, dill, and sage. 

See GARDEN, Page A2

See RACING, Page A3

ABOVE: A split-face block parking enclosure for equipment vehicles juts
into the pathway on the Madrugada Trail. Climbing vines will be planted 
to screen it from view.

LEFT: The 60-foot high cell tower under construction on the Madrugada
Trail in Chino Hills includes an equipment enclosure shown at right of the
cell tower and a parking enclosure on the edge of the trail. 

See Story, Page A3 


