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Knife-wielding suspect dies after deputy-involved shooting
By Josh Thompson
A man allegedly armed 

with two knives and threat-
ening to kill people died at 
a Pomona hospital after 
he was shot by Chino Hills 
sheriff ’s deputies Tuesday 
night on Pipeline Avenue, 
south of Chino Hills Park-
way in Chino Hills.

Jose Javier Gonzalez, 

52, of Chino Hills, died at 
12:29 a.m. Wednesday at 
Pomona Valley Hospital 
Medical Center, according 
to Sgt. Scott Thies.

Deputies were called at 
7:47 p.m. to the area of 
Pipeline and Descanso av-
enues after multiple people 
reported a man possibly 
under the infl uence carry-
ing two knives and walking 

in and out of traffi  c lanes.
“He was uncooperative 

and continued to make 
threats to kill people, while 
being in close proxim-
ity to a densely populated 
residential and commercial 
area,” Sgt. Thies said. 

“As deputies attempted 
to de-escalate the situa-
tion, Mr. Gonzalez ignored 
deputies’ commands to 

drop his weapon.”
Deputies fi red several 

less-lethal rounds at the 
man, who refused to drop 
the knives, the sergeant 
added.

Seconds later, the armed 
man reportedly ran towards 
a deputy and was shot. 

He was taken into cus-
tody and transported by 
ambulance to the hospital, 

Sgt. Thies said.
Northbound lanes of 

Pipeline Avenue, south of 
Chino Hills Parkway, were 
closed until late Wednes-
day morning to allow de-
tectives to investigate. 

Anyone with information 
about the incident can call 
the Chino Hills Police De-
partment at 364-2000.  

A major paving project on 
the 60 Freeway and work on 
one of three freeway over-
pass bridges to be replaced 
in Chino will begin Monday. 

The California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) 
projects, along with two 
other interchange projects, 
have been dubbed the “60 
Swarm” by Caltrans because 
all will be under construction 
within approximately the 
same time period.

The $134 million freeway 

project will replace pave-
ment slabs along the 60 
Freeway from Euclid Avenue 
in Ontario to the 60/91/215 
junction in Riverside, up-
grade Americans with Dis-
ability Act access points and 
repave the on and off  ramps 
within the project limits. 

That project is expected 
to be complete in fall 2021, 
weather permitting.

The $23 million bridge 
project will replace bridge 
overcrossings on Pipeline, 

Monte Vista and Benson av-
enues along the 60 Freeway 
in Chino, bringing them up to 
current state standards by 
raising the vertical clearance 
and adding one lane in each 
direction.

Work on the Pipeline 
bridge is expected to begin 
Monday. When that project 
is completed, work will begin 
on the Monte Vista bridge 
and then the Benson Avenue 
bridge.

The total project is expect-

ed to be completed by fall 
2021, weather permitting.

Freeway closures
Caltrans is alerting mo-

torists that full directional 
closures on the freeway will 
be held over a period of 15 
weekends, beginning with 
the fi rst closure on Friday, 
July 26. 

Full closure of the east-
bound 60 Freeway, includ-
ing all eastbound on and off  
ramps, between the I-15 and 
the 60/91/215 Junction in 

Riverside will be held eight 
weekends from 10 p.m. Fri-
day to 5 a.m. Monday, July 
26 through Sept. 23 (exclud-
ing Labor Day weekend). 
There will be no eastbound 
access during this closure. 
Motorists may use the west-
bound 60 Freeway to access 
local on and off  ramps.

Full closure of the west-
bound 60 Freeway, includ-

Outstanding Citizen: Mr. Rogers loves his neighborhood
By Marianne Napoles
Peter Rogers had to cut off  

an interview with the Cham-
pion at his home Monday 
afternoon when the doorbell 
rang. The fi rst volunteer had 
arrived for a Wine Walk fund-
raising meeting and several 
more residents were on the 
way.

The Chino Hills council-
man was being interviewed 
at his Carbon Canyon home 
for his selection as the 2019 
Outstanding Chino Valley 
Citizen for his service to the 
community.

He was recognized Thurs-
day during the Chino Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Business Awards and Rec-
ognition Dinner at Los Ser-
ranos Country Club.

The three-time mayor, a 
professional photographer 
who has traveled the world 
on assignment, is known for 
volunteerism, leadership on 
the Chino Hills Community 
Foundation that includes the 

successful Wine Walk fund-
raiser, and a civic to-do list 
that includes 13 committees.

