
On the

INSIDE

The Class 
of 2020
This year's 
graduation class is 
honored by family 
and friends.
Page A8

Virus 
cases rise
Chino has 657 
coronavirus cases 
and Chino Hills 
has 90. Eight 
deaths reported in 
Chino Valley.
Page B1

Suspects 
caught
A group of fi ve 
men believed to 
be connected to 44 
burglaries, 
including at least 
one in Chino Hills, 
are arrested in 
Orange County. 
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Dogs 
rescued
Ten French 
Bulldogs are 
rescued from a 
Chino Hills apart-
ment. Two people 
are arrested.
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Mr. Triple 
Double
Chino Hills High 
grad Eli Scott has 
made a name for 
himself with the 
Loyola Marymount 
University men's 
basketball team.
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Chino Valley Champion
Serving Chino & Chino Hills       Since 1887

Resident remembers cooking for L.A. Rams

See COPING, Page A3

See TRIBUTE, Page A3

Ball's basketball gym prohibited from business use
By Marianne Napoles
An enclosed 9,000-square-

foot basketball gym was ap-
proved for the Ball family 
home in Chino Hills by the 
city's Planning Commission 
May 5 with the provision that 
it may not be used as a busi-
ness.

Steven Woods, represent-
ing property owner Lonzo 
Ball, assured the commission 
that the building at the home 
in rhw Oak Tree Downs gat-
ed community will be used 
for personal recreation only.

The Ball family is known for 
the basketball fame of three 
brothers Lonzo, LiAngelo 
and LaMelo.

In November 2019, the city 
of Chino Hills issued a stop 
work order after a complaint 
was received that the facility 
was being illegally construct-
ed.

The city’s code enforce-
ment division investigated 

Submitted photo
Marjorie Ruef of Chino Hills spends a moment 
with Rams great Jackie Slater at The Let It Be 
Foundation golf tournament in February.

and learned that the gym 
was under construction with-
out permits.

A tennis court had been 
demolished to make way for 
the facility and the footings 
and slab were underway 
when the project was halted.

“The demolition of the 
tennis court did not require 
permits, however the foot-
ings and slabs for the gym 
required permits and in-
spections,” said community 
development director Joann 
Lombardo.

Staff  requested building 
permits, structural details, a 
precise grading permit and 
a soils report to address the 
partially constructed items 
and the remainder of the 
project.

“This was a mess two 
years ago and you guys 
came in and saved the fam-
ily,” Mr. Woods told the plan-
ning commission during the 
online meeting. “The Ball See COURT, Page A2

Virtual Memorial Day tribute Monday; closures listed
The city of Chino will of-

fer a virtual Memorial Day 
ceremony, 10 a.m. Monday, 
May 25 on the city’s Face-
book, YouTube, and Insta-
gram accounts.

The event is in partner-
ship with the American Le-
gion Elmer C. Jertberg Post 
299 in Chino that hosts a 
ceremony each year at the 
Chino Community Building. 
The ceremony will not be 
held because of state rules 
against large gatherings 
during the pandemic.

Submitted photos of de-

ceased military veterans 
with ties to the Chino Val-
ley will be shown during the 
online ceremony, as well as 
a virtual Fourth of July cer-
emony this summer.

The deadline to submit 
photos has passed.

The city’s Facebook page 
is City of Chino – Govern-
ment. Its YouTube account 
is Chino 3 TV, and its Ins-
tagram account is @cityof 
chino.gov.

A National Moment of Re-
membrance will be held at 
3 p.m. local time on Mon-

day to honor military per-
sonnel who died. 

Stater Bros. markets, in-
cluding the two in Chino 
and the one in Chino Hills, 
plan to ask all employees 
and customers in the stores 
at that time to observe a 
minute of silence for the 
fallen service personnel.

Closures
Chino Valley district 

schools and district offi  ces, 
Heights Christian School in 
Chino Hills and St. Marga-
ret Mary School in Chino 
have been closed since 

mid-March, because of the 
coronavirus outbreak, and 
will remain closed during 
the Memorial Day holiday.

Ontario Christian 
Schools’ campuses had 
their last day of school on 
May 21, prior to the holiday.

State, county, and federal 
offi  ces that are not closed 
because of the coronavi-
rus outbreak, will be closed 
Monday for the holiday. 

Chino City Hall, which re-
opened recently to the pub-
lic, will be closed. 

Chino Hills City Hall, 

which has been closed to 
the public since mid-March, 
is set to remain closed 
through at least May 31.

Employees will not be 
available to provide servic-
es but will respond to emer-
gencies at 364-2860.

For after-hour city-related 
emergencies in Chino, call 
the Chino Police Dispatch 
Center at 628-1234.

Post offi  ces will be closed 
and there will be no mail 
delivery.

By Marianne Napoles
Marjorie Ruef of Chino 

Hills, 81, cherishes an NFL 
media book presented to 
her in 1973 by Chuck Knox, 
former head coach of the 
Los Angeles Rams who 
died in 2018. 

The booklet contains the 
names of NFL players, their 
positions, and short sum-
maries.

Coach Knox signed his 
name with the words “Mar-
jorie: Best Wishes. What a 
cook.”

Mrs. Ruef was one of 
three cooks hired in 1973 
to feed almost 100 play-
ers and coaches for the 
Los Angeles Rams during 
a summer training camp at 
Cal State Fullerton at the 

former University Village 
across the street from the 
campus.

Mrs. Ruef saw a news-
paper advertisement for a 
cook’s position and applied, 
thinking she would be serv-
ing university students.

