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Townsend
trees cut
Trees and shrubs
are being removed
from slopes
at Townsend 
Junior High.
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On the 
ballot
Candidates for 
local races 
continue to fi le for 
the November 2020 
election.  
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Pink Patch 
Project
Pink-colored Chino 
Police patches are 
on sale for $10. 
Proceeds benefi t 
Loma Linda 
University 
Cancer Center.
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Hospital 
expansion
Canyon Ridge 
Hospital in Chino 
will open new 
additions on 
Sept. 1.
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Forever a 
Cowboy
Alex Arellano, 
the Chino High 
Cowboys 
football team's 
equipment 
manager for more 
than four decades, 
dies after 
battling cancer.
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Back to school ‘less than ideal’
By Dawn Marks 

With coronavirus cases 
continuing to rise, approxi-
mately 27,590 students 
from the Chino Valley 
school district have been 
instructed to report to their 
teachers’ websites for the 
fi rst day of school.   

“While this is not the start 
to the school year that any 
of us would have envi-
sioned or chosen, I know 
that our teachers and par-
ents are committed to mak-
ing the best of a less than 
ideal situation to support 
our wonderful students in 
their learning and growth,” 
Chino Valley school board 
vice-president Christina 
Gagnier told the Champion 
on Thursday.  

“To students, I know that 
you can make the best of 
this diffi  cult situation, and 
please know that you have 
a community behind you 
rooting for you.” 

Teachers say they have 
been preparing to the best 
of their ability for an uncer-
tain 2020-21 school year 
that starts Monday.   

“It’s going to be a very 
unique year as we are pre-
paring for distance learning 
without students,” said fi rst-
grade teacher Em Feller.    

Ms. Feller said she was 
still undecided if she will 
teach from her classroom 
at Alicia Cortez Elementary 
or from home. 

The school district is 
off ering both options to 
teachers, she said.

Unlike last school year 
when schools were closed 

in March because of the 
virus, teachers now are re-
quired to hold live instruc-
tion daily with the number 
of hours set by grade level.  

“Parents should not be 
feeling that they are teach-
ing their children as much. 
It will take the pressure off ,” 
Ms. Feller said. 

The district rolled out an 
updated distance learning 
program and trained teach-
ers in Google and Microsoft 
programs for classrooms, 
she said. 

Her greatest concern last 
year was “losing track” of 
a few students in her class 
because of language barri-
ers and families who were 
in crisis.  Coming into the 
new school year, she is 
worried for the safety of 
teachers and students. 

“We want to be safely 
back with students, but we 
can’t do that during a com-
munity outbreak, despite 
the support provided by the 
district,” Ms. Feller said. 

“We don’t want to start 
and stop because we have 
outbreaks,” she added.  

In a survey to district par-
ents that was taken before 
Gov. Newsom in mid-July 
announced closures, most 
parents said they would 
prefer a combination of dis-
tance learning with a modi-
fi ed in-classroom schedule.  

Rhodes Elementary 
teacher Scott Rossen said 
the requirement for his fi fth-
grade class is 240 minutes 
of online instruction every 
day, except on minimum 
days.  

Mr. Rossen said he pur-

chased a novel set for the 
class to read together. 

He will also send some 
packet work home and will 
give students small breaks 
throughout the day to re-
duce their screen time.

“The biggest thing I am 
trying to do is make sure 
that we have engaging 
work where we talk to one 
another,” Mr. Rossen said. 

Teachers are required by 
the school district to use 
a video conference app 
called Google Meet, and 
not Zoom, for class instruc-
tion, Mr. Rossen said. 

English and journalism 
teacher Annette Deming 
said she said she is dis-
tracted working from home 
and has chosen to teach 
from her classroom at Don 
Lugo High. 

She said she is concerned 
there are not enough jani-
tors staff ed there to meet 
the increased cleaning de-
mands.   

“I know there are a lot 
of teachers who are ner-
vous, as they should be, 
and there’s also a lot of 
childcare issues among our 
teachers,” she said. 

“Even the ‘Teacher of the 
Year’ is frustrated and feels 
the anxiety that comes 
with feeling prepared to go 
back,” she said. 

(Last year, Ms. Deming 
was named the Chino Val-
ley school district’s teacher 
of the year.) 

“I don’t think anyone can 
feel prepared right now,” 
she said. “I’m a preparer, 
but if all of my professional 
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Herman Au of Chino Hills carries his daughter’s 
books on pick-up day at Ayala High School on 
Wednesday morning. Veanna Au is an incom-
ing freshman and attended Canyon Hills Junior 
High.
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U.S. Army veteran Jeff Holmes of south Ontario owns a restored military 
tractor truck the same year and model he drove during his service in Viet-
nam

U.S. military vehicle ties 

veteran's past to present  
By Dawn Marks 

The date was Sept. 11, 
2017 when an M52 A2 U.S. 
Army surplus truck was de-
livered to the south Ontario 
home of Vietnam veteran Jeff  
Holmes.

He had driven the same 
type of vehicle in Pleku, Viet-
nam during his service with 
the U.S. Army as an SP-5 in 
the 124th battalion. 

