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Man invents COVID 
'Clear Curtain Booth'
By Marianne Napoles
The coronavirus pan-

demic has left seniors in 
residential facilities with no 
hope of personal contact 
with their family members 
and loved ones.

On Monday, 88-year-old 
Fay Palmby, a resident of 
Pacifi ca Senior Living in 
Chino Hills, was able to 
step into the fresh air and 
visit her daughter, Dawn 
Meyer, for the fi rst time 
since the pandemic.

Neither she nor her 
daughter had to wear a 
mask and they were able 
to hear each other without 
interference under sunny 
skies and a cool breeze.

The visit was made pos-
sible by Chino Hills resi-
dent and entrepreneur Tim 
Ward who invented the 
“Clear Curtain Booth,” an 
enclosed vinyl booth that 
blocks the transmission of 

the virus.
The dimensions are 

8-foot by 5-foot, with a 
height of 7 feet.

Mr. Ward and his wife 
Jill were frustrated when-
ever they visited Mrs. 
Ward’s mother, a resi-
dent at Pacifi ca on 6500 
Butterfi eld Ranch Road, 
because of the heavy 
visitation restrictions nec-
essary to keep residents 
and staff  safe.

They got the idea for the 
“Clear Curtain Booth” af-
ter watching the struggles 
between residents and 
family members.

“Assisted living resi-
dents are isolated and 
scared,” Mr. Ward said. 
“Our elderly citizens are 
suff ering from depres-
sion and health issues 
because of these precau-
tions.”

See CURTAIN, Page A3

Submitted photo

Chino Hills resident Tim Ward demonstrates the length of the clear vinyl 
in the “Clear Curtain Booth” he invented to help seniors in residential 
facilities visit loved ones.

Patriotic sisters

Photo by Beth White

Katie White, 5, and her sister Kinsley White, 1, are dressed up in match-
ing handmade dresses for Independence Day. Their parents are Randy 
and Beth White of Chino Hills. The Whites entered the City of Chino 
Hills Independence Day photo contest where the deadline to enter is 
today (July 4). See story on Page B4.

Closures dim
4th of July
By Marianne Napoles
The Fourth of July week-

end got taken down a notch 
when Gov. Gavin Newsom 
announced Wednesday 
the immediate shutdown of 
bars, indoor operations in 
restaurants, movie theaters, 
family entertainment cen-
ters, breweries, wineries, 
zoos and museums.

Restaurants may off er 
outdoor dining and curbside 
pickup, but indoor dining is 
prohibited.

The mandate was placed 
on 19 counties, including 
the County of San Ber-
nardino, that have been on 
a watch list for coronavirus 
outbreaks.

The restrictions will go be-
yond the weekend—they will 
be in place for at least three 
weeks, after which the state 
will re-evaluate the situation.

San Bernardino County 
Board of Supervisors held a 
three-hour hearing Tuesday 
morning to consider whether 
to close bars Friday night if 
numbers did not get better, 
but the board did not have 
to make the tough decision 
after all.

Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Curt Hagman 
said the governor’s deci-
sion is not entirely surprising 
based on the county’s spike 
in cases and hospitaliza-
tions.

“We simply have to do bet-
ter in the fi ght against this 
virus,” he said. “It is still not 

the time to get together with 
friends and extended fami-
lies.” He said wearing mask 
in public must become sec-
ond nature.

Over the past two weeks, 
the state has seen a 51 
percent increase in hospi-
talizations and a 47 percent 
increase in ICU admissions, 
according to the governor.

San Bernardino County 
reported 753 new cases on 
Tuesday, the highest num-
ber so far on a single day, 
and four deaths, said offi  -
cials.

Hospitalizations continue 
to go up, with 393 COVID-19 
positive patients in county 
hospitals on Monday, June 
29, up from 376 on Sunday, 
June 28.

The rise in COVID-related 
hospital and ICU beds has 
seen a steady increase 
since June 17, offi  cials said.

Social gatherings
Interim public health direc-

tor Corwin Porter told the 
board Tuesday that there 
has been a rapid rise in cas-
es over the last few weeks.

