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First responders exposed to virus
to stay at Ayres Hotel in Chino Hills
By Marianne Napoles
The Ayres Hotel in Chi-

no Hills, located adjacent 
to Lowe’s on Chino Hills 
Parkway, will house fi rst 
responders who have been 
exposed to coronavirus and 
need to self-isolate.

The San Bernardino 
County Board of Super-
visors approved a con-
tract with Ayres Hotel on 
Tuesday in the amount of 
$1,004,400, with the term 
ending June 14.

The county also entered 
into a contract with Ayres 
Hotels in Redlands and 
Barstow.

First responders include 
public health personnel, 
medical health profession-
als, law enforcement and 
fi re personnel and any oth-
er fi rst responders.

The individuals will not 
have been tested positive 
for the coronavirus but will 
have been exposed to it, 

The Ayres Hotel in Chino Hills, located between Lowe’s and the 71 Free-
way, will house fi rst responders exposed to coronavirus.

By Brenda Dunkle
Expressing frustration with 

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s grad-
ual COVID-19 recovery plan 
announced Thursday, San 
Bernardino County offi  cials 
approved the county’s own 
plan that sets May 15 as the 
target date to re-open some 
low-risk businesses, as well 
as short-term rentals and 
churches.

The county board of super-
visors okayed the plan, a CO-
VID-19 (coronavirus) compli-
ant business plan, and $38 

million for the costs associat-
ed with recovery at a special 
meeting in San Bernardino. 
County offi  cials are working 
on a list of businesses and 
when they could re-open.

The county was also ex-
pected to send a letter late 
this week to the governor, 
requesting more discretion 
in phase 2 of the state’s re-
covery plan. The supervisors 
have set a tentative special 
meeting for 9 a.m. Tuesday in 
their board chambers to dis-
cuss the governor’s response 
to that letter.

“I hope the governor agrees 
with us quickly, but if he 
doesn’t, we have more dis-
cussions,” said Supervisor 
Laura Rutherford.

On Thursday, the gover-
nor announced that retailers 
and manufacturers consid-
ered low risk for transmitting 
coronavirus could re-open 
the next day. The retail busi-
nesses, which include cloth-
ing, book, toy and sporting 
goods stores and fl orists, will 
only be able to off er curbside 
pickup and must take other 
measures to protect custom-

ers and employees from the 
virus.

In order for counties to 
implement their own recov-
ery, the governor is requiring 
they have no more than one 
coronavirus case per 10,000 
people in the last 14 days, no 
virus deaths during that time, 
minimum daily testing of 1.5 
people per 1,000 residents, 
the ability to do contact trac-
ing of virus cases of 15 people 
per 100,000 residents, have 
a minimum surge of cases to 
hospitals of 35 percent, have 
a robust plan to provide pro-

County wants to re-open by May 15

See COUNTY, Page A2

Churches to ask governor for May 31 opening
By Marianne Napoles
Hundreds of churches 

across the state will petition 
Gov. Newsom to consider 
allowing them to open on 
May 31, Pentecost Sunday, 
in compliance with federal 
and state guidelines for so-
cial distancing.

Pastors from northern, 
central and southern Cali-
fornia gathered at a press 
conference Thursday in 
San Bernardino, asking 
the governor to declare 
churches as “essential.”

Pastor Roy Robbins of 
Christ Lutheran Church 
in Chino agreed with the 
consortium that churches 
are an essential part of 
the lives of believers and 
should be allowed to re-
open if they follow social 
distancing and proper sani-
tation procedures.

Victor M. Ruiz of Living 
Word Assembly in Chino 
said churches off er spiri-
tual services that are es-
sential to the health and 
well-being of congregants, 
communities and society in 
general.

“The rationale to put 
churches in phase three 
while other non-essential 
businesses are in phase 
two makes no sense and 
is an aff ront to people of 
faith,” said Pastor Ruiz.

Gov. Newsom on Monday 
announced a four-phase 
plan to re-open the state. 
In mid-March, the governor 
had ordered all but “essen-
tial” businesses to close to 
help prevent the spread of 
coronavirus. 

Birthday of church
Pastor Ruiz said Pen-

See CHURCHES, Page A2

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles

said county spokesman Da-
vid Wert.

They will stay a maximum 
of 14 days unless an exten-
sion is requested. 

There have been no book-
ings so far, Mr. Wert said.

No other facilities in Chino 
or Chino Hills are being con-
sidered for lodging, he said.

Mr. Wert said the contract 
is between the county and 
the hotel, not the city of Chi-
no Hills.

“The hotel contacted the 
county about making itself 
available for this purpose,” 
Mr. Wert said.

City manager Benjamin 
Montgomery said he was in-
formed about the agreement 
by a county representative 
and he informed the city 
council.

He said the city will receive 
the transient occupancy tax.

According to the agree-
ment, the daily room rate 
will be $90, not including 
the transient occupancy tax. 

The county will procure and 
arrange for meals that will 
be delivered to the occu-
pant’s door by a county con-
tracted food service agent 

and hotel staff .
They will knock on the 

door or telephone to an-
nounce the food delivery 
and will not be required to 

enter the room.
The general manager of 

the Ayres Hotel in Chino 
Hills did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Submitted photo

Pastor Brian Pattison of Victory Baptist Church in Chino preaches to his 
congregation from the back of a truck Easter Sunday. He has been holding 
drive-in services for the past eight weeks.

tective gear to hospital, skilled 
nursing facility and grocery 
workers, and the ability to 
temporarily house at least 15 
percent of county residents 
who are homeless.

