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School board approves special ed, sports conditioning 

Chino Valley Unifi ed photo

Although no date has been established by the Chino Valley school dis-
trict to reopen schools, 30,000 desk shields have been ordered like these 
pictured at Litel Elementary School in Chino Hills.  Shields will be placed 
at desks of all students and teachers in the school district, according to a 
district offi cial.

By Dawn Marks 
Special education stu-

dents in the Chino Valley 
school district will be the 
fi rst student groups to re-
turn to school for in-per-
son instruction following a 
school board vote of 3-2 on 
Thursday. 

The board unanimous-
ly approved reopening 
schools for school-based 
sports conditioning and 
band and cheer practices. 

A third item requesting 
that the district submit a 
waiver to the state to al-
low TK-6 grade classrooms 
to open failed to receive a 
majority of support from the 
school board. 

Board members James 
Na and Andrew Cruz voted 
in favor of all three items, 
which were added to the 
Oct. 15 agenda upon re-
quest of Mr. Cruz.

Before casting her vote in 
favor of the special educa-
tion classes, board mem-
ber Irene Hernandez-Blair 
asked Chino Valley Super-
intendent Norm Enfi eld if 
there would be equity for all 
special education students 

if the measure passed. 
Dr. Enfi eld said special 

ed classes are not stan-
dardized across the district 
and the district will evaluate 
each one for adherence to 
state guidelines.  He said 
he would prefer that all 
qualifying special educa-
tion classes in the district 
were operational fi ve days 
a week.  

The superintendent said 
he has recommended that 
schools stay closed until all 
of San Bernardino County 
plus cities served by the 
Chino Valley school district 
are in the Red Tier for two 
consecutive weeks, and he 
continues with that recom-
mendation. 

Meanwhile, the school 
district has been prepar-
ing to reopen schools and 
through CARES Act fund-
ing, has ordered 30,000 
desk shields for distribution 
to every school.     

District parent Kevin 
Butscher, leader of the par-
ents’ group Chino Valley 
Special Needs Network, 
along with other special ed-
ucation parents have been 

See SCHOOLS, Page A2

By Josh Thompson
The suspect who report-

edly shot himself in the 
head Oct. 8 after a car-
jacking in Fontana and an 
attempted carjacking near 
Ayala Park in Chino died 
Saturday at a hospital, 
Chino Police Capt. Andy 
Bjelland said Tuesday.

Richard Baez, 19, of Los 
Angeles, died at Pomona 
Valley Hospital Medical 
Center, Capt. Bjelland
said. 

Chino and Fontana po-
lice investigators said 
the man, along with two 
15-year-old boys from Los 
Angeles County, shot and 
carjacked a 23-year-old 
Riverside man at Martin 
Tudor Jurupa Hills Region-
al Park in Fontana around 
2:50 a.m. Oct. 8, Fontana 
Police Department officials 
said. 

The unidentified vic-
tim was in his vehicle in 
the park’s parking lot, fell 
asleep, and was awoken 
by three male suspects, 
who forced him out of his 
vehicle at gunpoint, Fon-
tana police said.

One of the suspects shot 
the man in the arm and ab-
domen before fleeing in the 
victim's 2012 Ford Edge.

The victim was last listed 

Registrar assures security at drop boxes
By Marianne Napoles
Responding to a ques-

tion from Chino Hills Mayor 
Art Bennett about the se-
curity of offi  cial drop boxes 
in the Nov. 3 election, San 
Bernardino County Reg-
istrar of Voters Bob Page, 
addressing the city council 
Tuesday, said the boxes are 
constructed of 18-gauge 
steel weighing almost 200 
pounds and bolted to con-
crete.

Four offi  cial drop boxes 
are located in the Chino Val-
ley: the Chino Hills Branch 
Library on City Center Drive 

(see photo Page A3), Chino 
City Hall on Central Av-
enue, the Chino Police De-
partment on Guardian Way, 
and the Chino Airport on 
Merrill Avenue.

Mr. Page said the ballots 
are picked up by a team of 
two Registrar of Voters bal-
lot retrievers who wear a 
badge and vest that iden-
tifi es them as designated 
ballot retrievers.

A set of two keys are 
needed to open the boxes.

Once the ballots are re-
trieved, they are taken to 
the Registrar of Voters of-
fi ce for processing. 

“We’re required under 
state regulations to retrieve 
the ballots at least every 96 
hours until Friday, Oct. 23,” 
Mr. Page said. “After that 
date, we will pick them up 
at least every 48 hours.”

Mr. Page said there are 
chain-of-custody require-
ments and documentation 
that must be maintained.

Mayor Bennett said, “As 
you know, there is concern 
about voter fraud and I want 
the people of Chino Hills to 
know that chain-of-custody 
goes all the way back to the 
Registrar’s offi  ce and their 
ballots will get counted.”

Preserve roads, COVID-19 closures addressed at forum
By Dawn Marks 

Chino city council candi-
dates at the Oct. 12 candi-
dates forum addressed road 
improvements and COVID's 
impact on businesses as 
the top issues at the forum 
sponsored by the Chino Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce. 

Candidates were inter-
viewed in two groups: one 
for the at-large position of 
mayor and a combined 
group for candidates of Dis-
tricts 1 and 4.

