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First day of school Monday for CVUSD campuses
By Dawn Marks

The Chino Valley school 
district anticipates about 
27,000 students on Monday, 
Aug. 12, the fi rst day of the 
2019-20 school year. 

District enrollment in 2018 
was 28,141 students, accord-
ing to the California school 
dashboard, caschooldash-
board.org.

A loss in enrollment to pub-
lic charter schools in the area 
is projected through the 2022-
23 school year, according to 
the school district, which op-
erates 35 schools in Chino 
and Chino Hills.  

New leaders
Several new school admin-

istrators have been named 
for this school year.  

The new assistant principal 
of Country Springs Elemen-
tary in Chino Hills, Christine 
Wilson, comes from the Bald-

By Marianne Napoles
The beleaguered northern 

section of the Crossroads 
Marketplace at Peyton Drive 
and the 71 Freeway is losing 
another big box store.

Bed Bath & Beyond will 
close on Nov. 1 or sooner, 
depending on when the 
merchandise runs out, ac-
cording to a social media 
post by district manager Bill 
Alhandy.

After a “lease expiring” 
sign affi  xed to the window 
prompted speculation on 
social media about shrinking 
sales and store closures, 
Mr. Alhandy posted: “The 
reason we are closing is be-
cause of the lease and only 
that reason.”

He said the landlord wants 
to make changes and “we 
are not part of their plans.” 

Mr. Alhandy said all em-

ployees will have a job in 
one of the other stores he 
manages.

In the past several years, 
the center has lost Sport 
Chalet because of bank-
ruptcy, Best Buy and BevMo 
that relocated to Chino, and 
SteinMart, which still has 
operating stores in nearby 
cities.

“We’re losing everything,” 
said Chino Hills resident 
Debbie Bouer, while enter-
ing Bed, Bath, and Beyond 
on Wednesday. “This center 
is a concern. PetSmart and 
Dollar Tree are all that’s left.

Bank-owned
The northern section of 

Crossroads is owned by 
U.S. Bank and managed by 
LNR Partners and CBRE. 

It was once owned by a 
group of investors called 

Mushroom project on International Space Station
By Dawn Marks

In literal terms, a student 
team from Damien High 
School in La Verne cre-
ated a science experiment 
that’s out of this world. 

Among the team mem-
bers is Dylan McKenzie of 
Chino Hills.

The experiment, to test  
growth patterns of Enoki 
mushrooms, was chosen  
along with 37 other ex-
periments for Mission 13 
on the International Space 
Station as part of a study 
on the eff ects of micro-
gravity on organisms.  

The experiments 
launched July 25 and 
are expected to return to 
Earth four to six weeks 
later. 

 The Damien team, also 
comprised of Anthony 
Ebiner, Curtis Lin and 
Kotoi Wu, will evaluate 
microgravity eff ects on the 
mushrooms that return 
from the space station 
compared  with the same 
experiment conducted on 

Submitted photo
Students from Damien High were at Cape Canaveral in Florida for the July 
25 launch of their science experiment aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket to the 
International Space Station. Bryan Gavin (left) designed the mission patch 
and (from left) Curtis Lin, Anthony Ebiner and Chino Hills resident Dylan 
McKenzie worked on the project.  Not pictured is team member Kotio Wu. 

Earth. 
Next summer, the stu-

dents' experiments and 
fi ndings will be presented 
at the Smithsonian Institu-
tion in Washington, D.C.    

Dylan said he was in-
spired to work with fungi 
after watching a YouTube 
video titled “Do Plants 
Think?” 

It showed how plants can 
sense their environment 
and orient themselves to 
their environment.   

The team worked three 
months to produce a fi ve-
page research proposal ti-
tled “Flammulina velutipes 
growth in microgravity.” 

The proposal states that 
mushrooms require little 
light, and according to two 
scientists’ theories, they 
can also detect and re-
spond to gravity. 