County CEO Gary McBride 
told the supervisors Thursday 
that under that criteria, the 
county would have to have 
no more than 16 coronavirus 
cases each day, would need 
to test 3,300 people daily, 
contact trace 330 people, and 
have no deaths for a straight 

Two arrested for attempted murder, in separate cases
By Josh Thompson
Two men are facing at-

tempted murder charges 
from separate domestic vio-
lence incidents in Chino on 
Sunday, according to the 
Chino Police Department.

Both suspects are being 
held on $1 million bail at the 
West Valley Detention Cen-
ter in Rancho Cucamonga.

Police were fi rst called 
early Sunday morning to the 
parking lot of the Pine Tree 

Motel at 12018 Central Ave., 
on a report from a woman 
who stated she was struck 
in the head several times 
and strangled by her ex-boy-
friend, Sgt. Nancy Franklin 
said. 

The female reported that 
her ex-boyfriend was follow-
ing her after a physical al-
tercation had occurred, the 
sergeant said. The female 
had visible injuries consis-
tent with being strangled but 
refused medical treatment, 

Sgt. Franklin said. The sus-
pect also brandished a pock-
etknife against the female, 
threatening her if she called 
police to report the incident, 
the sergeant said.

Steve Carlin, 43, of Irwin-
dale, was arrested at 2:49 
a.m. after he was found 
walking near the motel, Sgt. 
Franklin said.

He is facing charges of at-
tempted murder, domestic 
violence and making criminal 
threats, jail records show.

Second case
Chino police jailed a 

37-year-old man from Cin-
cinnati, Ohio at 3:15 p.m. 
following an incident with a 
woman in the 15700 block of 
Agave Avenue, located in the 
Preserve area of Chino.

Brian Simpson was locat-
ed and arrested at Kimball 
and Cypress avenues, Sgt. 
Franklin said.

“Offi  cers located a female 
who had sustained signifi -
cant injuries,” she said.

The unidentifi ed victim was 
taken to an undisclosed hos-
pital.

“During the altercation, the 
female was struck several 
times and strangled,” Sgt. 
Franklin said.

Mr. Simpson is facing 
charges of attempted mur-
der, domestic violence and 
making criminal threats, ac-
cording to jail records.

Anyone with information 
can call Chino Police Depart-
ment at 628-1234.

Chino has 175 virus cases, Chino Hills 70
Chino now has 175 con-

fi rmed COVID-19 cases 
and four deaths, according 
to county statistics released  
Thursday night. 

This time last week, Chino 
had 59 cases.

The reason for the 116 
increase was not clear as 
of Friday morning because 
of confl icting information 
provided by the county and 
state regarding prison vi-
rus numbers in the city of 
Chino.

Chino Hills has 70 con-
fi rmed coronavirus cases 
and two deaths, according 
to the county.

This time last week, the 
county reported that Chino 

Hills had two deaths and 59 
positive cases.

Data used to produce the 
coronavirus count is up-
dated daily from the Cali-
fornia disease reporting and 
surveillance system, but 
is considered preliminary 
and subject to change as 
a result of ongoing inves-
tigations being conducted 
by the Department of Pub-
lic Health, county offi  cials 
stated on the county’s CO-
VID-19 “dashboard.” 

County numbers
This Thursday, there 

were 2,629 positive cases 
countywide, which is 9.4 
percent of the 27,830 tested 
so far.

This week, there were 111 
deaths attributed to the vi-
rus, which is 4.2 percent of 
the county's reported cases.

The same time last week, 
there were 2,058 posi-
tive cases and 93 deaths 
countywide.

Other cities
Other confi rmed posi-

tive cases and deaths in 
the county as of Thursday 
evening are: Adelanto 38 
cases, 1 death; Apple Val-
ley 41 cases, 2 deaths; Bar-
stow 9 cases, 2 deaths; Big 
Bear City 4 cases, 0 deaths; 
Big Bear Lake 5 cases, 0 
deaths; Bloomington 39 
cases, 2 deaths; Colton 105 
cases, 10 deaths; Crestline 

10 cases, 1 death; Fontana 
315 cases, 9 deaths; Fort 
Irwin 2 cases, 0 deaths; 
Grand Terrace 15 cases, 1 
death; Hesperia 73 cases, 
1 death; Highland 79 cas-
es, 3 deaths; Joshua Tree 
15 cases, 2 deaths; Loma 
Linda 46 cases, 0 deaths; 
Mentone 17 cases, 0 
deaths; Montclair 40 cases, 
3 deaths; Morongo Valley 6 
cases, 0 deaths; Oak Hills 
15 cases, 0 deaths; On-
tario 218 cases, 7 deaths; 
Phelan 9 cases, 0 deaths; 
Rancho Cucamonga 132 
cases, 5 deaths; Redlands 
150 cases, 12 deaths; Ri-
alto 128 cases, 4 deaths; 
Rimforest 1 case, 0 deaths; 

Running Springs 4 cases, 
0 deaths; San Bernardino 
352 cases, 3 deaths; Twen-
tynine Palms 5 cases, 0 
deaths; Upland 102 cases, 
9 deaths; Victorville 111 
cases, 6 deaths; Wright-
wood 1 case, 0 deaths; Yu-
caipa 183 cases, 22 deaths; 
Yucca Valley 12 cases, 1 
death; undetermined loca-
tions 102 cases, 0 deaths.

Cities not listed have no 
cases, according to the 
county, which has been re-
vising previous numbers up 
or down, depending on new 
testing and additional, more 
accurate information re-
ceived eived about persons 
testing for coronavirus. 