Instead, she fed break-
fast and lunch to the entire 
Rams team and coaches 
before and after each prac-
tice, fi ve days a week.

Mrs. Ruef, whose parents 
owned a restaurant, loves 
cooking. The players called 
her their Italian cook and 
enjoyed her dishes.

Her husband, the late 
John Ruef, a Rams fan, was 
elated that his wife’s posi-
tion allowed him to watch 
the team practice and train 
during the summer.

Mrs. Ruef, who has lived 
in Chino Hills for 25 years, 
attended The Let it Be 
Foundation’s golf tourna-
ment Feb. 6 at Los Ser-
ranos Country Club where 
she introduced herself to 
guest speaker pro football 
Hall of Famer Jackie Slater, 
a four-time NFC Lineman of 
the Year.

When Mrs. Ruef showed 
him the NFL media book, 
he asked, “Where did you 
get this?” 

She said he was excited 
to see pictures of buddies 
he played with in the past 
and signed his name over 
his picture.

Mrs. Ruef said she was 
delighted to share her 
football adventure with the 
community she loves.

A rendering of a proposed basketball facility at the Ball house in Carbon
Canyon was shown to the Chino Hills Planning Commission as part of
a design review. The accessory structure has the same color, architecture
style and materials as the residence and on-site structures.

By Marianne Napoles
Small and large businesses 

in the Chino Valley have been 
struggling to keep afl oat since 
stay-at-home orders were is-
sued in March because of the 
coronavirus.

Children no longer play 
arcade games and shoot 
infrared-emitting light guns at 
Infuzion Zone laser tag cen-
ter in Chino Hills, which had 
opened its doors last fall.

Owner Deanna Margaritha 
sensed trouble when four 
large groups scheduled for 
private events in early March 
began cancelling, one after 
the other.

As news of the pandemic 
spread, Mrs. Margaritha and 
her husband Alex shut their 
doors March 16.

“We thought it would be just 
a few days and we would re-
open again,” Mrs. Margaritha 
said. “I’m getting emotional 

Submitted photo

Deanna Margaritha stands in front of her laser 
tag business Infuzion Zone in Chino Hills next 
to Smart & Final in the Chino Hills Marketplace.

Chino Valley businesses coping with pandemic
saying this because it’s pain-
ful to think of the possibility of 
losing everything.”

Mrs. Margaritha said all her 
family’s savings went into 
the business, located at the 
northwest corner of Chino 
Hills Parkway and Pipeline 
Avenue.

“People think we are part 
of a franchise, but we’re not,” 
she said. “We are literally a 
small mom-and-pop opera-
tion.”

She is worried that her fi xed 
expenses will continue to pile 
up each month. 

On a positive note, she has 
partnered with other small 
businesses in the Chino Val-
ley to launch “Party to GO!” 
where a virtual art party is 
brought to the customer’s 
doorstep with the delivery of 
pizza, cupcakes, candles, 
balloons, and art supplies.

The art supplies are deliv-
ered to the customer’s friends 
as well. 

Restaurants
Roscoe’s Famous Deli on 

Pipeline Avenue in Chino 
Hills padlocked its doors on 
St. Patrick’s Day after 13 
years in business and laid off  
65 employees on what was 
supposed to have been the 
busiest day of the year for the 
restaurant.

Co-owner and longtime 
Chino Hills resident Nick 
Montano re-opened for curb-
side pickup and takeout on 
May 4 and displayed a ban-
ner with the words “We’re 
Back.” 

He was able to rehire be-
tween 20 to 25 employees.

Mr. Montano said the fi rst 
week was great with a lot of 
community support, but it has 

family had a contractor they 
had to fi re and now they’re 
on track.”

Commissioners expressed 
concern that potential large 
gatherings at the facility 

would have an impact on the 
neighborhood.

Chairman Mike Stover 
asked how the family intend-
ed to use the facility.

“For personal use only,” 

said Mr. Woods. “I’m running 
the project now so anything 
you want will be done in that 
way.”

Photo by Jonathan M. Beltran

The Roscoe’s Famous Deli crew has been back in business since May 4 for 
takeout and curbside pickup on Pipeline Avenue in Chino Hills.

slowed down a bit.
“It just doesn’t pencil out at 

the end of the day with our 
dine-in business model,” he 
said. “You can’t do takeout 
and pay the bills.”

Mr. Montano said residents 
patronize Roscoe’s for the 
ambience and to socialize 
while eating and drinking.

Longtime restaurant owner 
Julie Cannataro who owns 
the Italian restaurant Canna-
taro’s in Chino laid off  all 32 
employees when the pan-
demic hit.

She began testing the wa-
ters by asking workers if they 
wanted to come back for to-
go orders. 

With 10 employees, she is 
now off ering special deals on 
Facebook and uses her cus-
tomer data base to send out 
email blasts.

“I’m staying afl oat but I 
don’t know how long it will 
last,” she said. “I’ve been 
in business for 17 years so 
I have many loyal custom-
ers, but newer restaurants 
are defi nitely struggling a lot 
more.”

Diamond Wipes
Unlike the entertainment 

and hospitality industry that 
has been hit the hardest 
by the pandemic, Diamond 
Wipes International in Chino 
was deemed an essential 
business because it produc-
es sanitizing wipes for hands 
and hard surfaces, said mar-
keting manager Vivian Durra.

The company, located at 
Schaefer and Yorba avenues, 
launched more products 
such as hand-sanitizing gels 
in response to increased de-


