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Chino High reconstruction in high gear
By Dawn Marks 

“It’s starting to feel real,” 
Chino High Principal John 
Miller said about the Chino 
High reconstruction project 
where phase one is well un-
derway.

Students have been 
watching the bulldozers 
from over the blue fence that 
separates the more than 
60-year old campus from 
the construction area at the 
north end of the school, he 
said.  

Jason Barela, a superin-
tendent with Balfour Beatty, 
the construction manage-
ment company, said the 
native soil had to be over 
excavated in the construc-
tion area in order to create 
a fi rm foundation for several 
buildings. 

Groundwork has been 
completed and concrete will 
be poured for the founda-

Champion photo by Dawn Marks

See CHINO, Page A3

See SAGA, Page A3

Chino Branch Library to re-open Feb. 22
By Brenda Dunkle
A grand re-opening of the 

San Bernardino County 
Chino Branch Library will 
be held 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Feb. 22 at 13180 
Central Ave. (corner of D 
Street).

The event will showcase 
an interactive children’s 
area, new books and 
crafts. The fi rst 100 guests 
will receive a free bag.

The re-opening comes 
after a nearly three-month 
closure in which the li-
brary’s interior was re-
painted, carpet and hard 
surface fl ooring replaced, 
and new furniture installed, 
including a new circula-
tion desk. Fabric on book 
stack ends are being re-
surfaced, a new children’s 

area wall mural installed, 
interior doors replaced, 
lighting upgraded, and ac-
cessibility improvements 
made.

During a tour of the li-
brary by the Chino Com-
munity Services Commis-
sion and members of the 
public in August, city staff  
members said a wooden 
carving of jungle animals 
in the children’s reading 
area would be replaced 
with murals of Chino Air-
port and farms.

The library staff  has been 
working at other county 
branch locations during the 
renovation.

The county leases the 
building from the city of 
Chino.

Cost of the city/county 
joint project was not avail-
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Work is still underway this week on the interior renovation of the San 
Bernardino County Chino Branch Library. The facility, on the northwest 
corner of Central Avenue and D Street, will re-open Feb. 22.

Presidents' Day closures
City, county, state and 

federal offi  ces and Chino 
Valley Unifi ed schools and 
the school district offi  ce will 
be closed Monday, Feb. 17 
in observance of Presidents’ 
Day. 

Street sweeping tickets 
will not be issued in Chino 
Hills on the holiday, and city 
staff  will be available “on-
call” for emergencies.

Allegiance STEAM Acad-
emy in Chino, Ontario Chris-
tian schools, and Heights 
Christian School in Chino 
Hills and St. Margaret Mary 
Catholic School in Chino will 
also be closed. There will be 

no daycare on Monday at 
Heights.

The three county libraries 
in the Chino Valley – Chino, 
Chino Hills, and the Pre-
serve – will be closed Mon-
day.

Post offi  ces will also be 
closed and there will be no 
mail delivery.

The Chino Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce offi  ce and 
banks will be closed Mon-
day, but most retail stores 
and the Champion will be 
open.

Trash pickup in Chino and 
Chino Hills will not be aff ect-
ed by the holiday.

Central bridge now $33.6 million
By Brenda Dunkle

The projected cost to wid-
en the eastbound and west-
bound ramps of the Central 
Avenue/60 Freeway over-
pass bridge in Chino has in-
creased by more than $1.9 
million, bringing the total 
cost of the project to more 
than $33.6 million.

The Chino City Council 
approved the new cost at its 
Feb. 4 meeting through an 
amendment with its project 
partner, the San Bernardino 
County Transportation Au-
thority. Chino’s share of the 
project – which is expected 
to begin in the fall and be 

completed by spring 2022 
– is now more than $20 mil-
lion. Chino’s costs will be 
off set by some funding from 
San Bernardino County (un-
incorporated) and the city 
of Montclair because resi-
dents of those areas use the 
bridge.

The Authority’s share is 
nearly $13.6 million.

When the project was ini-
tially approved in 2014, its 
total cost was approximately 
$20.6 million, of which Chi-
no’s share was about $12.5 
million.

The Chino City Council ap-
proved an increase of nearly 
$11.1 million to the project in 

December 2018 because of 
the rising costs of concrete
and steel.

The increase approved
this month is based on up-
dated construction costs 
gleaned from Caltrans’ 
projects to elevate three 60 
Freeway bridges in Chino
and to repair pavement on 
the freeway from Chino to 
Riverside, Public Works Di-
rector Amer Jakher said in a
report to the council.