Mayor      
Incumbent Eunice Ulloa  

has been involved with the 
Chino City Council since 
1984 and has served for 16 
years as mayor.

Her top three issues were 
fi scal stability, encouraging 
businesses to reopen and 
public safety.

Her opponent, Christo-
pher Hutchinson, was ab-
sent. On Wednesday he 
told the Champion that he 
owns construction compa-
nies in Orange County and 
had an unexpected work 
emergency.  

The mayor said Chino’s 
General Fund is approxi-
mately $91 million this year, 
with reserves of about $45 
million and anticipated re-
serves of $42 million at 

year’s end. She said the city’s 
seven percent COVID infec-
tion rate is low and “we need 
to get back to living.” 

“Destroying the whole com-
munity is just crazy,” Mrs. 
Ulloa said. “My position is 
open up, but be safe.”  

The mayor said the city 
is tough on crime and she 
wants criminals to know to 
“stay out of Chino."     

When asked if the General 
Plan was a living document, 
the mayor replied “Yes, the 
citizens have a say.” 

She also said that zoning 
needs to be adhered to.

Regarding what the city 
is doing about large vacant 
shopping centers in north 
Chino, the mayor said, “I 
hope the public understands 
we cannot go in and put mon-
ey into them because they 
are privately owned.”  

Mrs. Ulloa said street im-
provements were in process 
to improve traffi  c in the Pre-
serve.     

      Districts 1 and 4 
Preserve traffi  c issues were 

addressed by District 4 can-
didates Karen Comstock, 
Erskine Dunson and Brandy 
Jones.     

Anthony Honore, also run-
ning in District 4, was absent. 

Mr. Honore said he missed 
the forum because he was 

Four candidates are vying for the Chino City 
Council District 4 seat, which includes the Pre-
serve area where road fl ooding is an issue. In this 
photo from Oct. 14, traffi c down Euclid Avenue 
past Pine Avenue was backed up because of tree 
trimming by Caltrans.

Champion photo by Dawn Marks

See FORUM, Page A2

not feeling well. District 4 en-
compasses the entire west 
side of Chino from the 60 
Freeway at Walnut Avenue 
to the Preserve area south of 
Pine Avenue.   

Tom Haughey represented 

the district from 2016-20.  He 
chose not to seek reelection 
after fi ve terms on the city 
council. 

Mr. Dunson said he feels 
the residents’ concerns have 
been ignored by city leaders 

and a development plan is 
needed. 

As a Preserve resident, 
he said he was “disgusted 
and outraged” when roads 
fl ooded with sludge from the 
dairies.  

Ms. Jones, who lives in the 
Preserve area, named road 
improvements as her top is-
sue, along with bringing in 
more shopping venues and  
needed services to the area. 

Ms. Comstock, who retired 
last year as Chino police 
chief, said she is familiar with 
all parts of the city, including 
the infrastructure and devel-
opment in south Chino. She 
said smart technology can 
be used to address traffi  c is-
sues. 

Incumbent Paul Rodri-
guez, representing District 
1 in the north end of Chino, 
said the top three issues are 
COVID, infrastructure for Wi-
Fi and road improvements. 

Mr. Rodriguez was fi rst ap-
pointed to the city council in 
2017 and the following year 
was elected to District 1.

He said he is in a study 
group for feasibility on broad-
band access with represen-
tatives of San Bernardino 
County, the school board,  
Chamber of Commerce and 
the computer technology 

High school senior inspires kids with math 
By Marianne Napoles

Interweaving math and  
sports into something 
“fun” for school-age chil-
dren is the way 17-year-
old Chino Hills resident 
Zed Siyed shows gratitude 
for the blessings in his life 
as a faithful Muslim.

He believes that youth 
who struggle with math 
can become psychologi-
cally beaten down, so he 
has found a way to teach 
math tricks during the pan-
demic to get them excited.

Zed has crafted an en-
gaging series of free Zoom 
sessions for ages 10 to 16 
that he hosts from 3 to 4 
p.m. every Friday called 
“COVID-19 Friday Fun 
Math.”

It is his hope that 
school-age children will 
tune in once a week af-
ter school to learn math 

Submitted photo
Zed Siyed (right) of Chino Hills  inspires a youth to learn math, pre-COVID.

tricks through his “Hoop 
Math Academy” named for 
basketball dreams held by 
many boys.

Some of the topics are 
basketball statistics, sports 

probability,  Fibonacci num-
bers, and infi nite sequenc-
es.

Zed, a senior at Diamond 
Bar High School, is taking 
multi-variable calculus af-

ter having already passed 
Advanced Placement Cal-
culus AB and Advanced 
Placement Calculus BC.

His SAT Advanced Math 

See MATH, Page A2

Carjacking 
suspect 
dies at 
hospital

See SUSPECT, Page A3

Last weekend, non-offi  cial 
drop boxes were set up out-
side gas stations, churches, 
and political party offi  ces in 
Los Angeles, Orange, and 
Fresno counties, prompt-
ing the chief of elections 
division for the Secretary 
of State’s offi  ce to send a 
memo to all county clerks 
and Registrars of Voters. 

Chief Jana Lean stated 
in the Oct. 11 memo that 
unauthorized drop boxes 
violate state law and jeop-
ardizes the security of vot-
ers’ ballots.

See BOXES, Page A3


