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Home and 
Garden
Tips to improve 
your house and 
garden can 
be found in the 
Champion’s 
special section in 
today’s paper. 
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Chino
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PIO
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the fi eld
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football team opens 
its shortened 2021 
season with a 38-14 
victory over 
Temescal Canyon 
Thursday night.
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Al McCombs, newspaper legend 
of the Chino Valley, dies at 91

Allen P. McCombs, pub-
lisher emeritus of Champion 
Newspapers who shaped the 
Chino Valley community for 
64 years, died Friday, March 
12, 2021 at Inland Christian 
Home in Ontario from com-
plications of pneumonia.

At 91, Mr. McCombs was 
still driving to work to over-
see the opinion page and to 
pen his long-running “Roll-
top Roundup” column for 
the newspaper he loved and 
owned from 1956 to 2017.

His fi nal column was pub-
lished last month.

He became publisher 
emeritus in 2006, naming 
Bruce Wood as publisher, 
who retired to Texas in 2017.

Mr. McCombs sold the 
Champion in 2017 to Will 
Fleet and Ralph Alldredge of 
Golden State Newspapers.

First Amendment
Mr. McCombs was well 

known for “prodding” govern-
ment offi  cials to adhere to 
open meetings laws under 
the Brown Act and defend-
ing the freedom of press as a 
safeguard of liberty.

For his eff orts, he was 
awarded the fi rst Freedom of 
Information Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in 2005 from the 
California Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (CNPA), 
of which he served as presi-
dent in 1982.

He was a founding member 
of the California First Amend-
ment Coalition and was pres-
ident of the California Press 
Association (Cal Press) for 
which he received the news-
paper executive of the year 
award in 1997 and its Philip 
N. McCombs Achievement 
Award in 2014.

The award was created in 
memory of Mr. McCombs’ 
father who was Cal Press 
secretary-treasurer for three 
decades and owner of Allen’s 
Press Clipping Bureau that 
provided newspaper clip-
pings to clients.

“Before the internet, the bu-
reau served as a browser for 
information,” Mr. McCombs 
previously said. 

He was a sustaining sup-
porter of Cal Press and fund-
ed an annual internship grant 
named for his father.

Mr. Fleet described Mr. Mc-
Combs as a strong and high-
ly respected voice among 
California publishers for free-
dom of information and the 
First Amendment.

“Al McCombs was not only 
a tremendously successful 
newspaperman, he was a 
true community leader who 
made enormous contribu-
tions to help make our town a 
better place,” Mr. Fleet said. 
“Although some shout from 
the sidelines, Al chose to put 
himself directly in the game, 
and the Chino Valley is much 
better for it.”

Town historian
Another passion of Mr. Mc-

Combs was sharing his love 
of history with the community. 

He made countless pre-
sentations to clubs and orga-
nizations and gave teachers 
an orientation on the history 
of Chino Valley at the begin-
ning of each school year for 
many years.

His Rolltop Roundup col-
umns were famous for their 
accounts of the history of Chi-
no Valley and in earlier years, 
his vacation experiences in 
each of the 50 states, which 
he either visited or passed 
through, and various coun-
tries around the world.

He was a life member of 
the Chino Valley and Chino 
Hills historical societies.

During a presentation to 
the Chino Hills Historical So-
ciety in 2014, the audience 
burst into laughter when he 
showed an old photo of a 
rundown, three-bed Chino 
city jail from days gone by 
and said, “the jail housed 
drunks who were fed by fam-
ily members through open-
ings in the building.”

More laughter when he 
remarked, “The jail is still in 
Chino, on 11th and B streets.”

Berkeley native
Mr. McCombs was born 

Aug. 8, 1929 in Oakland and 
grew up in Berkeley, gradu-
ating from Berkeley High 
School in 1947. He worked 
for numerous newspapers 

Allen McCombs at his desk inside his offi ce at the Chino Valley Champion, a newspaper he owned for 
more than 61 years and remained as publisher emeritus when he sold the paper in 2017. Spread across 
his desk are clippings, notes, and various cartoons from which he selected one per week for his opinion 
page. Mr. McCombs died March 12 from complications of pneumonia. 
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Allen McCombs, right, shakes hands with then-Champion owner Dick Blankenburg after Mr. Mc-
Combs purchased the Chino Champion on Oct. 1, 1956, a newspaper he would own through Jan. 31, 
2017. Pictured with the two men are Mr. McCombs’ wife Gretchen, and Mr. Blankenburg’s wife Lois. 
Al and Gretchen McCombs were leaders in the Chino Valley community for decades. 

Photo by Sam Matthews/Tracy Press
President Ronald Reagan and Al McCombs share
a laugh during a National Newspaper Associa-
tion reception in the White House in the 1980s. 

ABOVE LEFT: A young Allen McCombs sprints out of the Champion offi ce at Seventh and D streets, 
(building shown in adjacent photo), with camera in hand and pencil behind his ear to cover a break-
ing story. Mr. McCombs displayed the photo at the Champion to inspire reporters to do the same.