He attributed sharp spikes 
to a data load from a system 
upgrade or a high number 
of entries that had not been 
entered.

Mr. Porter also attributed 
the increases to various 
gatherings. “It might be pro-
tests and holidays, but defi -
nitely family gatherings are 
leading to this,” he said.

See DIM, Page A2

COVID-19 cases among CIW inmates dwindle
By Josh Thompson
After an outbreak among 

inmates testing positive 
for COVID-19 in mid-May, 
the California Institution for 
Women in Chino has only 
one positive case in the past 
two weeks, according to the 
California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilita-
tion statistics as of Friday 
morning. 

The prison at 16756 Chino 
Corona Road, south of the 
Preserve area of Chino, has 
had a total of 164 inmates 
testing positive for the virus 
and 158 have recovered. 
One inmate died from com-
plications of coronavirus in 
early June, state prison offi  -
cials said. 

Sixteen of 19 California 
Institution for Women em-
ployees have recovered and 
returned to work after testing 

School portal accounts may have been compromised 

Champion photo by Josh Thompson

Department of Corrections offi cials report only 
one COVID-19 positive case among inmates in two 
weeks at the California Institution for Women in 
Chino. 

2020-21 
school 
budget 
approved

By Dawn Marks  
The Chino Valley school 

board last month adopted 
the district’s 2020-21 budget 
for its new fi scal year that be-
gan July 1. 

An ending fund balance of 
$88.2 million in the 2019-20 
fi scal year will carry over and 
cover projected defi cits for 
the next two years.

Starting in 2022-23,
the budget indicates an 
ending negative bal-
ance of $1.4 million.  
According to associate su-
perintendent of business 
services Sandra Chen, this 
is the fi rst year that the dis-
trict will not meet the statu-
tory requirement and will be 
considered  insolvent.   

During a board study ses-
sion last month, Ms. Chen 
said the district had been 
preparing for a recession 
which came unexpectedly 
and all at once with the CO-
VID epidemic. 

Based on current assump-
tions, the budget for all 
other funds are in balance 
for 2020-21 and two subse-

See BUDGET, Page A3

By Josh Thompson
Chino Valley Unifi ed par-

ents and guardians using 
the online Aeries Student In-
formation website are being 
asked to change their pass-
words after an incident involv-
ing an unauthorized person 
attempting to exploit a vul-
nerability in the software the 
school district uses to store 
information.

“All potentially aff ected  
families have been notifi ed by 
CVUSD Risk Management 
with a detailed letter mail to 
their home addresses,” a 
school district news release 
dated June 26 stated. “If you 
have not already received a 
letter from Risk Management, 
this means your data was 
not aff ected.”  School district 
spokeswoman Imee Perius 
said Thursday that Aeries no-

tifi ed the district in early May. 
"The district then consulted 

with our insurance carrier, 
cyber-security specialists and 
legal counsel on proceed-
ing with parent notifi cations 
in this type of situation," she 
said.  

Parents and guardians 
whose accounts may have 
been compromised were no-
tifi ed by mail last month. 

The security breach would 

have allowed the hacker to 
student and parent informa-
tion, including the student’s 
and parent’s names, home 
addresses, phone number 
and email address. 

The person could have also 
had access to the “hashed 
password,” a form of render-
ing the actual password in-
decipherable to third parties 
for the online grade system, 

See AERIES, Page A2

positive for COVID-19. 
At nearby California Insti-

tution for Men, 902 inmates 
tested positive for the virus 
since the pandemic began 
in March. Of those, 500 in-
mates are still quarantined at 
the prison and 334 have re-
covered, numbers show. 

Sixteen inmates at the 
prison at 14901 Central Ave. 
have died after contracting 
coronavirus, offi  cials report-
ed. 

State prison offi  cials are 
investigating if the May 30 
transfer of 121 California In-
stitution for Men inmates to 
San Quentin State Prison 
was a factor in an outbreak 
at that prison, located in 
Marin County. 

San Quentin has had 1,327 
inmates testing positive, in-
cluding 1,007 in the past two 

See PRISONS, Page A2


