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Oxford charter school settles lawsuits
By Dawn Marks 

Oxford Preparatory Acad-
emy Charter School’s law-
suits with its founder and 
the Chino Valley school 
district were resolved this 
fall, but the school which 
formerly had a campus in 
Chino has no plans to re-
turn to the Chino Valley.  

Oxford vs. district
On Dec. 31, Oxford dis-

missed its 2017 lawsuit that 
named the Chino Valley 
school district, school board 

and former superintendent 
Wayne Joseph. The writ 
questioned whether the 
district’s decision in 2016 
to deny Oxford’s charter re-
newal was supported by the 
weight of the evidence and 
asked that the renewal re-
quest be re-evaluated. 

Each side agreed to bear 
its own costs and attorney 
fees of the lawsuit, accord-
ing to court documents.   

Oxford had been the 
top performing K-8 public 
school in San Bernardino 

County and 1,213 students 
were displaced when it was 
shuttered after the Chino 
Valley school board de-
clined in 2016 to renew its 
charter petition and appeals 
to the county and state edu-
cation board were unpro-
ductive.

In March 2016, then-Chi-
no Valley school superin-
tendent Wayne Joseph re-
vealed his concerns about 
the business/fi nancial re-
lationship between Oxford 
and  Edlighten Learning 

Solutions, a charter man-
agement company that 
Oxford founder Sue Roche 
started in 2012 while ex-
ecutive director of Oxford. 
Edlighten – with Ms. Roche 
as its chief executive offi  -
cer – oversaw operations at 
Oxford’s Chino campus and 
its two sister schools in Or-
ange County.

Following Mr. Joseph’s 
comments, the board voted 
to deny Oxford’s petition for 
a fi ve-year renewal and to 
open a high school.   

Back-to-back accidents fray nerves in canyon

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles
Copper telephone cable is in the process of being lifted Monday morning 
by Frontier Telecommunications linemen at the top of the switchbacks on 
Carbon Canyon Road. Severed fi ber optics are shown on the ground. The 
impact was made near the mailbox at 2060 Carbon Canyon Road, at far 
right near last cone.

By Marianne Napoles
Two unrelated traffi  c acci-

dents 10 hours apart on both 
ends of the Carriage Hills 
neighborhood in Carbon 
Canyon caused a 17-hour 
power outage in Carriage 
Hills and no Internet access 
for Frontier Communication 
customers for almost three 
days.

Residents reported that 
several streetlights on Car-
bon Canyon Road in Chino 
Hills and the caution amber 
lights in the switchbacks 
were still not working as of 
Thursday night.

At approximately 12:10 
a.m. last Saturday, Jan. 11, 
a single-vehicle traffi  c colli-
sion into an Edison pole at 
Carriage Hills Lane and Car-
bon Canyon Road knocked 
out electricity in the canyon 
area.

The traffi  c pole was sev-
ered and fell to the ground, 
with live wires lying in the 
roadway, said Lt. Patrick 
O’Brien of the Chino Hills 
Police Station.

Residents reported seeing 
fl ashes of light when the pole 
was hit.

Deputies closed lanes of 
traffi  c in both directions and 
diverted traffi  c from Old Car-
bon Canyon Road to Car-
riage Hills Lane, Lt. O’Brien 
said.

The driver and passenger 
were injured and transported 
to Pomona Valley Medical 
Center in Pomona, he said.

Investigators determined al-
cohol was not a factor.

Edison crews arrived at 5 
a.m. and restored power at 
approximately 5 p.m., the 
lieutenant said.

Internet down
Ten hours later, at approxi-

mately 10:30 a.m., a Republic 
Services trash truck driver on 
his way to dispose of trash 
at an Anaheim facility pulled 
over to the right side of the 
road to allow traffi  c to pass 
at the top of the switchbacks 
and came in contact with a 
low-hanging section of cable, 
said offi  cials.

Frontier spokesperson Ja-

Holiday closures listed
County, state and federal 

offi  ces will be closed Monday, 
Jan. 20 in observance of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day. 

Department of Motor Vehi-
cle offi  ces will be closed Sat-
urday, Jan. 18 and Monday in 
observance of the holiday for 
the late civil rights leader.

There will be no mail deliv-
ery on Monday and banks will 
be closed that day.

Chino Valley schools and 
the school district offi  ce will 
also be closed Monday.

Chino Hills City Hall will be 

closed Monday, and for the 
fi rst time, city of Chino em-
ployees will take the day off .

Chino Hills city staff  is avail-
able "on-call"  on holidays 
and weekends to respond to 
emergencies by calling 364-
2860.

Trash pickup in both Chino 
and Chino Hills will not be de-
layed because of the holiday.

Libraries in Chino and Chi-
no Hills will be closed Mon-
day. Champion Newspapers 
and retail stores will be open 
Monday.

'Three bridges' faces delays; Central bridge work begins in July

Champion photo by Brenda Dunkle

Work continues on the Benson Avenue bridge over the 60 Freeway, in this 
photo, looking south towards Walnut Avenue. The northbound side of the 
bridge has been demolished and the southside will be demolished in the 
future. The bridge will be elevated when it is rebuilt to accommodate high-
profi le vehicles on the freeway.