Mr. Holmes said he 
searched for years to fi nd the 
same year and model, and 
fi nally in 2017, one surfaced 
on eBay.  

“There was a bug in me 
about getting an old military 
truck,” he said.

He won the auction and 
paid $2,700 for it.  

“I was shocked no one out-

bid me,” he said.   
The seller, from upstate 

New York, had used it as a 
logging vehicle.

Mr. Holmes said it was 
in bad condition. It had no 
brakes and had to be towed 
across the country on a 
trailer.

He said the military used 
the fi ve-ton transport truck 
for “everything” including 
hauling clothing and food 
supplies, ammunition and 
bombs. 

Mr. Holmes said the ter-
rain was so rough in Viet-
nam the trucks would only 
last about eight months. 

Between 75 to 100 trucks 
would travel in a convoy 
and the Viet Cong attacked 

See VEHICLE, Page A2
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Getting the Bible back in the buses

Four buses parked at Calvary Chapel Chino Hills await the arrival of chil-
dren—someday—to resume Bible instruction for the Chino Valley Re-
leased Time program.

By Marianne Napoles
Four white shuttle buses 

named Mercy, Faith, Grace, 
and Hope have been in the 
parking lot at Calvary Cha-
pel Chino Hills on Eucalyp-
tus Avenue since the pan-
demic hit.

The rolling portable class-
rooms were once fi lled with 
children taking Bible class-
es taught by volunteers with 
the Chino Valley Released 
Time Christian Education.

The program, which does 
not receive public school 
funding or endorsement, is 
allowed under the Califor-
nia State Education Code, 
and authorized by a school 
board policy.

With parent permission, 
students are “released” 
from school one hour a 
week for off -campus Bible 
instruction.

Mercy, Faith, Grace, and 
Hope journey to all 22 ele-
mentary schools in the Chino 
Valley Unifi ed School District 
where students hop on board 
for a free non-denomination-
al Bible study. 

The drivers park the buses 
near the campus.

“When COVID fi rst hit and 
everything closed down, we 
were stunned,” said program 
founder Gail Blake-Smith of 
Chino Hills. “But after a week 
of lockdown, God showed us 
a way to reach children with 
the Google Classroom plat-
form,” she said.

Michelle Correia, a Re-
leased Time volunteer at 
Lyle Briggs Elementary 
School who is an educator 
at a private school, spear-
headed an online eff ort using 
Google Classroom to off er 
the remaining six lessons to 

See RELEASED, Page A2

Community vigil for slain paratrooper tonight at Ayala Park
By Josh Thompson

A community vigil for slain 
82nd Airborne Division para-
trooper Enrique Roman-Mar-
tinez, of Chino, will take place 
at 7 tonight (Aug. 8) at Ayala 
Park in Chino, following the 
21-year-old’s death in May 
near Cape Lookout National 
Seashore in Harkers Island, 
North Carolina.

T-shirts will be sold with 
proceeds going towards a 
funeral fund. Shirts are also 
being sold online at https://
justiceforenriqueromanmarti 
nez.bigcartel.com 

Face masks and social dis-
tancing will be required, orga-
nizers said.

Several family members  
and dignitaries are expected 
to speak.

Partial remains of Spc. Ro-
man-Martinez, who was sta-
tioned in the U.S. Army at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, were 
found May 29 after washing 
ashore, according to the U.S. 
Army Criminal Investigation 
Command. Dental records 
were used to identify Spc. 
Roman-Martinez who attend-
ed Newman Elementary, Ra-
mona Junior High, Don Lugo 

and graduated from Buena 
Vista High in Chino in 2016.  

“No one has the right to take 
someone’s life, my son’s life, 
away,” said Maria Martinez, 
Spc. Roman-Martinez’ moth-
er. “That was my youngest, 
my baby, and I don’t have him 
anymore, only his memories. 
I demand justice for him.”

Congresswoman Norma 
Torres, who represents Chi-
no, is urging the public for 
information on Spc. Roman-
Martinez’ murder. The FBI 
recently announced they will 
assist in the investigation.

“Someone out there knows 

what happened,” Mrs. Torres 
said. “I urge the public to work 
with authorities to ensure 
justice for this hero and his 
family. Spc. Roman-Martinez' 
loved ones have my deepest 
sympathy as we continue to 
dig for answers in this case.”

Mrs. Torres added the U.S. 
Army has a responsibility 
to keep family members in-
formed.

Family members said they 
learned of Spc. Roman-Marti-
nez’ murder on a news report.

“As the mother of an Air 
Force veteran, I am appalled 
that a fellow military family 

had to endure the shock of 
a loss like this from a news 
report without the dignity of 
an offi  cial notice in advance. 
The claim of leaving no one 
behind on the battlefi eld rings 
hollow when service mem-
bers are murdered without 
justice just miles from their 
base,” the congresswoman 
said.

Spc. Roman-Martinez was 
last seen May 22 at a camp-
site near Mile Marker 46 on 
South Core Banks, one of the 
islands at Cape Lookout Na-
tional Seashore, according 

See SOLDIER, Page A3


