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Canyon residents watching for cigarette butts
By Marianne Napoles
Residents driving on Car-

bon Canyon Road have been 
taking videos and photos of 
drivers tossing lit cigarette 
butts from their car windows 
and potentially into the dry 
brush that swathes 3,000 
acres of open space in Chino 
Hills.

Sleepy Hollow resident 
Laura Dawson, a member of 
the Carbon Canyon Fire Safe 
Council, said she has found 
cigarettes that have been 
left burning within inches of 
leaves and brush.

“Most of us who live here 
are very familiar with the con-
ditions that make this com-
munity a high fi re hazard 
area,” she said. “We are es-
pecially concerned about the 

By Josh Thompson
A multi-million-dollar home 

was damaged, and more 
than 130 to 140 homes were 
threatened when a wildfi re 
erupted Sunday afternoon in 
Chino Hills. 

The 156-acre blaze, report-
ed at 1:17 p.m. as it began to 
burn on a hill along the north 
side of Chino Hills Parkway 
near Falling Star Lane in the 
northern area of the city, was 
fully contained late Thursday 
afternoon.

The nearly 6,400-square-
foot, $2.5 million home with 
large stained glass windows 
at 2035 Miramonte Court is 
owned by Chino dentist Ar-
thur Forrest and his wife Toni 
Forrest. 

They have lived in the 
home since 1992.

Chino Valley Fire Chief Tim 
Shackelford believes an em-
ber from the brush fi re got 
into the home’s attic, spark-

ing the house fi re just before 
2 p.m. It was the only home 
in the neighborhood to suff er 
damage from the wildfi re.

Firefi ghters called to the 
home initially had an issue 
with water pressure from the 
city’s hydrants.

“They did not run out of 
water,” Chief Shackleford 
said. “When there are 20 fi re 
engines hooked up to the 
hydrants, and almost every 
street in the neighborhood 
had residents out with gar-
den hoses, there’s going to 
be a decrease in water pres-
sure.”

The on-duty Chino Val-
ley Fire battalion chief Tim 
Stewart made a request 
to the city of Chino Hills to 
bump up the water pressure, 
which they did, according to 
the Chief Shackelford, but he 
said it was too late to save 

Cancer survivor ready for Lugo freshman football 
By Josh Thompson
Football runs deep in the 

veins of the Randazzo fam-
ily.

Paul, the 46-year-old dad, 
played at Chino High in 
1989 and 1990 and Chris, 
the 19-year-old Don Lugo 
grad and redshirt freshman 
at the University of Oregon, 
received the largest scholar-
ship amount in the history 
of the Chino Valley school 
district.

Up next on the gridiron is 
14-year-old Anthony Ran-
dazzo, an incoming fresh-
man football player at Don 
Lugo High.

“I promised my principal 
a championship, league 
and CIF,” Anthony said. 
“Dr. (Kim) Cabrera said she 
wants a ring.”

This challenge may be 
far easier to complete com-
pared to the life challenge 
he faced as a young child.

Just before his third birth-
day, Anthony was diagnosed 
with Wilms tumor, otherwise 
known as childhood kidney 
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Anthony Randazzo, 14, an incoming freshman at Don Lugo High in Chi-
no, will play left tackle for the school’s freshman football team. Today, 
the youngest of four children in the Randazzo family of Chino will take 
part in the Chino Relay for Life after surviving Wilms tumor at age 3. 

cancer.  “His left kidney was 
completely tumor,” Paul Ran-
dazzo said. “When they did 
the pathology, doctors found 
the kidney trying to grow in-
side the tumor.”

Anthony underwent chemo-
therapy for about a year and 
has been in remission ever 
since. He doesn’t remember 
too much of that time.

His family has been a big 
part of the annual Chino Re-
lay for Life fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society, a 
24-hour event scheduled for 
today (Aug. 3) through Sun-
day, Aug. 4 at Ayala Park in 
Chino.

