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Power company tries to thwart Tres Hermanos deal
By Marianne Napoles
The power company 

that planned to build a so-
lar farm on Tres Herma-
nos Ranch fi led a lawsuit 
against Chino Hills, Dia-
mond Bar and Industry, al-
leging the three cities con-
spired to take over Tres 
Hermanos by forming a 
conservation authority.

The San Gabriel Valley 
Water and Power (SGVWP) 

company claims the cities 
colluded by setting their 
meetings on the same time 
and date to announce the 
transfer of ownership with 
only 24 hours’ notice to the 
public.

The company sought a 
restraining order to stop 
the action but was rebuff ed 
by the San Bernardino Su-
perior Court Wednesday 
morning.

“The court denied the mo-

tion that attempted to block 
the transfer to and opera-
tion of the property by the 
Tres Hermanos Conserva-
tion Authority,” said Chino 
Hills Mayor Cynthia Moran.

“The City of Chino Hills 
believes it is moving in the 
right direction with regard 
to protecting the residents’ 
interests and will continue 
to do so,” she said.

The 2,445-acre Tres Her-
manos Ranch, formerly 

owned by the City of Indus-
try until it transferred own-
ership to the Tres Herma-
nos Conservation Authority 
(THCA) last week, contains 
1,750 acres in Chino Hills 
and 695 acres in Diamond 
Bar.

City of Industry city man-
ager Troy Helling said the 
lawsuit brings attention 
to why the city requested 
state agencies to audit the 
solar project’s fi nances.

Industry dropped its 
plans to build a solar farm 
last year after entering into 
a partnership with SGVWP.

“Industry was sold a bill 
of goods and lost $20 mil-
lion to SGVWP in the pro-
cess,” Industry’s public 
aff airs manager Sam Pe-
droza previously told the 
Champion.

Mr. Helling said Industry 

See THWART, Page A2

'Pigs from Briggs' wins Inland Empire engineering competition

Submitted photo

A junior high team from Briggs Fundamental School in Chino placed fi rst 
in its division and won two creative awards at a Feb. 13 Rube Goldberg 
competition sponsored by the San Bernardino County Superintendent of 
Schools. Pictured are Ethan Brown (front); (second row, from left) Eli Fer-
nandez, Dominic Villalobos, Christian Hartson, Daren Cerda; (back row, 
from left) assistant coach Danielle Encarnacion, Gabriela Gandara, Jesse 
Wareham, Anthony Flores, Isaiah Ortega, Celeste Banuelos, coach Dani-
elle Weinstein and principal Dr. Debra Boeve.

By Dawn Marks 
A team of junior high 

students from Briggs K-8 
Fundamental School in 
Chino turned the tables on 
the Three Little Pigs story 
and built a complicated 
piggy bank that wowed 
judges last week at a Rube 
Goldberg challenge called 
“Put Money in a Pig.” 

The San Bernardino 
County Superintendent 
of Schools sponsored 
the creative engineering 
competition of 25 student 
teams from the Inland Em-
pire.   

The Briggs team won in 
the middle school division 
which qualifi es it to ad-
vance to a national Rube 
Goldberg competition this 
spring. Last year, a Briggs 
team coached by teachers 
Danielle Weinstein and 
Danielle Encarnacion won 
fi rst place at the 30th an-
nual National Rube Gold-
berg Engineering Chal-
lenge.  

The rules for the con-
test this year are to build 
an elaborate machine that 
transfers money in mul-

tiple steps to a piggy bank. 
It must also tell a prequel of 
the Three Little Pigs.

Team coach and science 
teacher Ms. Weinstein said 
the Briggs team story starts 
with the four little pigs rob-
bing the wolf’s bank. That’s 
why the wolf at the end of 
the Three Little Pigs story is 
trying to blow their houses 
down, she explained.  

The Chino team also won 
the Garner Holt Productions 
Award and Wells Fargo 
Award, both for creativity. 

“The students are beyond 
thrilled,” Ms. Weinstein said.

“Now, we are trying to fi g-
ure out how to raise $35,000 
in one month to help send 
these students to Indiana,” 
she added. 

Ms. Weinstein said 
the community can sup-
port the team by writing 
checks payable to Briggs 
PFA with “Rube Goldberg” 
in the memo. Mailing ad-
dress is Briggs Fundamen-
tal School, 11880 Roswell 
Ave, Chino, CA 91710. 
Donors will receive the 
school’s tax ID.   

For information: danielle_
weinstein@chino.k12.ca.us

Tres Hermanos: a 'stunning' habitat for wildlife
By Marianne Napoles
Gates that have kept 

the public from visiting the 
2,445-acre Tres Hermanos 
Ranch for 30 years were un-
locked for the fi rst group of 
visitors who stepped foot on 
the land Feb. 8, the day after 
it was offi  cially owned by the 
Tres Hermanos Conserva-
tion Authority.

More than 200 cattle, in-
cluding Texas Longhorn, 
grazed the hills and a fl ock 
of Canada geese fl ew from 
their resting place as the 
visitors passed by in two 
trucks.

The tour was led by Indus-
try’s public aff airs manager 
Sam Pedroza and Industry’s 
biological consultant Sage 
Environmental Group.

