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Chino Valley: open for business again
By Brenda Dunkle

Sandra Ayala, owner of 
Los Portales Mexican Grill 
in Chino, became a local 
social media sensation this 
spring when creative videos 
of her making margaritas 
and other drinks brought in 
customers for curbside ser-
vice during the coronavirus 
lockdown.

On Friday, Ms. Ayala and 
her staff  were able to serve 
those drinks and food to 
customers inside the res-
taurant for the fi rst time 
since mid-March when Gov. 
Gavin Newsom ordered all 
but employees of essential 
businesses to stay home to 
slow down the spread of the 
highly contagious virus.

On May 12, the governor 
approved reopening dine-in 
restaurants. On Monday, he 
okayed reopening most re-
tail stores, shopping centers 
and houses of worship (see 
related story on this page), 
and on Tuesday, hair salons 

and barbershops got the 
nod to get back to business. 
All are part of the governor’s 
third phase to reopen busi-
ness in California. 

Nail salons, movie the-
aters, gyms, and profes-
sional sports venues with-
out live audiences — also 
in phase three — were not 
yet allowed to reopen as of 
Friday morning.

Restrictions
The recent reopenings 

come with restrictions, in-
cluding social distancing; 
face coverings for staff  and 
customers; frequent disin-
fecting of high-touch areas 
such as tables, chairs and 
counters; removal of ame-
nities such as magazines 
and coff ee stations in lobby 
areas; contacting custom-
ers before salon appoint-
ments to check for virus 
symptoms; and staggering 
appointments to reduce 
crowds.

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles
Lauren Lumbattis (left) enjoys breakfast Thursday morning at Squeeze In 
Restaurant with her friend Rebecca Calagna who she hasn’t seen since the 
stay-at-home orders in March. They are being served by Chandra Banuelos. 
The restaurant is located at the southwest corner of Soquel Canyon Park-
way and Pomona Rincon Road.

Churches allowed to meet
beginning Pentecost Sunday

Scooting into the future

Champion photo by Josh Thompson
Chino Hills High graduate Sean Lomasney rides a scooter with his fam-
ily behind him after receiving his diploma during Wednesday morning's 
drive-up, no-contact graduation ceremony in front of the school on Pomo-
na Rincon Road. Ayala, Chino, Don Lugo and Buena Vista high schools 
held similar graduation ceremonies this week (see photos on Page A6). 
Schools had to cancel their regular ceremonies because of the coronavirus, 
and many families felt the drive-up graduations were a fun idea.

Virus cases in county
now more than 4,900

Chino has a total of 823 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases 
and nine deaths, according 
to county statistics released 
at noon Thursday.

Chino’s count includes 
San Bernardino County 
residents at the California 
Institution for Men (CIM) and 
the California Institution for 
Women (CIW), both in Chi-
no. Eight of the deaths are 
associated with CIM. 

This time last week, Chi-
no had 657 cases and six 
deaths since reporting be-
gan.

Chino Hills
Chino Hills has 107 con-

fi rmed coronavirus cases 
and two deaths, according 
to the county.

This time last week, the 
county reported that Chino 
Hills had two deaths and 90 
positive cases.

Data used to produce the 
coronavirus count is up-
dated daily from the Califor-
nia disease reporting and 
surveillance system, but is 
considered preliminary and 
subject to change as a result 
of ongoing investigations 
being conducted by the De-
partment of Public Health, 
county offi  cials state on the 
county’s COVID-19 “dash-
board.” 

County numbers
There were 4,914 positive 

cases countywide, which is 
8.6 percent of the 57,385 
tested so far as of noon 
Thursday.

There are 190 deaths at-
tributed to the virus, which 
is 3.9 percent of the county’s 
reported cases.

The same time last week, 

Playing 'Taps'

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles

Jeremy Mamaril, 15, a ninth grader at Chino 
Hills High, plays “Taps” on his trumpet in front 
of the new military monument at the Chino Hills 
Community Center on Memorial Day. Jeremy 
is a volunteer with the Buglers Across America 
that encouraged the playing of Taps at 3 p.m. His 
mother, Nerissa Mamaril, said they heard about 
the monument and thought it would be an ap-
propriate setting. Jeremy is with Troop 1776 that 
meets at Chino Hills High and is sponsored by 
Boys Republic. He recently earned his Life rank.

By Marianne Napoles
Good news for houses of 

worship came on Monday 
when the state allowed ser-
vices and funerals to be held 
beginning Pentecost Sunday, 
May 31, with stringent health 
practices to ensure the coro-
navirus is not spread.