Anthony has participated in 
the opening Survivor’s Lap 
for several years and plans to 
be there today with his moth-
er Stacey. 

“We’ve always made dona-
tions in Anthony’s name and 
in his grandmother’s name,” 
Mr. Randazzo said.

Anthony, nicknamed Boom-
er after former Cincinnati 
Bengals quarterback Boomer 

Champion photo by Josh Thompson

A Los Angeles County Fire Department helicopter drops water on a 156-
acre brush fi re in Chino Hills Sunday afternoon that damaged a nearly 
6,400-square foot home on Miramonte Court. 

24-hour 'fi ght' against cancer begins today at Ayala Park
By Brenda Dunkle

Chino Relay for Life, a 24-
hour fundraiser for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society kicks off  
at 9 a.m. today at Ayala Park 
in Chino. 

The event’s exact location 
is on the soccer fi eld just 
south of the former golf driv-
ing range, on College Park 
Avenue, east of Central Av-

enue.
The Relay, which is free 

and open to the public, will 
feature themed team booths 
selling items and raffl  e op-
portunities, live entertain-
ment, a Carl’s Jr. food truck, 
contests, fi eld games, a Kids 
Zone, free events for cancer 
survivors and a nighttime 
ceremony to honor those 
fi ghting the disease or those 

who have lost their battle. 
There will also be a group 
dressed as Star Wars char-
acters who will be available 
for photo opportunities from 
morning to late afternoon.

Cancer survivors who 
register today at the event 
will be able to attend a free 
brunch and dinner and take 
advantage of other free ac-
tivities.

Team members will walk 
the track, relay style, for 24 
hours.

A closing ceremony will be 
held at approximately 8:30 
a.m.

Chino Relay for Life’s 53 
teams, comprised of 571 
members, hope to raise 
$199,000 for the American 
Cancer Society. As of Thurs-
day, team members had 

raised $107,582 from fund-
raisers held prior to the main 
event.

Josh Munch of Corona, a 
city of Chino employee, is 
the Chino Relay for Life lead-
ership committee chairman. 
A previous article had listed 
him as a resident of Chino 
Hills.

Pets and alcohol are not 
permitted at the event.

Chino Hills fi re damages multi-million-dollar home
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The Carbon Canyon Fire Safe Council sign at the entrance of Carbon Canyon 
Road warns residents about throwing cigarette butts out of car windows. The 
bottom portion of the sign is replaced with a different message each season.

kind of disastrous situations 
that could be caused by ciga-
rettes tossed to the ground, 
not just from a moving vehicle 
on Carbon Canyon Road but 
anywhere,” she said.

Ms. Dawson urges resi-
dents to bring their concerns 
about any fi re hazard to the 
next monthly Carbon Canyon 
Fire Safe Council meeting 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 7 at 
Sleepy Hollow Community 
Building, 16801 Rosemary 
Lane.

The council includes resi-
dents and fi re agencies rep-
resenting the entire canyon 
from Brea to Chino Hills and 
works with the fi re districts to 
lessen fi re hazards, maintain 
defensible space, and create 
awareness.

Wes Simmons is sworn as Chino’s new 
chief of police Thursday afternoon dur-
ing a ceremony attended by more than 
300 people at police headquarters. He 
becomes the city’s 18th police chief. He 
replaces Chief Karen Comstock, who re-
tired July 25 after a 34-year law enforce-
ment career, including the last 4 ½ years 
as Chino police chief. Chief Simmons 
has worked for Chino Police for 24 years 
and has served as a Chino police captain 
for the past several years.  

New police chief
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Freeway
closures
continue

Caltrans’ pavement reha-
bilitation project on the 60 
Freeway, known as the “60 
Swarm,” will continue this 
weekend with week two of 
a full closure of the east-
bound 60 Freeway between 
Interstate 15 (I-15) and the 
60/91/215 freeways junc-
tion in Riverside from 10 

See FWY, Page A2
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