Damien High participates 
in the Student Spacefl ight 
Experiments Program 
through the non-profi t Na-
tional Center for Earth and 
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The days are numbered for Bed Bath & Beyond in Chino Hills when its 
lease expires Nov. 1 or when all the merchandise is sold, whichever comes 
fi rst. 

Bed Bath & Beyond closing in deserted center
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Christian Iniguez (second from right), 5, and his family meet his new teach-
er Patricia Olgin (right) during a kindergarten orientation last week at Hid-
den Trails Elementary in Chino Hills. The Iniguez family includes (from 
left) sister Kayla, entering sixth grade at Hidden Trails, mother Angie and 
father Pablo. 

win Park Unifi ed School Dis-
trict where she most recently 
worked an intervention coach 
and before that as a teacher 
of 18 years at Elwin Elemen-
tary in Baldwin Park. Ms. Wil-
son replaces Barbara Bear-
don, now working as principal 
of Eagle Canyon Elementary 
in Chino Hills.

Lauren Altermatt, the new 
assistant principal of New-
man Elementary in Chino, 
had worked as an instruction-
al coach in the school district 
for the last year and previous-
ly as a teacher for four years 
at Wickman Elementary in 
Chino Hills.  Ms. Altermatt 
replaces Ibis Cordero in that 
position.  

Brian Martinez is assistant 
principal of Walnut Avenue El-
ementary in Chino. He comes 
from the Garvey School Dis-

See GAS, Page A3

Chino Hills resident on Damien High team

School board to vote on sex education curriculum
By Dawn Marks

After weighing community 
concerns and compliance 
with 2016 state mandates 
regarding sex education in-
struction, the Chino Valley 
school board is expected 
to vote Thursday on new 
curriculum to be used in ju-
nior high schools and high 
schools this school year.  

The materials have been 

available for public review 
since July 19 and will be dis-
played 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Aug. 12 through Aug. 14 at 
the school district’s Samuel 
R. Burton Professional De-
velopment and Media Cen-
ter, 4525 Danito Court, Chi-
no. The center is off  Ramona 
Avenue, just south of Chino 
Avenue.  

A public review period 
continues next week 
for sex education cur-
riculum that is expect-
ed to appear for vote on 
Thursday’s (Aug. 15) 
school board agenda.
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Gas Co. wants cities to oppose all-electric mandates
By Marianne Napoles
Southern California Gas 

Co. will ask Chino Hills and 
Chino to join 70 cities that 
have adopted resolutions in 
support of “balanced energy 
solutions,” of which 20 are In-
land cities.

Gas Company offi  cials 
said the state legislature is 
attempting to pass bills that 
would eliminate natural gas 
use in homes and businesses 

in favor of all-electric energy.
The Chino Hills legislative 

advocacy committee, con-
sisting of Councilmen Peter 
Roger and Brian Johsz will 
meet at 3 p.m. Monday in the 
city council chambers con-
ference room to discuss the 
Gas Company’s request to 
support the balanced energy 
choice resolution.

Mr. Rogers said the com-
mittee will discuss the direc-
tion that some state decision 

makers are taking on limiting 
energy choice in California 
and make a recommendation 
to the city council.

Chino spokesperson Vivian 
Castro said Chino is aware of 
the issue but has yet to be ap-
proached by the Gas Compa-
ny to take an offi  cial position.

Ms. Castro said the city 
received information from 
Southern California Edison 
about electrifi cation that sug-
gested the city research the 

matter before taking a posi-
tion, if approached.

Presentations
Lea Petersen, public af-

fairs manager for Southern 
California Gas Co., gave an 
educational presentation to 
both the Chino City Council 
and Chino Hills City Council 
in late 2018.

“The California legislature 
attempted to pass several 
bills that would eliminate your 
choice of having natural gas 

in your home, in your busi-
ness, and in manufacturing,” 
she told the Chino Hills City 
Council during the Dec. 11, 
2018 presentation.

“If you were forced to up-
grade your home to all elec-
tric, it would cost $7,200 per 
home and result in $388 more 
per year in energy bills” Ms. 
Petersen said.

Ms. Petersen said Tuesday 
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