By Brenda Dunkle
Caltrans’ project to elevate 

the Benson Avenue bridge 
that crosses over the 60 Free-
way is moving right along, but 
two other crossings in the 
“Three Bridges” project have 
hit snags.

The bridge on Benson and 
bridges crossing the freeway 
on Monte Vista and Pipeline 
avenues are slated for total 
demolition and will be rebuilt 
higher to accommodate high 
profi le vehicles on the free-
way. 

The three bridges are part 
of the original construction for 
the 60 Freeway that opened 
in the Chino Valley area in 
1970.

Benson bridge
The southbound lane of the 

Benson Avenue bridge was 
demolished late last year, 
and that section is being re-
built to the higher standard. 
The contractor is currently in-
stalling "cast in drilled holes" 
piles in the median. That work 
will continue through the end 

of this week. 
Once the piles are installed, 

that half of the bridge will be 
rebuilt, with completion ex-
pected in four to fi ve months.

Once the southbound lane 
is rebuilt, the northbound 
lane will be demolished and 
rebuilt. 

At this time, both south-
bound and northbound traffi  c 
is using the northbound side 
of the bridge.

SoCalGas – a partner in the 
“Three Bridges” project – will 
begin replacing a gas pipe-
line under the Benson Av-
enue bridge on Monday. That 
work is expected to continue 
through May 27. Work hours 
are planned for 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Satur-
day.

Daniela Thurman, out-
reach project manager for 
SoCalGas sent a letter Jan. 
9, informing nearby residents 
of the impending work. In it, 
Ms. Thurman said the proj-
ect may require a controlled 

See BRIDGES, Page A3

Settlements
Last September, Oxford

received a pre-litigation 
settlement from two insur-
ance companies following 
mediation of a 2017 lawsuit 
fi led by Oxford against Mrs. 
Roche and Edlighten. 

It alleged breach of con-
tract, breach of fi duciary 
duty, negligence, and vio-
lations of business and 
professions code Section 
17200.

Military monument dedication 
today in Chino Hills

The unveiling and dedi-
cation ceremony of a 
six-sided granite military 
monument funded by the 
Chino Hills 55+ Club will 
take place 10 a.m. today 
(Jan. 18) at the northwest 
corner outside the Chino 
Hills Community Center, 
14250 Peyton Drive.

The veterans group of 
the 55+ Club will place a 

wreath next to the monu-
ment. 

Patrons who have pur-
chased duplicate tribute 
bricks may pick them up 
the morning of the event.

The club's veterans group 
formed in 2015 with a mis-
sion to raise money for the 
monument by selling bricks 
that will be installed at the 
base of the monument, and 

by holding fundraisers.
Many members of the 

veterans group served in 
the Vietnam War.

Five sides of the monu-
ment will bear emblems of 
the armed services branch-
es and the sixth side will 
contain a fl ag and wording.

Information: chinohills.
org/militaryservicemonu 
ment.

School board says 'yes' to pay increases for substitutes
By Dawn Marks

Substitute teachers' pay is 
going up in the Chino Val-
ley school district after the 
school board voted Jan. 16 to 
increase their pay to be more 
competitive with surrounding 
school districts.

“The district continues to 
lose potential substitute ap-
plicants, which further im-
pacts the district’s ability to 
cover classroom vacancies,” 
according to a report by the 
human resources depart-
ment to the school board, 
explaining the need for the 
raise.

Substitute teachers’ daily 
pay will increase from $125 a 
day to $140.  

Pay for those on long-term 
assignments will increase 
from $140 a day to $155.

Long-term substitute pay 
is retroactive on the eleventh 
consecutive day worked in 
the same assignment.   

The school district did not 
respond by press time on 
when the increases would go 
into eff ect.  

The last time the Chino 
Valley school district raised 
its pay for substitute teachers 
was in 2014.

Pay raises were also ap-

proved on Jan. 16 for clas-
sifi ed (support) employees 
working in certain jobs listed 
under clerical, instructional, 
technical, maintenance and 
transportation categories. 

At the same meeting, the 
school board ratifi ed a tenta-
tive agreement between the 
Chino Valley school district 
and the California School 
Employees Association, 
Chino Chapter 102, eff ective 
July 1, 2018, through June 
30, 2021. The union repre-
sents classifi ed employees.

The agreement calls for a 
two and a half percent sal-
ary increase, and a one-time 

salary increase of a half-per-
cent, eff ective July 1, 2019.

Another two percent salary 
increase, and a one-time sal-
ary increase of one percent 
will become eff ective July 1, 
2020. 

The union membership ap-
proved the tentative agree-
ment on Dec. 17.

Annual raises of two and a 
half percent and a one-time 
salary increase of a half-per-
cent for the 2019-20 school 
year were also approved 
Thursday for the district’s 
highest paid employees in-
cluding Superintendent Norm 
Enfi eld, associate superin-

tendent of business services 
Sandra Chen, associate su-
perintendent of curriculum 
Grace Park, assistant su-
perintendent of curriculum, 
instruction, innovation and 
support Leah Fellows, assis-
tant superintendent human 
resources Richard Rideout 
and assistant superintendent 
of facilities, planning and op-
erations Greg Stachura.  

Another two percent salary 
increase and a one percent 
one-time payment will be-
come eff ective for this group 
on July 1, 2020.

It will be based on their cur-
rent salaries as of that date.  
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