“The costs of this project
are shocking,” said Mayor 
Eunice Ulloa during the Feb. 
4 meeting. “I would hope
this is the last increase.”

Man arrrested for DUI after leaving the scene of multi-car crash
By Josh Thompson
Three days after a 

44-year-old man was hos-
pitalized following a multi-
vehicle crash Feb. 7 at El 
Prado Road and Kimball 
Avenue, he was arrested 
on suspicion of driving un-
der the infl uence, Chino 
Police said.

Sandeep Vashisht, of 

Chino, was booked on 
$25,000 bail at the West 
Valley Detention Center 
in Rancho Cucamonga on 
suspicion of driving under 
the infl uence. 

He was released at 5:39 
a.m. Tuesday after posting 
bail, jail records show.

Chino Police offi  cers and 
Chino Valley Fire District 
fi refi ghters were called at 

6:08 p.m. Feb. 7 on a re-
port of a multi-car crash, 
said Chino Police Sgt. 
Nancy Franklin. 

“Offi  cers learned the 
suspect had attempted 
to fl ee the scene by driv-
ing through a construction 
zone,” Sgt. Franklin said. 
“(The suspect) collided 
with a commercial cement 
truck in the construction 

zone.”
Mr. Vashisht was hospi-

talized with injuries from 
the collision. 

“Other parties involved 
in the collision were not in-
jured, but had complaints 
of pain,” Sgt. Franklin said.

After he was admitted 
into an undisclosed hospi-
tal, Mr. Vashisht later left 
against medical advice, the 

sergeant said.
Offi  cers arrested Mr. 

Vashisht at 9:45 p.m.
Monday at a home in the 
8100 block of Garden Park 
Street in the Preserve area 
of south Chino.

Anyone with information 
about the crash is encour-
aged to call the Chino Po-
lice Department at 628-
1234.

Chino High Principal John Miller points out where his offi ce will be located according to site plans 
for the new high school. His offi ce will be housed in the fi rst building at the north end of the school 
property near 10th Street and Jefferson Avenue. Measure G bonds are funding the reconstruction of 
the more than 60-year-old high school. 

Butterfi eld School saga continues at board meeting
 By Dawn Marks 

Butterfi eld Ranch Elemen-
tary parents, including the 
mother who said her son was 
assaulted by a teacher at the 
Chino Hills campus, voiced 
more concerns at the Feb. 
6 school board meeting in 
Chino.

In the past few weeks, the 
majority of the teachers at 
the school have asked for 
transfers because they said 
their principal Al Bennett had 
not supported them, particu-
larly when it came to dealing 
with unruly students. Many 
of the parents supported the 
teachers’ claims and showed 
solidarity by keeping their 
children out of class for a day.

Monique Alexander, the 
mother of the 6-year-old spe-
cial education student who 
said his kindergarten teacher 
grabbed him by the shirt and 

shoved him to the fl oor on 
Jan. 23, told the school board 
that she has “had to deal with 
parents attacking her” and 
that they are the reason her 
son can no longer attend his 
daycare or the Chino Valley 
school district’s BRIEF Acad-
emy, an interim program for 
special education students. 

“While you’re outside with 
your posters, let’s remember 
that he’s 6 and that he still 
lives in the community,” Ms. 
Alexander said.  

“My heart goes out to Mrs. 
B.C. (the kindergarten teach-
er), but in that moment she 
had a right to walk away. She 
should have walked away,” 
Ms. Alexander said

The assault had been re-
ported by another teacher 
and Tina Bozikis-Coccia was 
arrested and given a court 
date for a misdemeanor 
charge of willful cruelty to a 

Video image

Monique Alexander pleads with parents at the Feb. 
6 school board meeting, asking for consideration of 
her situation and her 6-year-old son, a special edu-
cation student, who had reportedly been assaulted 
by his former kindergarten teacher at Butterfi eld 
Ranch Elementary in Chino Hills. Jaid Person Lind,  
a representative for Ms. Alexander, is behind her.

child, according to the Chino 
Hills Police Department.  

Speaking on behalf of Ms. 
Alexander, Jaid Person Lind 
said she was “not desirous of 
any expensive lengthy litiga-
tion” and also said that she 
had not received support 
or empathy from Butterfi eld 
Ranch parents. 

“I just want you to look at 
it from her perspective,” he 
said.  

Butterfi eld Ranch parents 
protested with signs outside 
the school the week of Jan. 
27 and told the media that 
they wanted Principal Ben-
nett removed for not support-
ing the schools’ teachers, 
parents or special education 
students. 

This school year, 24 ten-
ured teachers have request-
ed transfers from the school.  
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