Cattle grazed along the 
edge of the marsh at the Ar-
nold Reservoir, consisting of 
12 acres. A red-tailed hawk 
perched in a nearby tree.

A roadrunner was seen in 
the distance.

Small patches of coastal 
sage scrub and coast live 
oak woodland dotted the 
green hillsides. The call 
of meadowlarks could be 
heard.

“This is the most exciting 
thing that has happened to 
Tres Hermanos, Ranch,” 
said Alissa Cope, princi-
pal of Sage Environmental 
Group, referring to the new 
land ownership.

She said non-native 
grassland is the main habi-
tat on the cattle ranch be-
cause most of the site has 
been grazed for a very long 
time.

Claire Schlotterbeck, ex-
ecutive director of Hills for 
Everyone, the group that 
founded the Chino Hills 
State Park, took it all in 
with her daughter Melanie Champion photo by Marianne Napoles

A Texas Longhorn grazes along the edge of the marsh at the Arnold Reser-
voir on Tres Hermanos Ranch. See HABITAT, Page A3

Fire board member faces censure vote Wednesday

Submitted photo
Fairway Boulevard in Chino Hills between Yorba 
Avenue and Pomona Rincon Road was just one 
of multiple streets in the Chino Valley impacted 
by the rainstorm Feb. 14.

By Josh Thompson
The Chino Valley Fire Dis-

trict board will consider cen-
suring recently-elected mem-
ber Winn Williams next week 
amid allegations that he at-
tempted to coerce the board 
clerk into using a district copy 
machine for documents relat-
ed to his retirement dispute 

with the district.
Mr. Williams retired as a 

captain in 2002 and has been 
engaged in a legal battle with 
the fi re district for more than 
a decade over his retirement 
date.

The board will vote at a 
special meeting at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 20 at the 
Chino Valley Fire District 

training center, 5092 Schae-
fer Ave. to consider the cen-
sure.

The board will also con-
sider prohibiting Mr. Williams 
from receiving payments for 
meetings and stripping him 
of his liaison duties as the fi re 
district representative to the 
Chino Valley school board 
and Chino Hills city council.

Mr. Williams said he’s not 
sure what he will do if he is 
censured.

“I’ll have to check my op-
tions on that,” he told the 
Champion Thursday morn-
ing. “I can’t believe they are 
doing what they are doing. It 
is vindictive.”

Mr. Williams engaged in a 
heated discussion Wednes-

day with fi re district legal 
counsel Jeff  Ballinger over 
a letter he received from the 
attorney Dec. 26, 2018.

The letter was made public 
when Mr. Williams asked that 
the matter be placed on the 
fi re board agenda for discus-
sion.

See VOTE, Page A3

Holiday
closures
City, county, state and fed-

eral offi  ces and Chino Val-
ley Unifi ed schools and the 
school district offi  ce will be 
closed Monday, Feb. 18 in 
observance of Presidents 
Day. 

Allegiance STEAM Acade-
my, Ontario Christian schools, 
and Heights Christian School 
in Chino will also be closed.

Libraries in the Chino Valley 
will be closed Monday.

Post offi  ces will also be 
closed and there will be no 
mail delivery.

The Chino Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce offi  ce and 
banks will be closed Monday, 
but most retail stores and the 
Champion will be open.

Trash pickup in Chino and 
Chino Hills will not be aff ected 
by the holiday.

Heavy rain closes roads in Chino Valley
By Josh Thompson
Flooded streets and 

downed trees caused hav-
oc on several Chino Valley 
streets Thursday after the cit-
ies were pounded with 3.04 
inches of rain that began in 
the early-morning hours and 
continued throughout the 
night.

More rain is expected 
Sunday night and Thursday, 
according to the National 
Weather Service. 

Since Jan. 1, the Chino 
Valley has received 12.41 
inches of rain. 

City offi  cials in Chino and 
Chino Hills were forced to 
close several streets Thurs-
day because of heavy fl ood-
ing. 

Chino offi  cials closed 
Pine Avenue between El 

Prado and Fern avenues; 
Merrill Avenue between Bon 
View and Flight avenues; 
the eastbound lanes of Pine 
Avenue from West Preserve 

Loop to East Preserve Loop; 
Bickmore Avenue between 
Meadowhouse and Euclid 
avenues; Euclid Avenue be-
tween Pine Avenue and the 

71 Freeway, Benson Av-
enue between Philadelphia 
Street and Francis Avenue, 
San Antonio Avenue be-
tween Walnut Avenue and 
Philadelphia Street, and 
Williamsburg Road be-
tween Cypress and San 
Antonio avenues because 
of fl ooding. 

In Chino Hills, Carbon 
Canyon Road was closed 
for fl ooding from Canyon 
Hills Road to Valencia Av-
enue in Brea. Downed trees 
blocked Carbon Canyon 
Road at the county line, on 
Pipeline Avenue between 
Soquel Canyon Parkway 
and Winged Foot Way, on 
Grand Avenue at Founders 
Drive, and on Carbon Can-
yon Road at Valley Springs 
Road, west of the switch-
backs, city offi  cials reported.
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