His 11-year chairmanship 
of the Foundation, which 
he co-founded, has raised 
$1.1 million for community 
causes including library en-
hancements, playground 
equipment for the future Los 
Serranos Park, recreation 
scholarships, trails improve-
ments, and adaptive swings.

‘Kidspeak’
Mr. Rogers enjoys instill-

ing volunteerism in students, 
and as mayor in 2013, he 
vowed to speak to every el-
ementary school, junior high, 
and high school in Chino 
Hills, which he accomplished 
with one month to spare 
when his term ended the fol-
lowing year.

He continues this passion 
as often as he can squeeze it 
into a schedule that includes 
working 30 hours a week for 
County Supervisor Curt Hag-
man, also a former mayor 
and councilman for Chino 

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles
Peter Rogers stands in “the pit,” a niche in his home where 37 family 
photos are displayed, beginning when his fi rst son, Christopher, was 9 
months old. One family photo is taken per year.  He said it’s the room 
most frequented by visitors.

Hills.
“Kids ask me all the time if I 

studied to become a mayor,” 
he said. “I tell them that I had 

no clue I would ever become 
a mayor. It evolved into that 
position because of volun-
teerism.”

Mr. Rogers and his wife of 
42 years Merry fell in love 

Measure G school projects underway this summer
By Dawn Marks 

Measure G school fa-
cilities projects are gaining 
traction this summer in the 
Chino Valley school district. 

The $750 million school 
construction and modern-
ization bond was approved 
by voters in November 
2016.

Director of Planning Bev-
erly Beemer said facilities 
staff  have been pushing 
hard for the heavy construc-
tion to be complete before 
schools reopen on Aug. 12. 

A project to install new 
heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning in the kitchen 
and in the gym at Ayala High 
in Chino Hills will be fi nished 
in time, she said. These 
areas did not have HVAC 
when the school was built. 

Construction of a two-
story science building at 
Ayala is about 45 days be-
hind schedule because of 
the heavy winter rains, but 

workers are catching up, 
Ms. Beemer said. 

Each of the 14 classrooms 
will be fully equipped labs 
for Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS).

The target date for build-
ing occupancy is late spring 
of 2020.  

After the new science 
building is complete, mod-
ernization will begin on the 
northwest part of the school. 

Ms. Beemer said it won’t 
be necessary to add addi-
tional portable classrooms 
because the new science 
building will act as “swing 
space” for classrooms being 
modernized.

A new performing arts 
center for Ayala is in the 
master plan, but it is not yet 
on the schedule. 

The school board set pri-
orities for the Measure G 
funds in 2017, based upon 
modernization eligibility and 
the master plan, Ms. Beem-
er said.

Court to re-examine Oxford's charter school petition
By Dawn Marks 

A fourth district state ap-
peals court ruled July 11 that 
Oxford Preparatory Acade-
my’s charter renewal petition 
will be re-examined in San 
Bernardino Superior Court 
under new guidelines. 

The new ruling calls for the 
case to go back to the lower 
court for reconsideration of 
Oxford’s 2016 Chino charter 
petition and entitles the char-
ter school to recover its ap-
peal costs. 

On Thursday, the Chino 
Valley school board autho-
rized legal counsel to fi le a 
petition for a rehearing in 
the Court of Appeal and for 
review in the California Su-
preme Court. 

Irene Blair, Christina Gag-

Champion fi le photo by Dawn Marks
A recent court ruling has re-ignited attention on Oxford Preparatory Acade-
my charter school, pictured here before Allegiance STEAM Academy charter 
school took over the site in summer 2018.   

nier and Joe Schaff er voted 
yes and James Na and An-
drew Cruz were opposed.  

In a separate vote, the 
board unanimously agreed 
to pay Oxford’s attorney fees 
and costs per the settlement. 

The court decision comes 
two years after the K-8 char-
ter school was shut down in 
Chino, aff ecting 1,213 stu-
dents.

Jill Marks, executive direc-
tor of Oxford’s campus in 
Mission Viejo said, “Oxford 
Preparatory Academy (OPA) 
is pleased with the Court of 
Appeal’s decision. Unfortu-
nately, it will do very little to 
restore what was lost when it 
was forced to close the Chi-

See MEASURE, Page A2
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Construction workers prep the ground where concrete will soon be poured 
for a two-story science building under construction at Ayala High in Chi-
no Hills. The building is expected to be completed for occupancy by late 
spring 2020. 

The board had designat-
ed $208 million for the fi rst 
round of projects and a sec-
ond allocation of about the 

same amount is planned for 
the end of this year or the 
beginning of next.

Chino High

Reconstruction work be-
gan last year at Chino High. 
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