Pentecost is considered 
the birthday of the church 
when the Holy Spirit de-
scended on the apostles and 
empowered them to preach 
the Gospel after they were 
living in fear since the cruci-
fi xion of Jesus.

Under the guidelines, at-
tendance must be limited to 
25 percent of a building’s ca-
pacity, but no more than 100 
attendees.

Face coverings should be 
worn by congregants who 
are engaged in singing, par-
ticularly in the choir, and in 
group recitation because 
these activities dramatically 
increase the risk of transmis-
sion, according to the guide-
lines.

When possible, these ac-
tivities should take place out-
side with more than six feet 
of distance between partici-
pants.

The guidelines strongly 
recommend that places of 
worship continue online ser-
vices for those who are vul-
nerable to the virus including 
older adults and those with 
underlying conditions.

Upon 21 days, the Cali-
fornia Department of Public 
Health, in consultation with 
county Departments of Pub-
lic Health, will review and 
assess the impact of the re-
opening on public health and 
provide phased-in restora-

tion of activities.
“This is a great fi rst step 

for our residents of faith 
who have refrained from 
gathering for more than two 
months,” said Board of Su-
pervisors Chairman Curt 
Hagman. 

He advised that with the 
sudden opening of places of 
worship, dine-in restaurants, 
stores, and malls it is more 
important than ever to prac-
tice physical distancing, wear 
face coverings in public, and 
wash hands frequently.

Catholic Diocese
For large churches like St. 

Paul the Apostle Catholic 
Church in Chino Hills with 
7,386 registered families, it 
will be a time of adjustment.

Gerald R. Barnes, bishop 
of the Catholic Diocese of 
San Bernardino, said public 
celebration for all parishes in 
the diocese will resume Sun-
day, June 13.

“I know it has been so pain-
ful for our communities of 
faith to be unable to gather 
together and partake in the 
Sacrament of Holy Eucharist 
(communion),” said the bish-
op. “Let us receive this op-
portunity to be together again 
with patience and gratitude 
to God, who has continued 
to walk with us in this time of 
uncertainty and fear.”

Calvary Chapel Chino Val-
ley will hold two services 
Sunday, May 31 following the 
guidelines.

Childcare and children’s 
ministry will not be provided 
until further notice.

Off ering plates will not be 
circulated but donation box-
es will be available.

Livestreaming will continue 
for those who are not com-

fortable attending or are 
sick.

Pastor Mike Shipman of 
New Community Church in 
Chino said the church plans 
to open Sunday, June 21 on 
Father’s Day.

Doors will remain open 
to avoid touching door han-
dles. A non-contact fore-
head thermometer will be 
used to scan church mem-
bers as they enter wearing 
masks and practicing social 
distancing.

The church will be disin-
fected, and hand sanitizers 
will be available.

In the meantime, the 
church will continue drive-
in services on Sundays, 
as it has been doing since 
March 15, Pastor Shipman 
said.

At risk
Chino United Methodist 

Church is awaiting guide-
lines from its bishop who 
is consulting with a panel 
of experts on what steps 
need to be taken to off er the 
safest space for members, 
many who are in the “at-
risk” population.

Pastor Matthew 
Seargeant said the sanc-
tuary has been measured 
and the church is evaluating 
how it might safely distance 
and come to a new under-
standing of worshipping 
without hymn singing, of-
fering plates, and fellowship 
following worship.

“Our congregation is very 
much in favor of being over-
ly cautious if it means no 
one is exposed to any more 
danger than necessary,” he 
said. “We are the Church 

Chino Hills city hall 
to reopen June 1

The city of Chino Hills will 
reopen city hall at 7:30 a.m. 
Monday, June 1 at 14000 City 
Center Drive.

The building had been 
closed to the public since 
March 18 because of coro-
navirus.

Plexiglass barriers have 
been installed to protect cus-
tomers and employees and 
disinfecting regimens have 
been increased, said city 
spokesperson Denise Cat-
tern.

Visitors will be required 
to wear face coverings and 
maintain six feet of physical 
distance from others, she 
said.

City employees will also 
wear face coverings and 
hand sanitizing stations will 
be provided in public areas.

Persons who are sick or 
are in the population facing 
a greater risk of COVID-19 
should not visit city hall, Mrs. 
Cattern suggested.

City hall is open 7:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, and 7:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Fridays.

Those who wish to remain 
at home can access city ser-
vices by phone, email, or on-
line by visiting chinohills.org/
virtualcityhall for a service 
guide.

Modifi cations are being in-
stalled at the city yard on La 
Palma Drive in Chino. The 
facility will reopen to the pub-
lic when work has been com-
pleted. 

Information: 364-2600.
Chino City Hall opened to 

the public on May 18.


