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Butterfi eld
homes
Open land on the 
east side of
Butterfi eld Ranch 
Road will be
developed with
220 townhomes.
Page B1

Horse
appeal
Chino Hills to 
meet neighbor-
to-neighbor to
bolster McCoy 
Equestrian 
Center for 
horse venues.
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Local fi re 
history
Columnist Kerry 
Cisneroz takes a 
look at the history 
of the Chino fi re 
department. 
Page B4

Community 
heroes
Chino 
Neighborhood 
House and Food 
for Life Ministry 
are named to the 
‘Terrifi c 20 of 
Senate District 
20’ list. 
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Bulldogs 
win ‘Battle’
Ayala High 
football defeats 
Chino Hills, 42-0, 
to capture its third 
straight ‘Battle for 
the Bone’ trophy
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Warehouse/headquarters plan narrowly approved
By Dawn Marks 

The Chino Planning Com-
mission Monday narrowly 
approved a Chino Valley 
school district proposal 
for a 59,798-square-foot 
administration building at 
13461 Ramona Ave., and a 
325,000-square-foot ware-
house on 14 acres on Yorba 
Avenue, between Schaefer 
and Chino avenues.

The Chino City Coun-
cil on Tuesday, May 4 will 
make a decision on the 
zone change and general 
plan amendment which is 
required for approval.

Construction could begin 
within 90 days, said Greg 
Stachura, Chino Valley 
school district assistant su-
perintendent.

Developer Xebec Build-
ing Company agreed to 
build both buildings at no 
cost to the school district 
in exchange for a 66-year 
lease on the warehouse.

Offi  ces will be built on 
both the north and south 
ends of the warehouse to 
accommodate one or two 
users. 

Opposition votes
Planning Commis-

sion Chairman Brandon 
Blanchard and Commis-
sioners Jody Moore and 
Kevin Cisneros voted 

Submitted image
A rendering of a 325,000-square-foot warehouse is shown in image. The Chino Planning Commis-
sion on April 20 approved a zoning change and a general plan amendment for a 325,000-square-foot 
warehouse on 14 acres on Yorba Avenue, north of Schaefer Avenue in Chino.
against the project, citing 
a lack of a turning lane into 
the warehouse from Yorba 
Avenue, which has one 
northbound and one south-
bound lane.

Mr. Blanchard said con-
gestion would occur on Yor-
ba without a dedicated turn-

ing lane. “I am concerned 
that traffi  c along Yorba will 
accumulate, creating a bot-
tleneck that obstructs traffi  c 
fl ow,” he said.

Mr. Cisneros was also 
concerned about traffi  c. 

“Future traffi  c is the num-
ber one concern expressed 

by our residents,” he said.
Only one resident ad-

dressed the commission, 
citing traffi  c concerns, par-
ticularly from trucks.

Mr. Moore said the dis-
trict administration building 
is “a needed project that 
has been a long time com-

ing,” but he was concerned
about increased warehouse
traffi  c.

“I think it’s going to be a
bottleneck,” he said. “There
needs to be a right-hand
turn lane for trucks com-

See DISTRICT, Page A3

Serene 
vaccine

Community members 
wait their turn to re-
ceive a COVID-19 shot 
in a setting both ornate 
and calming at the Chi-
no Hills Hindu Temple 
on April 17. The clinic 
held in partnership 
with BAPS Charities 
and Walmart provided 
450 doses of the Pfi zer 
vaccine.  Khoe Le, mar-
ket health and wellness 
director for Walmart, 
led the efforts on be-
half of Walmart. BAPS 
volunteers assisted 
Walmart pharmacy em-
ployees. BAPS Chari-
ties is a member of the 
White House’s Depart-
ment of Health and 
Human Services CO-
VID-19 Community 
Corps. 

BAPS Charities photo

Chino Hills 
students can
get a $2 ride 
to school
By Marianne Napoles
A new style of Omnitrans 

bus service that has been 
in Chino Hills for six months 
but not attracting a lot of 
ridership will undergo a re-
duced rate of $2 per trip for 
students to get to and from 
school.

The off er is scheduled to 
run through the end of May 
for students in elementary, 
junior high and high school 
using the app-based Om-
niRide service that works 
much like Uber and Lyft.

The residence of the stu-
dent doesn’t matter, as long 
as the student’s trip is within 
the OmniRide service area, 
said community outreach co-
ordinator Jose Hernandez. 

Most of the service area is 
within Chino Hills but Om-
niRide serves some desti-
nations in Chino, including 
Chaff ey College, Don Lugo 
High School and the Chino 
Transit Center. 

See map on next page for 
boundaries.

The $2 per ride fare is a 
discount of 50 percent off  the 
usual $4 fare. To receive the 
discount, students must en-
ter promo code ‘HALFOFF” 
when booking a ride on the 
app. 

The service, which is avail-
able weekdays from 6 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., was launched in 
September. 

Fares for seniors, veterans 
and people with disabilities 
are $2 at all times.
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ABOVE: Monks praying in rhythmic chants cel-
ebrate Thai New Year Sunday. 

RIGHT: Shrines to Buddha are seen throughout 
the 7.3-acre grounds with offerings and incense.

Thai New Year renews 
hope of permanent building
By Marianne Napoles

Sumptuous Thai cuisine, 
cultural performances and 
chanting monks made for 
a festive New Year celebra-
tion Sunday afternoon at the 
Chino Hills Buddhist Temple 
on Chino Hills Parkway and 
Carbon Canyon Road.

Monks in orange robes 
chanted as they sat on a 
platform where incense 
gave off  a smoky fragrance 
to celebrate the “Songkran 
Festival,” also known as 
Thai New Year Day.

Songkran is a national hol-
iday in Thailand and comes 

on April 13 every year and is 
celebrated through April 15.

Hope for a building
Punctuating the celebration 

was hope that development 
plans submitted to the City of 
Chino Hills for a Buddha Hall 
will come to fruition.

The planning commis-
sion in 2017 approved a 
3,100-square-foot marble 
Buddha Hall, or temple, a 
9,025-square-foot monk 
dormitory, meditation and 
multipurpose building, class-
rooms, and a kitchen, fol-
lowed by the city council’s ap-

See BUDDHIST, Page A2 See OMNI, Page A2


